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Oregon’s über-cool 2011 vintage
A cool growing season causes concern but rewards the patient.

The 2011 growing season was the latest and coolest on record in Oregon. We didn’t start picking Pinot Noir until the
last week of October, and and finished up in the first week of November. When the growing season started, we
thought it was going to be a huge year because of a heavy crop set. But, as we’ve learned many times, it isn’t over
until it’s over. A cool spring and summer really slowed things down and the fruit was ripening at a very gradual pace.
All we could do was drop some crop and wait.

Our patience paid off and beautiful weather arrived in mid-October. What we got was an abundant crop of clean,
healthy fruit that was nicely ripe, but not overripe. The long, slow ripening gave us wines that are complex and
intensely flavored, with great natural acidity and a lovely texture. Cooler vintages like this produce the style of Oregon
Pinot Noir that we very much prefer, with lower alcohols, great purity and an elegant structure that will age well for
many years.

This is a Pinot Noir-lover’s vintage, showcasing the delicacy, finesse and subtlety of this noble variety. As Josh Raynolds
said in Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar: “Many of the 2011s I tried are lovely, precise, low-octane wines that
will appeal to wine lovers who are turned off by what some call the grenache style of pinot noir: inky color, high
alcohol, dark fruit character and general heaviness. As was the case in 2005 and 2007, 2011 will provide plenty of
extremely pleasant surprises.”

Here is a brief rundown on the wines:

2011 Willamette Valley Pinot Noir
Our flagship wine, this is a blend of barrels from four Northern Willamette Valley AVAs: Dundee Hills, Chehalem
Mountains, Yamhill-Carlton and Eola-Amity Hills. It shows the pure fruit and elegant style that are the hallmarks of this
vintage. 2,300 cases produced.

2011 Dundee Hills Cuvée Pinot Noir [AVA Terroir Series]
This Terroir Series cuvée is a blend of selected barrels from the Bella Vida, Baptista Maresh, Charlie’s and Abbey Ridge
vineyards. The 2011 has a seamless structure, with a subtle earthiness, an intriguing sanguine character and delicate
notes of red fruits. 1,026 cases produced.

2011 Nuages, Chehalem Mountains Pinot Noir [AVA Terroir Series]
The 2011 Nuages includes barrels from the Adams, Lia’s and Olenik vineyards, all of which are our neighbors on
Chehalem Mountain. It has a graceful power on the palate, with very pure fruit accented by captivating spice and
herbal notes. The structure is firm and dense, as is typical of this geologically diverse AVA, and there is good length to
the finish. 640 cases produced.



2011 Lumière, Eola-Amity Hills Pinot Noir [AVA Terroir Series]
The fruit for this cuvée is from three vineyards in the Walnut Hill area, at the northern end of the Eola-Amity Hills AVA:
Dubay, Three Angels and Hirkamp. The lower-elevation Dubay vineyard gives a touch of lushness to the wine, whereas
the adjacent but slightly higher-elevation Three Angels vineyard gives it a solid structure. The 2011 Lumière has a silky
texture and dark fruits layered with fine tannins and perfectly balanced acidity. 756 cases produced.

2011 La Mer, Yamhill-Carlton Pinot Noir [AVA Terroir Series]
The newest addition to the J. Christopher Terroir Series, this is from the marine sediment soils of the Yamhill-Carlton
AVA. This appellation is adjacent to the Chehalem Mountains, separated only by the small valley formed by Chehalem
Creek, but the predominance of alluvial soils gives the wine a darker fruit expression and firmer tannins. Only 80 cases
produced.

2011 Sandra Adele, Dundee Hills Pinot Noir
Sandra Adele is a blend of fruit from two outstanding vineyards in the Dundee Hills AVA: Abbey Ridge and Charlie’s
Vineyard. This wine shows the delicate mineral structure and floral aroma that is characteristic of the high-elevation
Abbey Ridge vineyard, while also displaying the deeper, more earthy nature of Charlie’s vineyard. The 2011 Sandra
Adele has a soft and mouth-filling texture, with a strong acid backbone and a sustained finish. The aroma is filled with
savory dried herbs, lavender and iron. This is a stunning Dundee Hills Pinot that will only improve with age. 145 cases
produced.

2011 Bella Vida Vineyard, Dundee Hills Pinot Noir
Our first single-vineyard bottling from Bella Vida, an excellent site in the deep, red Jory soil of the Dundee Hills. It is
more masculine than the Sandra Adele, with a more fruit-driven aroma, but it retains the elegance that is characteristic
of the volcanic soils. There is a fulsome note of dried herbs, and a beautifully structured texture on the palate. 120
cases produced.

2011 Lia’s Vineyard, Chehalem Mountains Pinot Noir
Jay calls this the “Abbey Ridge” of Chehalem Mountain because of its aromatic expressiveness and elegance on the
palate. This vintage has a rich fruit core that will bring back memories of fresh summer fruits, layered with spice, and
delivered with grace and finesse. This will age well for years. 100 cases produced.

2011 Olenik Vineyard, Chehalem Mountains Pinot Noir
The Olenik vineyard is directly adjacent to Lia’s, but it is lower on the hill and has a sedimentary soil rather than the
volcanic soil found up the hill in Lia’s. As always, this vintage of Olenik is dark and deep, with great richness and power.
It starts with a blast of dark fruits and carries through with minerals on the palate and firm tannins. It needs time to
meld together fully, but already the structure is supple and the acidity is focused. 120 cases produced.
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