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1. Learn key data and how it 
applies.

2. Gain knowledge on major 
themes impacting youth.

3. Explore how to effectively 
harness the power of data. 

Objectives



www.iyi.org
www.iyi.org/data

http://www.iyi.org/
http://www.iyi.org/data


We all benefit when the next generation is healthy, safe, 
well-educated and economically secure.

Provide information to better understand the whole story.

Spark discussions that lead to action.

Find ways to work together as a community so all youth 
can reach their full potential.

Why the state of the child?



Families and Communities

Economics

Education

Health

Safety



Who are Hoosier kids?



Demographics

Sources: Easy Access to Juvenile Populations & American Community Survey

Child population
1.5 

million

Children in single-parent families 34%

Children who are a race/ethnicity other than white, non-
Hispanic

26.6%

Children who speak a language other than English at home 10.4%

Children in immigrant families 12%



Hoosier youth are diverse in family structure

Source: American Community Survey



Recent successes and 
improvements set a foundation 
for continued growth.



Highlights

Sources: American Community Survey, NAEP, Indiana Supreme Court, & Indiana State Department of Health

More Hoosier adults have a bachelor’s degree or higher 26%

Indiana has the 7th highest rate of math proficiency in 8th

grade
39%

Juvenile offense case filings have fallen 51.2% over the 
past decade

17,230

The teen birth rate is at an all-time low
23.5 

per 1,000



Highlights

Sources: American Community Survey, Indiana Department of Child Services, & Indiana Family and Social Services Administration

Fewer Hoosier children are living in poverty 19.5%

More kids are being adopted from DCS 1,812

More slots available in licensed child care
20.5 per

100 children

More children have health insurance 94.1%



Nationally, we excel in few, lag in 
most and need to improve in all.



KIDS COUNT Domains

Indiana Overall

Family and Communities

Economy

Education

Health

28th 

31st

19th

14th

35th

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation

National Rankings



Highest 5 Lowest 5
8th Grade Math Proficiency

High Housing Burdens

4th Grade Reading Proficiency 

High School Graduation 

Secure Parental Employment

Child Food Insecurity

7th

9th

10th

12th

21st

21st

Child Maltreatment

Youth in Juvenile Detention

Infant Mortality

Child and Teen Deaths

Child Poverty

47th

43rd

41st

37th

31st

Source: KIDS COUNT Data Center

National Rankings



Clear disproportionate challenges 
and barriers exist for children by 
race, place, income and immigrant 
status.



Parental Incarceration

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health

Black Hoosier youth are 3 times as likely to experience parental 
incarceration as their white peers.



Foster Care

Source: Child Trends



Poverty

Source: American Community Survey



Source: Indiana Department of Education

Achievement Gaps



Education Gaps

Source: Indiana Department of Education



Black infants are more than twice as likely to die before their first 
birthday as white infants.

Infant Mortality

Source: Indiana State Department of Health



Youth Suicide

Youth who identify as lesbian, gay, or 
bisexual are three times more likely 
to consider suicide and five times 
more likely to attempt suicide than 
their peers.

Females are twice as likely to consider 
suicide as males.

Source: Youth Risk Behavior Survey

High School Students Who Seriously Considered 
Attempting Suicide in the Past Year, Indiana: 2015



Juvenile Justice
Youth of color experience disproportionate contact with the juvenile 
justice system.

Source: Indiana Department of Correction & Easy Access to Juvenile Populations



Critical issues are impacting 
Hoosier kids.

Individuals, organizations, and 
leaders can be part of the 
solution.



Families and Communities
✓ Hoosier families are diverse   

in structure.

✓ Parental challenges affect 
children’s well-being.

✓ Children thrive in stable, 
nurturing families and 
supportive communities.



Families and Communities

Sources: National Survey of Children’s Health, Indiana Youth Survey

Notable Data Indiana

High school students with a parent who has served in a war zone 7.8%

Children who have experienced parental incarceration 10.4%

Children who have lived with someone who was mentally ill or suicidal 9.2%



Indiana has seen a 58% increase in the number of children in foster care 
over the past five years.

Source: KIDS COUNT Data Center



Source: American Community Survey

Children Living with a Foster Parent: 2012-2016
10 Highest Counties 10 Lowest Counties

Warren 7.9% Pike 0.2%
Fountain 6.9% Fulton 0.3%

Perry 5.9% Martin 0.4%
Blackford 5.2% Hamilton 0.7%
Steuben 4.9% Hancock 0.7%

Montgomery 4.7% Dubois 0.8%
Henry 4.5% Franklin 0.8%

Huntington 4.4% Daviess 0.8%
Harrison 4.2% LaGrange 0.8%
Orange 4.1% Brown 0.9%



What are the challenges for foster children?

• Multiple placements

• Separation from family

• Waiting for adoption



Foster Care Solutions



Economics
✓ Parents need secure 

employment, well-paying 
jobs and affordable housing 
to invest in their children’s 
future.

