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Amazing Species: Plateau Pika

The Plateau Pika, Ochotona curzoniae, is listed as ‘Least Concern’ on the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species™. It is a small lagomorph that inhabits the alpine meadows of the Tibetan
Plateau, living in family groups that occupy an interconnected burrow system.

The Plateau Pika is a keystone species and an ecosystem engineer; its burrows serve as

nest sites for most endemic birds on the plateau. They also are the primary food for nearly

all avian and mammalian carnivores on the plateau (Saker Falcons, Upland Buzzards, Little
Owils, Tibetan Foxes, Pallas’s Cat, wolves and brown bears). Their burrowing activity serves to
recycle nutrients and minimizes erosion and run-off from monsoonal rains.

Considered by the government to be an agricultural pest, the Plateau Pika has been the target
of widespread poisoning. When the pikas are poisoned carnivores in the region starve, and

as the burrows collapse native birds lose breeding habitat and disappear. Current efforts to
exterminate this species in China should be curtailed.

The production of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™
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