
FUTURE STATES 
From illegal immigration to internet privacy issues 
to alternative energy, this online sci-fi series 
of short films and accompanying lesson plans 
explore under-represented perspectives on the 
most controversial social and political topics in 
the headlines today.

C OPYR IG HT CR I M I NALS
Examining the creative and commercial value of 
music sampling, including debates over artistic 
expression, copyright law, and money, this film 
features many of hip-hop’s founding figures as 
well as emerging artists, all pondering the ques-
tion: can you own a sound?

GAR BAG E DR EAM S (Online Game) 
This innovative online game, based on the  
documentary by Mai Iskander, asks players to 
take on the role of the entrepreneurial, and  
green, Zaballeen: to sort, process and profit from 
garbage collected in Cairo’s neighborhoods.  

H U NT FOR TH E NOOR STON E (Online Game)

Inspired by Wham! Bam! Islam!, a film about the 
creation of a superhero comic book series with 
roots in Islam and Islamic culture; players go on 
a quest for a mythical stone in ancient Baghdad 
and Cordoba, while gathering clues about the 
cities’ history and culture. 

Curriculum  
& Film Modules

H I P HOP:  
Beyond Beats and Rhymes
Representations of manhood, sexism and 
homophobia in hip-hop culture are the focus of 
this thoughtful critique, featuring insight from 
divergent voices including rap artists, industry 
executives, fans and social critics from inside and 
outside the hip-hop generation. 

TH E G RADUATE S / LOS G RADUAD OS  
The Graduates examines the challenges facing Latino students from across the U.S. The Youth Action 
guide fosters leadership and peer mentorship around such issues as teen parenting, bullying, gang 
activity, undocumented status, peer juries, and homelessness. Available in Spanish and English.

HALF TH E S KY:  
Turning Oppression Into Opportunity For 
Women Worldwide
This landmark transmedia event inspired by the 
bestselling book of the same name tells the stories 
of courageous women across the globe who are 
confronting oppression — inspiring and empowering 
women and girls everywhere. 
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About  
Community  
Classroom

Community Classroom is an innovative,  

free resource for educators offering 

interactive curricula based on critically 

acclaimed PBS documentaries. Short  

film modules, interactive games, and  

flexible lesson plans align to key national 

standards.

Access Resources Online
STR EAM all film modules directly online at 
itvs.org/educators

D OWN LOAD lesson plan PDFs at  
itvs.org/educators/lesson-plans

PLAY games and access apps at  
itvs.org/interactive

B R OWS E the resources on  
pbslearningmedia.org

Explore More  
Documentary Content
ATTE N D a Community Cinema event to  
preview PBS films for educational use. Find 
events near you at communitycinema.org

WATCH every Monday night for new  
documentaries from Independent Lens.  
Check listings at pbs.org/independent-lens

W

D

Women and Girls Lead Content

Diverse Muslim Voices Content
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http://itvs.org/educators
http://itvs.org/educators/lesson-plans
http://itvs.org/interactive
http://pbslearningmedia.org
http://communitycinema.org
http://pbs.org/independent-lens


Diverse Muslim Voices 
builds awareness and under-
standing in the U.S. of the 
range of Muslim societies and 
cultures. Look for the icon to 
find resources that elevate 
stories about Muslim cultures.

itvs.org/series/ 
diverse-muslim-voices

ADVISORS
National Association of Community Colleges; National Association for Media 
Literacy Education; National Council for the Social Studies, National Council 
for Teachers of English, National State Teachers of the Year Association, 
PBS Learning Media, and KQED Education.

Women and Girls Lead is 
a public media initiative to 
focus, educate, and connect 
citizens worldwide in support 
of the issues facing women 
and girls. Look for the icon to 
find curriculum resources that 
amplify the voices of women 
and girls as leaders and ex-
pands student understanding 
of gender equality.

womenandgirlslead.org

MOR E THAN A (M)AP P
(APP)

An iPhone and iPod app that allows 
users to discover and contribute to 
the African American history that 
exists all around us. A location-
enabled map reveals historical sites 
in your own city and allows students 
to upload map points of their own.  

