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Authentic, Independent Inuit Television 
 
Uvagut TV was launched on January 18, 2021, making history as Canada’s first 
Indigenous-language TV channel, broadcasting a 24/7 primarily Inuktuk-language 
schedule of children’s shows, movies, documentaries, cultural, current affairs and public 
access programming.  This is television unlike anything you’ve ever seen before. 
 
Connecting Inuit to each other and the broader Canadian public 
 
Uvagut TV (meaning “our” TV) connects and empowers Inuit to share stories with one 
other; ensures children are growing up with television programming in Inuktut; and 
informs Inuit about issues affecting Inuit lands, lives and culture.  Through programming 
rooted in Inuit storytelling, humour and ways of seeing the world, Uvagut TV strengthens 
ties and builds understanding across Inuit Nunangat and with Canadians everywhere. 
 
Inuit Rights to Inuktut Media 
 
Imagine not having access to television in your own language in your own country.  
 
Inuktut is an official language in Nunavut and the Northwest Territories, it’s spoken by 2/3 
of all Inuit and half of Inuit kids speak Inuktut as their first language.   Across Inuit 
Nunangat – the Inuit traditional homelands of Nunavut, Inuvialuit in the NWT, 
Nunatsiavut in Labrador and Nunavik in Northern Quebec – 83.9% of Inuit speak 
Inuktitut.  Inuit Nunangat encompasses roughly 35 percent of Canada’s landmass and 50 
percent of its coastline.  According to the 2016 census, about 27 per cent of Inuit live 
outside Inuit Nunangat with the largest community in the Ottawa-Gatineau area. 
 
For over 40 years Inuit fought for the right to have television in Inuktut.  When television 
arrived in the Arctic in the 1980s, many warned of the impacts southern media would 
have on Inuit culture.  In an historic speech before the CRTC, Rosemarie Kuptana 
described the arrival of southern mainstream media as “the bomb that kills the people, but 
leaves the buildings standing.  Neutron-bomb television,” she described, “is the kind of 
television that destroys the soul of a people but leaves the shell of a people walking 
around.”    
 
There are over 750 licensed TV channels in Canada and Canadians can currently 
subscribe to more than 110 specialty and pay channels offering programming in a variety 
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of languages other than English and French. Uvagut TV is the first and only channel 
offered nationally in an Indigenous language.  
 
The vital role played by media in strengthening and revitalizing Indigenous language and 
culture is widely recognized and enshrined as a fundamental human right in the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).   
 
 
Growing the Inuit Production Sector 
 
Uvagut TV provides a national distribution platform for Inuit programming created since 
the 1980s and new productions by independent producers and Inuit communications 
societies. Uvagut TV broadcast licenses can trigger professional sector financing for 
independent producers which in turn is helping grow the ecosystem of professional 
production sector jobs for Inuit that are rooted in language and culture.   
 
Programming 
 
Uvagut TV’s schedule includes children’s shows like Anaana’s Tent (produced by Taqqut 
Productions); Iglaq (produced by the Inuvialuit Communications Society; Classic films 
from Isuma, Kingulliitt and Arnait Producitons (Atanarjuat; The Journals of Knud 
Rasmussen; A Day in the Life of Noah Piugattuk; Restless River; Tia & Piujuk) and our 
flagship weekly live arts and current affairs program Tungannarniq Nunagijavut which is 
produced with community partners including the Arviat Film Society and the Inuvialuit 
Communications Society.  Uvagut TV also broadcasts important public access 
programming including LIVE broadcasts of the Public Hearings into the proposed phase 2 
expansion of Baffinland’s Mary River iron ore mine.  Uvagut TV was proud to provide live 
coverage in Inuktitut of the installation of Mary Simon as Governor General from Ottawa 
and a Nunavut candidates forum during the lead up to the federal election. 
 
Inuit Owned and Operated 
 
Uvagut TV broadcasts 24 hours a day, 168 hours of Inuit-made programming every week, 
90% in Inuktut and approximately 60% with English subtitles.  Uvagut TV is available 
nationally to 600,000 Shaw Direct satellite subscribers, Arctic Coop Cable subscribers in 
Nunavut and NWT and FCNQ subscribers in Nunavik. Viewers around the world can 
watch the broadcast stream online 24/7 at www.uvagut.tv 
 
Uvagut TV is owned and operated by Nunavut Independent Television Network (NITV), 
an Inuit owned non-profit founded in 1991 in Igloolik as a media arts centre. NITV is 
dedicated to the enhancement and preservation of Inuktut and Inuit culture through the 
creation and exhibition of Inuit video art, linking Nunavut communities through Internet 
television channels, local access internet-TV, media training and digital literacy initiatives, 
the production and distribution of Inuktut video and film — and now broadcast television. 


