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Who SuStainS the artS? 

the artS are not JuSt for artiStS, and 
cannot survive without a rich ecosystem of people 
who love them, and love artists. During this 
weekend we will take a tour of the many facets of 
the artistic ecosystem that need tending in order 
for the arts to thrive in a society. We will reflect on 
what our own roles may be in creating a healthier 
ecosystem for the creation of works that advance 
the true, the good, and the beautiful in—not 

separate from—the contemporary world of the arts:

•	the reciPient: why the willingness to encounter art is the foundation 
of a healthy artistic society;

•	the aDvocate: the roles of gallery owners, agents, auction houses, 
and others who represent artists’ work in the marketplace;

•	the Patron: the importance of personal investment in art that goes 
beyond mere purchase or consumption;

•	the critic: how assessment and critique benefit artists and art;

•	the PaStor: the role of churches and their leaders in restoring a 
healthy climate for encountering art.

We will also consider the signs of a healthy artistic ecosystem, and the 
signs of a stressed and diminished artistic world. We will honestly assess 
the threats to thriving artistic practice in a world of ubiquitous images and 
commodities, a world of cynicism and mistrust, a world of politicized 
communication, and of gnostic, disembodied virtual reality. our time 
together will be animated by the hope that far from being too late to 
restore a thriving ecosystem in the arts, we are on the threshold of more 
opportunities for influencing and restoring the art world than have been 
available for centuries. We will leave having sought clarity in our callings, 
encouragement in our inadequacies, and confidence in our resources to 
be part of the comprehensive flourishing that only exists when the arts 
are thriving.

regiStration includes four nights’ accommodation and all meals. airfare 
is not included. 

Fees (per person) Lodge Room Suite

Shared room $1,480 $1,780
Single room $1,680 $1,980

DeaDline: June 1, or until space is filled. Space is limited, and 
registrations are accepted on a first come, first served basis. a receipt will 
be mailed to confirm your registration, followed by an informational packet.

accommoDations: the modest lodge rooms offer two twin beds and a 
private bath; the large suites, most of which are built on the side of a 
bluff over the frio river, offer unparalleled views of the scenery, a private 
bath, and shared balcony.

payment: a non-refundable deposit of $300 per person must 
accompany your registration in order to reserve your space. the balance 
is due by July 1 (nonpayment will forfeit your space). Please make checks 
payable to Image, or phone us at 206.281.2988 to pay by credit card.

reFunDs: Between July 1 and august 1, a 50% refund will be paid upon 
cancellation. no refunds are available after august 1.

getting arounD: While our lodgings are centrally located, easy mobility 
is necessary to participate in most nature walks, day trips, or explorations.  

Waiting list: if the seminar is full, we will contact you and place you on a 
waiting list. We will let you know as soon as space becomes available.

regiStration 
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Set in the texaS hiLL country’S most spectacular canyon, Laity Lodge 
presides over an extraordinary confluence of creativity and faith-building. 
a retreat center whose mission includes “the renewal of society through 
the renewal of the church; church renewal through renewal of the family; 
and family renewal through renewed individuals,” it offers workshops, 
speakers, and a quiet house for silent retreats as well as hiking, 
kayaking, bird-watching, and tennis. Set with cypresses and oaks, the 
pristine frio river canyon is carved from the rolling scrub brush of central 
texas. hidden in the shadows of bluff walls, the lodge is reached by 
driving through the river itself and looks out over the river’s green waters. 
its natural beauty offers a perfect setting to explore the ecology of 
cultural renewal. visit www.laitylodge.org for more. 

Laity LoDge
frio river canyon, texaS

anDy crouch
ecoLogiSt of cuLture

anDy crouch is the author of Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative 
Calling, winner of Christianity Today’s 2009 Book award for christianity and 
culture and named one of the best books of 2008 by Publishers Weekly, 
Relevant, Outreach, and Leadership. in 2011 he became special assistant 
to the president at christianity today international, where he is also 
executive producer of this is our city, a multi-year project featuring 
documentary video, reporting, and essays about christians seeking the 
flourishing of their cities. 
he serves on the 
governing boards of fuller 
theological Seminary and 
equitas group, a 
philanthropic organization 
focused on ending child 
exploitation in haiti and 
Southeast asia. he is 
also a member of the 
editorial board of Books & 
Culture, a senior fellow of 
the international Justice 
mission’s iJm institute, 
and a member of the board of advisors for the John templeton 
foundation. his writing has appeared in the Wall Street Journal and in 
several editions of Best Christian Writing and Best Spiritual Writing. he 
lives with his family in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. a classically trained 
musician who draws on pop, folk, rock, jazz, and gospel, he has led 
musical worship for congregations of five to twenty thousand. 



roBerta green ahmanSon is a writer and 
philanthropist whose public activities focus on the 
role of the arts in shaping human experience and 
the role of religion in public life. She chairs the 
boards of the museum of Biblical art and the media 
Project. She is a regular speaker at international 
arts movement’s annual encounters, and a 
contributor to the anthology Blind Spot: When 

Journalists Don’t Get Religion (oxford). With her husband, howard, she has 
sponsored a number of international art exhibitions, most recently The 
Sacred Made Real at the national gallery in London. 

ginger geyer is an austin-based artist who has 
worked in the hybrid medium of porcelain sculpture 
and storytelling for twenty years. her work has been 
featured in Image, The Christian Century, Visual 
Theology, The Door, Blue Rock Review, CIVA/Silver, 
and PBS’s Religion & Ethics News, and in primary 
exhibitions in texas, Dc, arkansas, and vancouver. 
a former art museum professional and adjunct 

professor, she holds an mfa and a seminary degree and serves as arts 
consultant for Laity Lodge. visit www.gingergeyer.com for more.

gregory WoLfe is the founder and editor of Image, 
as well as writer in residence and director of the 
mfa in creative writing program at Seattle Pacific 
university. his books include Intruding Upon the 
Timeless: Meditations on Art, Faith, and Mystery 
(Square halo) and Beauty Will Save the World (iSi 
Books). he has published essays, reviews, and 
articles in Commonweal, First Things, National 

Review, and Crisis, and served as a judge in nonfiction for the 2005 
national Book awards. his website is www.gregorywolfe.com.

gueSt SPeakerSthe Program 
the IMAGE SeminarS gather small groups of people who care 
passionately about the ways art and faith can renew our culture. as the 
name “seminars” signifies, we place a strong emphasis on dialogue and 
communion, and make time in the schedule for meaningful conversations. 
the meals we share also allow for more intimate exchanges that often 
become the basis of lasting friendships.

andy crouch, journalist and cultural critic, will be our discussion leader. 
in addition to the sessions he leads, roberta ahmanson will give a talk 
about the role of the patron in the arts. there will also be a panel 
discussion involving all of our speakers. ginger geyer will open up the art 
studio at Laity Lodge’s cody center for those who want to collaborate with 
her on an art project. Several weeks before the event, we will mail some 
brief readings to help you prepare for our time together. Participants are 
encouraged to come prepared to share their own reflections on the 
ecosystem that sustains the arts. 

Joel Sheesley. Sentinel. 