✓Experiences of economic 
insecurity can have lasting 
effects on children’s well-
being and later success.



Economics

Source: American Community Survey & Indiana Department of Education

Notable Data Indiana

Most Hoosier children have at least one employed parent 91.8%

More Hoosier teens are employed 35.7%

Public school students identified as homeless or housing 
unstable

16,143



When parents do better economically, their children do better as well.

• Full-time, full-year employment is associated with greater financial 
stability and better outcomes for kids

• 1 in 7 Hoosier children live in working-poor families

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health 



What are the challenges for parents?

• Child care

• Transportation

• Access to social safety nets

• Housing burdens

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health



Child care

• In Indiana, the average annual cost of 
high-quality early childhood care and 
education is $8,818

• A single parent in poverty with one 
child would spend 54% of their annual 
income on high-quality child care

Source: Indiana Early Learning Advisory Committee



Transportation
• 6.3% of all Indiana households have no vehicle available

• Families may face high gas costs, long commutes or an unreliable car

Source: American Community Survey

Households with no Vehicle Available: 2012-2016
5 Highest Counties 5 Lowest Counties

LaGrange 26.8% Hendricks 1.9%
Daviess 14.4% Hamilton 2.4%
Adams 10.8% Warren 2.7%
Wayne 10.5% Brown 2.8%
Marion 9.8% Newton 3.0%



Housing burdens

• 1 in 4 Hoosier children (25%) live in 
households with a high housing 
cost burden

• More than half (52%) of Hoosier 
children in low-income households 
face high housing burdens

Source: American Community Survey & KIDS COUNT Data Center



Barriers to Employment Solutions



Education
✓ Children thrive when they 

have access to high-quality 
education from preschool 
through grade 12.

✓Early educational success 
set students on track to 
graduate, pursue 
postsecondary training and 
education and successfully 
transition to adulthood.



Education

Source: Indiana Early Learning Advisory Committee, Indiana FSSA, Indiana Department of Education, Indiana Commission for Higher Education

Notable Data Indiana

Kids likely in need of child care enrolled in a high-quality 
program

15%

Slots available in licensed child care
20.5 

per 100 kids

High school graduation rate 87.2%

High school graduates enrolling in college 65%



School Counselors

Source: Indiana Department of Education

Indiana employs one 
licensed guidance counselor 
for every 559 students.



• Achievement gaps in Indiana are pervasive and persistent across the entire 
educational spectrum

• Vulnerable groups lag behind their peers in terms of school readiness, 
reading, grades and educational attainment

Source: Indiana Department of Education



Source: Indiana Department of Education



• Indiana faces significant disparities in the students who are 
identified for special education and high ability programs

Source: Indiana Department of Education



• Indiana faces significant disparities in the students who are 
identified for special education and high ability programs

Source: Indiana Department of Education



What factors contribute to 
achievement gaps?

• Poverty

• Parental factors

• Community segregation

• Teacher performance

• Inequitable systems

• Opportunity gaps

Source: Indiana Department of Education



Achievement Gap Solutions

.



Safety
✓Safe environments and 

relationships are 
foundational to ensuring 
that children can reach their 
full potential.

✓Physical and emotional 
safety impact children’s 
health, sense of security, 
and academic achievement.



Safety

Source: Indiana Department of Child Services, Indiana Department of Correction & Indiana Supreme Court

Notable Data Indiana

Juvenile offense case filings have dropped 17,230

Fewer youth are committed to the Department of 
Correction

662

Child abuse and neglect cases on the rise
18.6 

per 1,000



Safety

Source: Youth Risk Behavior Survey

Notable Data Indiana

HS students who were bullied at school in the past year 18.7%

HS students who have experienced physical dating violence 10.0%

HS students who have experienced sexual dating violence 12.6%



School Safety

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health, Youth Risk Behavior Survey

• 6.7% of Indiana high school students did not go to school in the past 
month because they felt unsafe at school or on their way to or from 
school



Child Maltreatment

Source: Indiana Department of Child Services

• Indiana’s child abuse and neglect rate has risen 
52.5% over the past five years

• The Indiana child abuse and neglect hotline 
receives an average of one report every 2 minutes



• Juvenile justice has important consequences for 
both youth and communities 

• In 2016, there were 3,426 status offense cases and 
13,804 juvenile delinquency cases in Indiana

Source: Indiana Supreme Court, Division of State Court



Who are youth in the system?

• In 2016, 662 youth younger than 18 were 
committed to the Indiana Department of 
Correction

• Youth of color experience disproportionate 
contact

• Nationally, more than half of youth in the 
juvenile justice system are dual status – also 
involved with child welfare

Source: Indiana Department of Correction & Easy Access to Juvenile Populations



• Indiana is one of 40 states implementing the Juvenile Detention 
Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) 

• Since 2006, JDAI has expanded to 31 Indiana counties and the number 
of juvenile case filings has fallen 51.2%.

Source: Indiana Supreme Court, Division of State Court



What is JDAI?

