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Objectives

• Identify the scope of the problem

• Identify the needs of RHY

• Identify strategies for meeting needs of RHY



Definition of Youth Homelessness

Homeless youth are typically defined as 
unaccompanied young people ages 12 and older 
who do not have a permanent place to stay and who 
are living in shelters, on the streets, in cars or vacant 
buildings, or are “couch surfing” or living in other 
unstable circumstances.



National RHY Statistics

• Overall, unaccompanied homeless youth represent 7% of 
the total homeless population in the United States. (HUD, 
2015)* 

• On a single night in 2015, there were approximately 
36,907 unaccompanied homeless youth throughout all of 
the United States. (HUD, 2015) 

• 87% or 32,240 individuals were youth between the ages 
of 18 and 24. (HUD, 2015)

• 13% or 4,667 individuals were children under the age of 
18. (HUD, 2015)



Public School Statistics

• Public schools identified 111, 708 unaccompanied 
homeless youth in the 2015-16 school year.

• This is an 18% increase from the year before, and a 42% 
increase over three years.

• The data help paint a picture of rural and suburban youth 
homelessness, in addition to that of urban areas.



Public School Definition

• Sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or similar reason.

• Motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to 
lack of alternative adequate accommodations.

• Emergency or transitional shelters.

• Public or private place not designed for or regularly used 
as accommodations.

• Cars, parks, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, 
bus or train stations, or similar settings.



RHY Numbers in Indiana

• IN Dept. of Education - 18,189

• 2014 Kids Count Databook

• 148,000 children living in “crowded housing”

• IN 2016 Point in time count – 1,319

• Slight decrease in overall number

• Increase in under 18 population



Needs and Vulnerabilities of RHY

• Educational

• Safety

• Health

• Mental



Educational Needs of RHY

• Fifty percent of homeless youth ages 16 and older drop out 
of high school and face extraordinary obstacles in trying to 
finish. 

• Homelessness is associated with an 87% increased 
likelihood of dropping out of school (the highest of all risk 
factors studied).

• In a single school year, 12% of homeless youth miss at least 
one month of classes and 33% miss at least two weeks

• Up to 45% of homeless children do not attend school 
regularly.



Strategies for Meeting Educational Needs:  
The McKinney-Vento Act

• ESSA amended McKinney-Vento, Title I, and the entire 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act in 2015.

• State and local personnel

• Removing barriers

• School of origin

• Immediate enrollment



Local Liaisons

• Every local educational agency (LEA) must 
designate a liaison, whose duties include:

• Identify McKinney-Vento students.

• Post public notice of McKinney-Vento rights to parents 
and youth.

• Provide professional development and support on 
McKinney-Vento to school staff

• Connect youth to housing, health, mental health and 
other services. 



Removing Barriers

• SEAs and LEAs must develop, review, and revise 
policies to remove barriers to the identification, 
enrollment and retention of McKinney-Vento 
students, including barriers due to outstanding 
fees or fines, or absences.

• Starting in 2017-18, state report cards must 
disaggregate achievement and high school 
graduation data for McKinney-Vento students.



Removing Barriers

• SEAs and LEAs must implement procedures to identify and 
remove barriers to McKinney-Vento students receiving 
appropriate credit for full or partial coursework completed 
at a prior school.

• States must implement procedures to remove barriers to 
academic and extracurricular activities, including magnet 
school, summer school, career and technical education, 
advanced placement, online learning, and charter school 
programs.



School of Origin

Each LEA shall, according to the youth’s best interest:

• Keep the student in the school of origin for the duration of 
homelessness, and until the end of the academic year in 
which the student becomes permanently housed; or

• Enroll the student in any public school that housed 
students living in the attendance area where the student is 
living are eligible to attend. 



Immediate Enrollment

• McKinney-Vento students are entitled to immediate 
enrollment in any public school that students living in the 
same attendance area are eligible to attend, even if:

• Students do not have required documents, such as 
school records, records of immunization and other 
required health records, proof of residency, 
guardianship, or other documents; or

• Students have missed application or enrollment 
deadlines during any period of homelessness.



Strategies for Meeting Educational Needs

• Training for Educators and School Personnel

• Inform youth of their rights and help them advocate.

• Provide outreach materials and awareness activities

• Develop relationships with juvenile probation/truancy 
officers

• Develop partnerships between schools and local homeless 
coalitions



Indiana Resources for RHY Educational Needs

• Indiana McKinney Vento liaisons -
http://www.doe.in.gov/student-
services/mckinney-vento-liaison

• Indiana Education for Homeless Children & Youth 
(INEHCY) - http://www.doe.in.gov/student-
services/indiana-education-homeless-children-
youth-inehcy

http://www.doe.in.gov/student-services/mckinney-vento-liaison
http://www.doe.in.gov/student-services/indiana-education-homeless-children-youth-inehcy


Safety Vulnerabilities of RHY

• Are approached within 48 hours to participate in illegal or 
exploitative behavior

• Are likely to resort to illegal activity such as stealing, forced 
entry, and gang activity in order to survive.

