
F-LE In The Billions and Linear
Modeling

Task

The data in the table below was taken from Wikipedia.

Year World Population (Estimate)

1804 1

1927 2

1960 3

1974 4

1987 5

1999 6

2012 7

a. Based on the data in the above table, would a linear function be appropriate to
model the relationship between the world population and the year? Explain how you
know.

b. Using only the data from 1960 onward in the above table, would a linear function be
appropriate to approximate the relationship between the world population and the
year? Explain how you know.
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c. Based on your work in parts (a) and (b), would a linear function be appropriate to
predict the world population in 2200? Explain.
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