• Juvenile justice strategy that aims to eliminate 
unnecessary detention of youth, reduce racial disparities 
and improve welfare of youth

• Alternatives to secure confinement include:
• Home or community detention

• Day and evening reporting programs

• Residential alternatives

• Foster care contracts

• 69% of Hoosier youth ages 10-18 reside in a JDAI county

Source: Indiana Judicial Branch



Youth in the System Solutions



Health
✓ Health is foundational for 

child well-being.

✓ Health challenges impact 
the whole family.

✓ When parents struggle 
with substance abuse, kids 
are affected.



Health

Source: Indiana State Department of Health, American Community Survey, & County Health Rankings

Notable Data Indiana

Teen birth rate at an all-time low
23.5 

per 1,000

Fewer mothers smoke during pregnancy 13.5%

More children have health insurance 93.1%

People per every 1 mental health care provider 730:1



Health

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health

Notable Data Indiana

Children who are overweight or obese 1 in 3

Children typically sleeping the recommended amount for 
their age

6 in 10

Most parents report their children’s health is very good or 
excellent

90.4%



• Drug overdoses now kill more Hoosiers 
than car crashes and gun homicides 
combined

• In 2016, 1,518 Hoosiers died from drug 
overdoses, a 59% increase over the 
past 5 years

• Opioid overdose deaths have climbed 
126% over the past 5 years

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health & Indiana State Department of Health 



Source: Indiana State Department of Health

• 88 of Indiana’s 92 counties had at least 5 
opioid overdoses that resulted in ER visits 
in 2016

• 89 of Indiana’s 92 counties have 
experienced deaths from opioid overdoses 
in the past 5 years

Opioid Overdose Deaths per 
100,000 Residents: 2016

5 Highest Counties

Scott 71.6
Wayne 42.1

Randolph 39.9
Floyd 26.0

Dearborn 22.3



What is the impact on kids?

• Prenatal exposure

• Interference with parent-child 
relationships

• Increased risk of child 
maltreatment

• Substance abuse affects the 
whole family

Source: Indiana Department of Child Services



Opioid Epidemic Solutions



Indiana has a foundation for continued growth.

Nationally, we excel in few, lag in most and need to 
improve in all.

Clear disproportionate challenges and barriers exist.

Critical issues are impacting Hoosier kids.

What is the state of the child?



It's in all of our best interest to 
make sure each and every child 
is getting the support they need 
to reach their full potential.



Communicate the key data and solutions

✓ Communicate in an upcoming meeting

✓ Talk to 3 people over the next week

✓ Post and tweet @Indiana_Youth

✓ Use #KIDSCOUNTIN

✓ Host a State of the Child Café

Call to Action



Maximize your presence and influence

✓ Advocate for the well-being of Hoosier children to your network

✓ Make data-informed decisions

✓ Enhance an existing plan or make a new one to take action

✓ Engage leaders on issues, policies and practices that will produce 

outcomes for children

Call to Action



Create collaborations to make a difference

✓ Partner and work in convergence 

✓ Strengthen an existing relationship

✓ Promote access to your data and services

Call to Action



Learn more

✓ Commit to learning more about an issue that inspires you

✓ Download and use the 2018 Indiana KIDS COUNT Data Book

✓ Research evidence-based solutions

✓ Convene with IYI and other youth-serving organizations

✓ Focus on issues of equity

Call to Action



Resources

www.iyi.org/data



County Snapshots



It's in all of our best interest to 
make sure each and every child 
is getting the support they need 
to reach their full potential.



2018 State of the Child
data@iyi.org

cgeier@iyi.org

kkincaid@iyi.org

www.iyi.org/data

(317) 396-2700



Register today 

www.iyi.org/ccc!

June 13-14, 2018

2018 College and
Career Conference

Keynote Speakers

Dr. Michele Borba EJ Carrion



Webinars

College and Career Connections Series
March 21 

Success for Minority Youth: Why Ensuring College and Career Success of 
Underrepresented Populations is Different

Youth Development Series
March 28

Hidden Victims: The Impact of Opioid Use on Children

Register at: www.iyi.org/webinars

http://www.iyi.org/webinars


Webinars

MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership Collaborative 
Webinar Series

More information coming soon!

More information about the series here: www.mentoring.org/program-
resources/collaborative-mentoring-webinar-series



Newsletters

Be the first to receive the latest updates on youth issues in Indiana, 
professional development opportunities, grant tips and more!

Weekly Update

Programs

Professional Development

Community Partners

Sign up today and never miss out! www.iyi.org/newsletters

http://www.iyi.org/newsletters


Connect with IYI

Visit us!

www.iyi.org

Hot off the Press!

www.iyi.org/newsletters

Connect with Me!

Dana Jones
dljones@iyi.org

www.facebook.com/Indianayouth

@indianayouth

www.twitter.com/Indiana_Youth

@Indiana_Youth

http://www.facebook.com/Indianayouth