• Are more likely to fall victim to sexual exploitation and 
human trafficking when compared to young people who 
are not living on the streets.

• Are 3x more likely to be victims of dating violence (both 
physical and sexual assault)



Strategies for Meeting Safety Needs

• Prevention Education for Youth

• Partnerships between Law Enforcement and 
Homeless Coalitions

• Street Outreach 

• Emergency Youth Shelters/Drop-in Centers

• Safe Place Program



Indiana Resources for RHY Safety Needs

• National Runaway Safeline-Let’s Talk Runaway Prevention 
Curriculum - https://www.1800runaway.org/runaway-
prevention-curriculum-sign-up/

• Indiana State Police Missing Children Clearinghouse -
http://www.in.gov/isp/2333.htm

• Indiana Runaway and Homeless Youth federal and state funded 
program- https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/grants/indiana-rhy and 
http://www.indysb.org/members/listing

• Indiana Safe Place Programs - http://www.indysb.org/parents-
youth/programs/project-safe-place

https://www.1800runaway.org/runaway-prevention-curriculum-sign-up/
http://www.in.gov/isp/2333.htm
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/grants/indiana-rhy
http://www.indysb.org/members/listing
http://www.indysb.org/parents-youth/programs/project-safe-place


Health Needs of RHY

• Are more likely to contract HIV and/or STDs due to increased 
likelihood of sexual exploitation, rape, and sexual assault.

• More likely to experience violence resulting in physical injury

• Homeless young women are five times more likely to become 
pregnant and far more likely to experience multiple 
pregnancies.

• Barriers that lead to improper care and treatment for pre-
existing chronic conditions (e.g., lack of insurance, need for 
parental consent, difficulty navigating the health care system) 



Strategies for Meeting Health Needs

• Mobile Health Care Units

• Healthcare personnel at Drop-in/Community Centers

• Free Healthcare Clinics

• Intensive Case Management

• Advocacy for State Law and Legislative Changes 



Indiana Resources for RHY Health Needs

• Mobile Healthcare Units: 

• Saint Joseph Health System - http://www.sjmed.com/mobile-
medical-unit

• Open Door Health Services (Muncie) -
http://www.opendoorhs.org/mobile-unit/

• Ronald McDonald Mobile Care (Northwest IN) -
http://rmhccni.org/caremobile/

• Indiana Free Health Clinics  - http://www.freeclinics.com/sta/indiana

• Indiana Children’s Health Care Program (CHIP) -
https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/childrens-health-
insurance-program/

http://www.sjmed.com/mobile-medical-unit
http://www.opendoorhs.org/mobile-unit/
http://rmhccni.org/caremobile/
http://www.freeclinics.com/sta/indiana
https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/childrens-health-insurance-program/


Mental Health Needs of RHY

• Are 3x more likely to attempt suicide than their housed 
peers.

• Are at high risk of developing serious, life-long health, 
behavioral, and emotional problems.

• Suffer from high rates of depression (over 40%) and post-
traumatic stress disorder.

• Have higher rates of a variety of mental health symptoms 
including anxiety, developmental delays, and depression 
resulting in elevated risk for suicide attempts



Strategies for Meeting Mental Health 
Needs

• Trauma-Informed Approach

• Street Outreach 

• Mental Health personnel at Drop-in Centers/Community 
Centers

• Partnerships between local Mental Health 
Centers/Providers and Social Service Organizations



Indiana Resources for RHY Mental Health Needs

• Indiana Mental Health Centers - http://indianacouncil.org

• Indiana Runaway and Homeless Youth federal and state funded program-
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/grants/indiana-rhy and 
http://www.indysb.org/members/listing

• Trauma Informed Care Trainers –

• Robin Donaldson - rdonaldson@indysb.org

• Skye Berger - skye@skyeberger.com

http://indianacouncil.org
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/grants/indiana-rhy
http://www.indysb.org/members/listing
https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/childrens-health-insurance-program/
mailto:rdonaldson@indysb.org
mailto:skye@skyeberger.com


Questions and Comments 



Resources

• SchoolHouse Connection

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/

https://www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection/

• Hidden in Plain Sight

http://www.americaspromise.org/report/hidden-plain-sight

• National Center on Homeless Education

https://nche.ed.gov/

• National Network for Youth

http://www.nn4youth.org

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection/
http://www.americaspromise.org/report/hidden-plain-sight
https://nche.ed.gov/
http://www.nn4youth.org
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Contact Information

Patricia Julianelle, School House Connection, 
patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org

Robin Donaldson, Indiana Youth Services Association  
rdonaldson@indysb.org
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