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“On sunny days, surrounded by cheerful couples and 
boatloads of kids merrily bumping into each other, I had 
trouble concentrating on what I was doing.  I preferred the 
cold, windy, gray days, when I found myself almost alone.  My 
mind could then retreat into itself, tentatively tasting the 
loneliness, the monotony, the hardships to come – and liking 
it.  It was boring watching the blades go in and out, in and 
out, but at the same time there seemed to be a purpose to 
it….Almost anybody with a little bit of know-how can sail.  I’m 
after a battle with nature, primitive and raw.”  
(John Fairfax, as quoted in the book The Oceanrowers by  
Kenneth Crutchlow and Steve Boga) 











“Our reception was magnificent, and – oh, I love 
America, love everybody today, but mere words 
cannot express my feeling, and I will not try.  Only one 
thing I can say, and this is to you, my lovely little 
Britannia: ‘I salute you.’” (John Fairfax, as quoted in the book 

The Oceanrowers by Kenneth Crutchlow and Steve Boga) 







“We find it an interesting coincidence that you 
completed your arduous voyage here on earth at a 
spot very near the one from which we started our 
voyage to the moon.  And that you arrived at your 
destination quite near the time that we reached 
ours.”  
(Letter from the Apollo 11 astronauts to John Fairfax) 
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and the last first.” 

Matthew 10:30 (ESV): “Whoever finds his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 



Show Stealer 
John 1:29-37 (ESV): “The next day he saw Jesus coming 
toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, “After 
me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was 
before me.” 31 I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.’ 32 And John bore witness: ‘I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him….”  



Show Stealer 
“…33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.” 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that 
this is the Son of God.’ 35 The next day again John was 
standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus 
as he walked by and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’ 37 The 
two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.”  
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Show Stealer 
John 3:26-30 (ESV): “And they came to John and said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to 
whom you bore witness – look, he is baptizing, and all 
are going to him.’ 27 John answered, ‘A person cannot 
receive even one thing unless it is given him from 
heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 
“I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before 
him.”…”  



Show Stealer 
“…29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. 
The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice.  
Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He 
must increase, but I must decrease.”  
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Show Stealer 

Mark 10:43-44 (ESV): “But whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever 
would be first among you must be slave of all.” 



Main Point 
FOR GOD’S WORKERS, SETBACK IS  
 BAKED  
  INTO THE  
 CAKE. 



2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (ESV): “But [the Lord] said to me, 
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities.  For when I am weak, then 
I am strong.” 

Show Stealer 



Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV): “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” 
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Acts 1:8 (ESV): “But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.” 
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Show Stealer 
2 Timothy 2:1-3 (ESV): “You then, my child, be 
strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus,  
2 and what you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will 
be able to teach others also. 3 Share in suffering as a 
good soldier of Christ Jesus.” 



Show Stealer 
2 Timothy 3:12-14 (ESV): “Indeed, all who desire to 
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
13 while evil people and impostors will go on from 
bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as 
for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it.” 
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Show Stealer 
Mark 10:29-31 (ESV): “Jesus said, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 
or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake 
and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold 
now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and 
in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first 
will be last, and the last first.’” 



Show Stealer 
Matthew 5:3-5 (ESV): “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth.” 
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Show Stealer 
John 3:29 (NIV): “The bride belongs to the 
bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom 
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he 
hears the bridegroom’s voice.  That joy is mine, and it 
is now complete.” 
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Matthew 5:11-12 (ESV): “Blessed are 
you when others revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my 

account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” 
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Show Stealer 
“McClellan (or Little Mac, as he became known to his 
soldiers and admirers) would prove to be one handy-
dandy little organizer, creating the Army of the 
Potomac, then stamping it indelibly with his personal 
style of command.  In many ways he was also one of the 
most brilliant strategists ever produced by the U.S. 
Army.  However, as a tactician he severely lacked a 
major requirement – a killer’s instinct….”  



Show Stealer 
“…Another problem was his unwillingness to risk 
everything and go for broke.  As Robert E. Lee once 
put it, a good commander must love the army, but a 
great one must be willing to risk the death of the 
thing he loves.  McClellan could not, and never was, 
able to take that ultimate risk.”  
(From Jay W. Simpson’s book Crisis of Command in the Army of the 
Potomac: Sheridan’s Search for an Effective General, page 108) 
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1 Peter 3:17 (ESV): “For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.” 
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Show Stealer 
Judges 16:30 (NIV): “Samson said, ‘Let me die with 
the Philistines!’ Then he pushed with all his might, 
and down came the temple on the rulers and all the 
people in it.  Thus he killed many more when he died 
than while he lived.” 



Show Stealer 
John 1:14-37; 3:22-36 

August 26, 2018  



Wild Man 
The Ravings of  

John the Baptizer 

Next Week: Mark 6:14-29 

 
 


