
                                                          

       
Central Red Society Class Schedule & Registration 

Spring 2017 
In January, just as we did last year, we will be tapping into the “January Series” broadcast by Calvin College in Grand Rapids and viewed at Third 
Reformed Church.  Join us for the lecture and refreshments/discussion afterwards in the Third Church Café. 
 
Matthew Desmond: “Poverty and Profit in the American City” 
Thursday, Jan. 5, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Third Church Auditorium 
No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 
Matthew Desmond is John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social Science at Harvard University and the co-founder of 
the Justice and Poverty Project. His writing on poverty in America has appeared in the New York Times, The New Yorker, 
and Chicago Tribune. In 2015, Desmond was awarded a MacArthur “Genius” grant. His newly released book, Evicted: 
Poverty and Profit in the American City, draws on years of embedded fieldwork and painstakingly gathered data. The 
reality in our country is that most poor renting families spend more than half of their income on housing, and eviction has 
become ordinary, especially for single mothers. In his book, Desmond provides a ground-level view of one of the most 
urgent issues facing America today. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the centrality of hom, without 
which nothing else is possible. 
 
Justin Skeesuck and Patrick Gray: “I’ll Push You: A Story of Radical Friendship, Overcoming Challenges, and the Power 
of Community” 
Thursday, Jan. 12, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Third Church Auditorium 
No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 
In the spring of 2012, Justin Skeesuck asked his best friend of nearly 40 years, Patrick Gray, to tackle the epic 500-mile 
pilgrimage across northern Spain called the Camino de Santiago. The challenge? Justin lives life in a wheelchair. When 
asked, Patrick’s response was simple and direct. He said, “I’ll push you.” Two years later, they started their journey and 
had absolutely no idea how they would make the 500 miles from France to the cathedral in Santiago; they just knew they 
had to get there. Justin and Patrick had to rely on the help and strength of friends, acquaintances, and even complete 
strangers in order to navigate the many challenges they faced on their 34-day journey. Since returning from Spain, they 
have used their heartfelt storytelling to share the comical details of their  journey…the joys, the struggles, the beautiful 
relationships, and the lessons they learned in faith, hope, love, and friendship. Their goal in sharing their story is that 
others will walk away recognizing that each life is not defined by its limitations, but is defined by what is accomplished in 
spite of those limitations. 
 
Taylor Davis: “American Violinist in Concert” 
Thursday, Jan. 19, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Third Church Auditorium 
No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 
Taylor Davis is a classically trained American violinist, arranger, and composer, whose passion for video game and film 
music led her to launch her widely popular YouTube channel “ViolinTay” in 2010. Five years, over 150 videos, 1 million 
subscribers, and 140 million views later, she has become one of the fastest rising stars in the digital world. Taylor has 
released five full-length game, anime, and film-themed albums, a full-length Christmas album, and most recently, a self-
titled original album that debuted at #10 on the Billboard Classical Charts. In addition to maintaining a schedule of 



                                                          
consistent, high-quality content on YouTube, Taylor has also recorded violin solos on video game scores, including “The 
Banner Saga” composed by Grammy-nominated Austin Wintory. A regular at VidCons and E3 Expos, Davis has performed 
live on many stages and events throughout the United States and Euroope. Taylor began studying the violin at age 8 and 
continued her classical training through college, where she graduated magna cum laude from Gonzaga University with a 
degree in Public Relations and a minor in Violin Performance. 
 
Richard Phillips: “Food for Thought” 
Thursday, Feb 16, 10:30 a.m. 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
Cost: $10 
Central’s chef Richard Phillips has always been steadfast about the commitment to “eat local.” At Central, he partners 
with local farmers, as well as those across the state. Learn why it’s important to eat local, the benefits to your health and 
to food sustainability, and how you can buy local, too. Richard Phillips was born in Canada to Welsh parents who moved 
back to Wales when he was 1. He met his wife Kellie the first week he was a student at Central, and they’ve been 
inseparable since then. Kellie has owned and operated Monarch’s, while Richard has been at Central since 2012, 
presently as Director. He’s an excellent singer and at one time worked in theater, TV, and film. 
 
