LandscapeDesign

Tips and ideas to help your landscape look its best

The No-Mow Zone
Growing more than grass

Story and photos by Andrea Wilson Mueller

Grass has become the principal component of
the modern landscape. Fuel, power mowers, toxic emissions, fertilizers, pesticides, water and your weekend time
are all part of the cost of lawn maintenance. So you have a
lawn service to save yourself time and energy? The damage
to the environment remains. Grass lawns have their place,
yet they are overused and often exist in spaces that could
be more creatively utilized. Replacing your lawn with garden
space provides a more environmentally friendly, beautiful
and cost-effective alternative. It may not be practical to
replace an entire large lawn, but certainly a portion could
be replaced with flowering shrubs or perennials to give the
space and your home their own identity.
With spring just around the corner, now is the time to
think about transforming your lawn (or at least part of it) to
a garden. Begin by conquering the smallest portion of your
yard, which be should be more manageable in terms of time
and cost. For these featured projects, one client started with
the backyard, while the other downtown residents started
with the front yard. The first and most important step is to
hire a landscape designer who can create a master plan that
is a reflection of you and blends with the architectural style
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of your home. A professionally designed plan is vital to the
success of your garden and can also solve problems in the
landscape.
In any case, simplicity is always best — and less really is
more. I have never heard a client say, “I want to be a slave
to my garden.” You can still have a lush landscape without
extreme maintenance, if it’s properly planned. Also consider
eco-friendly hardscapes or pavers to extend the outdoor
living area for side and backyards, or make a more welcoming entrance to your home. Hardscapes provide the “wow”
factor for many projects and provide a transition from the
home to the garden.
In this featured backyard project, a 4-foot paver border
was added on three sides of the existing concrete pad to
create an additional outdoor living area and dress up the
concrete pad. The barren field of grass and clay soil became home to many flowering shrubs, perennials, trees and
ornamental grasses. An herb garden, locust tree and dwarf
sweetbay magnolia were also added for shade.
Continued on page 59.

The homeowners’ birdbath is centered among the
herb garden with creeping thyme, lavender and
dwarf maiden grass (in the
background).

Newly planted thyme,
lavender, grasses and
heuchera wait to grow
among the steppingstone layout.
Creeping thyme grows
between the steppingstones, while the lavender
is still a little slow to take
off. Again, you can see the
4-foot paver border that
was added on three sides
of the existing concrete
pad. The concrete pad was
stained to blend with the
pavers after these photos
were taken.
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A boring front lawn became a wonderful
Mediterranean-inspired garden.

These converted lawns also have the benefit of
beauty, lessened environmental impact and more imaginative spaces
for adults and children alike.
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The newly planted path from the side yard to the
backyard. The entire backyard was a barren field
of grass and is now home to a garden.
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The same path from the side to the back only
two seasons later. The veronica, boxwood,
grasses and other shrubs have filled in nicely.
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The border along the back property
line contains yellow Knock Out roses
and plenty of room for the homeowner to plant desired annuals.

By the third season, the plants have
completely filled in the space, making
for minimal maintenance.
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The side filled with dwarf maiden grass to fill in the area and
give the homeowners some privacy. If I had it to do over, I would
not use maiden grass — I’ve come to hate the stuff due to its
invasive nature. This was over four years ago.

Continued from page 52.
The possibilities are endless and depend upon your style
and needs. Here are just a few styles and ideas to match for
your no-mow garden space:
• Busy Perfectionist: Simple and classic evergreen hedge
with ground cover and a piece of art, sculpture or an
interesting container filled with colorful annuals as a
focal point.
• Free and Flowing: English-style cottage garden with a
paver walkway and an arbor with vines.
• Relaxed Modern: Japanese Zen garden with simple
architectural plants and a simple, natural focal point.
• Organic Health Nut: Vegetable and fruit garden mixed
with other permanent landscape trees and shrubs for a
beautiful, edible garden.
• Gourmet Chef: Herb garden mixed with structural
evergreen shrubs.
• Nature Lover: Butterfly and bird garden with native
plants.
• Eco-Friendly: Rain garden and/or drought-tolerant
garden.
• Romantic: Aromatic garden.
It typically takes three to five years for a landscape to mature. After plants have filled in, maintenance is minimal and
should be completed every three months for major duties and
monthly for weeds — or maybe more often, depending on the
style of your garden or your preference. This beats mowing
your lawn every week! These converted lawns also have the
benefit of beauty, lessened environmental impact and more
imaginative spaces for adults and children alike.m
Andrea Wilson Mueller is a landscape designer and owner of Inside
Out Design, LLC (Frankfort, KY), a landscape and hardscape designbuild firm dedicated to sustainability and creativity for outdoor spaces.
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