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September 28, 2020 
 
Shaw Communications Inc 
Suite 900, 630-3rd Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2P 4L4 
Bradley S. Shaw, CEO,  
Peter J. Bissonette, President,  
Barbara Williams, Executive Vice President, Broadcasting, & President of Shaw Media 
RE: Adding IsumaTV Nunavut Inuktut channel on Shaw Satellite and ACL Cable in Nunavut  
  
Dear CEO Shaw, President Bissonette and Executive Vice-president Williams:  
 
In light of Broadcasting Decision CRTC 2017-148: Renewal of licenses for the television services of large 
English-language ownership groups issued May 15, 2017, we respectfully offer to broadcast the 24/7 
Inuktut educational television channel IsumaTV Nunavut Independent Inuit Broadcasting on Shaw Direct 
satellite and Arctic Cooperatives Ltd. (ACL) cable television services operating in Nunavut communities as 
soon as possible. A 24-hour preview and TV Guide of this channel can be viewed at www.isuma.tv.  

Shaw’s Limited TV package of 40 channels, like ACL’s Basic TV package of 28 channels, currently broadcast 
less than 1% Inuktut in Nunavut where 84% of Canadians are Inuit. IsumaTV Nunavut immediately adds 168 
hours a week of Inuktut television made by and for Inuit, increasing Basic Inuktut service from 1 to 5%. ACL 
agrees to add IsumaTV to its Basic package if Shaw can make the channel available in its satellite selection. 

In CRTC 2017-148 (76) the CRTC reminded large English-language ownership groups that “Section 3(1)(o) of 
the Broadcasting Act states that programming that reflects the aboriginal cultures of Canada should be 
provided within the Canadian broadcasting system as resources become available for the purpose”; and 
emphasized that (77) “The Canadian broadcasting system plays an important role in the reconciliation of 
Indigenous peoples with Canadian society. In the past, the Commission has raised the immediate need to 
serve the Indigenous community as a whole since vital questions of importance to Indigenous peoples are 
not completely covered, or not covered at all, by non-Indigenous media.” 

To help meet these needs, Corus/Shaw Communications (84) “suggested that CPE or time credits for 
Indigenous productions are another way to encourage major broadcasters to turn to Indigenous producers 
for content…. [and] offered to collaborate with the industry” to increase access for underrepresented 
groups in the broadcasting system and encourage reflection of Indigenous peoples in Canadian television.  

The CRTC’s license ruling (85-88) agreed with Corus: “Currently, programming reflecting the Indigenous 
peoples of Canada is only offered by a small number of programming services. The Commission considers 
that the large private broadcasters can play an important role in providing access to such programming. 
Accordingly, in light of the pressing need to serve the Indigenous community, the Commission considers it 
appropriate to adopt an incentive to encourage the reflection of Indigenous peoples within the system. 
Specifically, the designated groups will receive a 50% credit towards their CPE requirements for 
expenditures on Canadian programming produced by Indigenous producers…. The Commission intends to 
monitor and assess the effectiveness of these measures…{and]…groups and interveners who made 
proposals at the hearing are encouraged to pursue collaborative efforts in this regard.” 
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