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Smooth Cauliflower Coral, Stylophora pistillata, is listed as ‘Near Threatened’ on the IUCN 
Red List of Threatened SpeciesTM. Sometimes referred to as the Tramp Coral, due to the 
tendency of the larvae to attach to floating objects on which they travel hundreds of kilometres, 
this species ranges widely in the Indo-West Pacific.

The principal threat to the world’s corals is the rise in sea temperature associated with global 
climate change. This leads to coral bleaching, where the symbiotic algae are expelled, 
leaving the corals weak and vulnerable. Climate change is also expected to increase ocean 
acidification and result in a greater frequency of extreme weather events. This is in addition to 
the localised threats from the aquarium trade, pollution, destructive fishing practices, invasive 
species, human development, and other activities. 

Smooth Cauliflower Coral is listed on Appendix II of CITES, which means that trade in this 
species should be carefully regulated. It also occurs in several Marine Protected Areas 
across its range. One of the main priorities now is to conduct further research into its ecology, 
population biology, threats and recovery options. 
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