Milly Vande Kieft: “An Insider’s Look at Tulip Time” 
Thursday, March 16, Reception starting at 5:00; class begins at 5:30. 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
Cost: $15 
Join us in a fun evening learning about many of the Dutch costumes seen at Tulip Time. The costume of the men, women, 
and children often tell of the owner’s province, wealth, religion, occupation, marital status, and more. You’ll learn why 
the color red is used in many costumes, the uniqueness of an “orijizer” and a “kraplap” and many other interesting 
tidbits. Some of the models will be our Central RED members. Milly Vande Kieft is a retired instructor of children’s 
literature at Central College. Being 100 percent Dutch from Sioux County in northwest Iowa, she has always been 
interested in the Dutch culture. Despite her Dutch heritage, Milly first became interested in the dress of the Dutch when 
she needed a Dutch costume for marching with her students in the Tulip Time parade. This sparked her interest in finding 
out about Dutch costumes, customs, foods, and lifestyle. Milly was on the original committee that created patterns of 
Dutch costumes for Pella residents. She now serves on the Convention and Visitors Bureau board, is a Pella tour guide, 
and is part of the Dutch Demos at Tulip Time. She is very active in her church leading children’s activities and musicals 
and finds great therapy at her space-age, electronic sewing machine. 
 
Lunch ‘n Learn—Andrew Joseph:  “What’s the Deal With the Bees?” 
Monday, March 27, 12:00 p.m. 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
No cost for the presentation: $10 for the lunch 
We’ve all heard that honeybees are in trouble. Colony collapse disorder has made the news….a situation where bees 
disappear for no reason. And yet in Iowa, new beekeepers are springing up every day as this age-old process is being 
revived.  Andy will address what are the biggest challenges to the bee population, and their effect on agriculture if they 
die out. Andy Joseph is the State Apiarist for the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) and will 
address the problems in the bee community and the hope for the future that he sees. Joseph graduated from the 
University of Kentucky with an M.S. in Entomology.  
 
 
 
 
 



                                                          
Brian Clark: “A 9/11 Survivor’s Story” 
Thursday, April 6, Reception at 5:30; presentation at 6:30 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
Cost: $15 
All of us remember exactly where we were on Sept. 11, 2001. It was a day of desperation and despair for our country. 
Brian Clark is a survivor of the attacks on the World Trade Center that day. Clark worked for the American international 
brokerage firm Euro Brokers, which lost 61 employees that day—nearly one-fifth of its New York branch. Clark was one of 
only four people in the South Tower to escape from a floor above the plane's impact, escaping from his office on the 84th 
floor. He was later appointed by his company's management to be President of the Euro Brokers Relief Fund, created to 
help take financial care of the families of those who were lost. After retiring in 2006, Clark and his wife Dianne now live in 
Mahwah, New Jersey. Come here his story of survival, his aid to a fellow survivor, and how being a survivor has affected 
the rest of his life. 

 
Field Trip: “Iowa City’s Old Capitol and the Lasansky Art Gallery” 
Thursday, April 13, Leave Pella 8:30 a.m. 
Cost: $30, includes lunch and bus 
Join us for a wonderful day in Iowa City.  We will begin with a docent-led tour at historic Old Capitol on The University of 
Iowa’s campus.  Then we will take a brief walk through downtown Iowa City to the Lasansky Art Gallery.   We will meet 
Phillip and Diego Lasansky (son & grandson) of the world renowned printmaker, Mauricio Lasansky.  Phillip, who runs the 
gallery, will tell us about his father who is internationally known for developing innovative approaches to copper print 
making. We will see some of Mauricio’s  famous lithographs.  We will also hear from grandson, Diego, who is a recent 
University of Iowa graduate and an up-and-coming painter and printmaker in his own right.  Diego’s work has already 
garnered local, national, and international attention.  At age 21, he just finished his first solo museum exhibition at the 
Cedar Rapids Museum of Art.  We will wrap up the day with lunch in downtown Iowa City at Atlas World Grill Restaurant 
known for its globally inspired contemporary cuisine. Limit of 30.  Bus available for up to 14. 

Year-End Celebration 
Tuesday, May 23, 5:30 p.m. 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
Cost: $10 
Join us for an end-of-year celebration where we’ll review our year, thank our instructors, and unveil next year’s classes 
and offerings! 
 
Summer Event Field Trip: Pappajohn Sculpture Gardens and Meredith Gardens 
Friday, June 2, 10:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Cost: $25, includes lunch and bus 
Maximum of 30 
Two wonderful outdoor spaces—the Pappajohn Sculpture Gardens and the Meredith Gardens will be available for us to 
tour with docents from the Des Moines Art Center at the Sculpture Gardens and self-guided tours at Meredith. 
Afterwards, we’ll enjoy a bag lunch among the beauty of the gardens. Limit of 30. Bus available for up to 14. 
 
 
 
 


