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Answers to Your Questions about Medicare and the Affordable Care 
Act 

Are you confused about how the Affordable Care Act impacts your Medicare 
coverage? Don't be. The most important thing to know is that your Medicare 
coverage is not going away. You will still enjoy the same benefits and 
security you have now. The process for enrolling in Medicare and buying 
supplemental coverage has not changed.  

So just where is the line drawn between Medicare and the Affordable Care 
Act, and what impact can you expect on your healthcare coverage? Let's 
answer some of the most pressing questions.  

If I have coverage through original Medicare or a private health plan 
like Medicare Advantage, do I need to shop on the federal 
government's Health Insurance Marketplace?  
No. Medicare and the Health Insurance Marketplace are separate programs 
that serve different populations. Medicare is a health insurance program for 
individuals age 65 and over and people with disabilities. The Health 
Insurance Marketplace is for individuals under 65 who may qualify for a 
subsidy (tax credit) to help pay their health premium. Medicare and the 
Health Insurance Marketplace have separate enrollment sites, processes 
and benefit plans. In short, the Marketplace is not a factor for Medicare 
beneficiaries.  

Has the age for Medicare eligibility changed? 
No, the age for Medicare eligibility has not changed. To be eligible for 
Medicare, you must be 65 years of age or on disability.  

I've heard the Affordable Care Act does impact Medicare. How? 
Medicare's benefits are protected in ways they haven't been in the past. 
Preventive benefits, such as cancer screenings and wellness visits, have 
also been expanded with no additional charges or deductible costs.  

What about my premiums for Medicare Advantage and Prescription 
Drug Plans? How are they impacted by the Affordable Care Act?  
Increasing healthcare costs are a major factor in premium costs. Also taxes 
and fees imposed by the Affordable Care Act could contribute to an 
increase in premiums for Medicare Advantage and Prescription Drug Plans. 
Over time, deductibles and copays may also increase. Medicare 
Supplement Plans are not currently impacted.  

If I'm interested in Medicare coverage from Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Alabama, what do I need to do? 
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The annual enrollment period for Medicare Advantage and Prescription 
Drug Plans has ended for 2014, but you can still enroll in a C PlusSM 
Medicare Select Plan, which is Blue Cross' Medicare Supplemental Plan. 
Medicare Supplemental Plans cover gaps in Medicare such as deductibles, 
copays, coinsurance and other out-of-pocket costs. If you are turning 65, 
you can enroll in any of our Medicare plan options. To learn more about our 
products, visit www.bcbsalmedicare.com or call 1-888-627-4715 (TTY 711), 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week. 
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