SENTENCED HOME
From the Killing Fields of Cambodia 
to the streets of Seattle, Sentenced  
Home reveals the intimate stories 
behind Cambodian American families 
and their struggle to stay together 
while avoiding criminal activity in the 
face of ongoing deportations and 
unforgiving immigration laws.

KNOCKING
Following two families who stand 
firm for their controversial and 
oft-misunderstood Christian faith, 
Knocking reveals how Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have helped shape history 
beyond the doorstep. 

VOTE DE MO CRACY 
The acclaimed documentaries 
Please Vote for Me, Iron Ladies  
of Liberia, Chicago 10, and An 
Unreasonable Man can spark a  
discussion about democracy 
abroad, elections, gender and  
politics, third parties, dissent and 
media literacy.

TH E STOR M THAT  
SW E PT M E X IC O 
This study guide explores the role 
women played in the Mexican 
Revolution, styles of leadership, 
and the social impact of art in three 
film modules adapted from the 
PBS documentary The Storm That 
Swept Mexico.

MAP YOUR WORLD 
Inspired by the film The Revolution-
ary Optimists, this multi-platform 
project puts the power of technol-
ogy into the hands of young change 
agents, enabling them to map, 
track, and improve the health of 
their own communities – and share 
their stories of change with each 
other and with the world.

WOMEN AND GIRLS LEAD, VOL. 3:
Women, Girls and The Criminal 
Justice System
Content from three award-winning 
documentaries about the impact 
of mass incarceration on the lives 
of women and girls in the U.S.: Me 
Facing Life: Cyntoia’s Story, Girls 
on the Wall, and Troop 1500.

WONDERCITY (Online Game) 
Inspired by the film Wonder Women! 
The Untold Stories of America’s 
Superheroines, this comic book 
adventure game and study guide 
challenge students to think critically 
about gender stereotypes in the  
media and to identify their own 
heroic qualities.

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT 
Four documentaries explore stories 
of women’s empowerment and 
leadership around the world: Meet an 
indigenous Bolivian leader fighting 
for labor rights; a young Israeli Arab 
karate champion with feminist ideas; 
three Egyptian women working for fair 
elections; and a Kenyan environmen-
tal leader.

WOMEN AND GIRLS LEAD, VOL. 1:
Global Leaders
Inspiring personal stories taken 
from Pushing the Elephant, Bhutto, 
and Waste Land on gender-based 
violence in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, women’s rights in 
Pakistan, and the power of art to 
change women’s lives in the world’s 
largest landfill in Brazil.

WOMEN AND GIRLS LEAD, VOL. 2:
African American Women Leaders
Featuring three films about extraor-
dinary African American women 
leaders. Students will explore media 
tactics Daisy Bates used during the 
Civil Rights era; ways to prevent  
violence in their communities; and 
the impact of Angela Davis’s activism. 

M US LI M S I N AM E R ICA:  
30 Days Ramadan  
The 30 Days Ramadan interactive  
website features videos from Muslims  
around the world during the month 
of Ramadan. The study guide builds 
awareness of the diversity within 
the Muslim community, and the 
importance of ritual and tradition in 
students’ own lives.

WHAT’S YOUR CALLING?  
Six young Americans — Muslim, 
Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish —  
follow their calling to become 
professional clergy. Students will 
contemplate what it takes to pursue 
one’s passion in life — whatever it 
may be.

TH E I S LAN D P R E S I DE NT 
The Island President explores the 
global politics of climate change and 
the ethics of government and industry 
in the Maldives after charismatic 
leader Mohamed Nasheed became 
president of this low-lying country 
threatened by rising sea levels. 

ALL MATERIALS ALSO AVAILABLE 
ON PBS LEARNING MEDIA
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http://womenandgirlslead.org
http://http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/

