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“It is again impressed upon every officer and man of 
this command that ground once captured must under 
no circumstances be given up in the absence of direct, 
positive, and formal orders to do so emanating from 
these headquarters.  Troops occupying ground must 
be supported against counterattack and all gains held.  
It is a favorite trick of the [Germans] to spread 
confusion…by calling out ‘retire’ or ‘fall back.’…”  



“…If, in action, any such command is heard, officers 
and men may be sure that it is given by the enemy.  
Whoever gives such a command is a traitor, and it is 
the duty of any officer or man who is loyal to his 
country and who hears such an order given to shoot 
the offender upon the spot.  We are not going back 
but forward!”  
(The orders of General Robert Alexander to Major Charles W. 
Whittlesey, as quoted in Richard Slotkin’s book Lost Battalions, page 
309) 







“The suffering of your wounded men can be heard 
over here in the German lines, and we are appealing 
to your humane sentiments to stop.  A white flag 
shown by one of your men will tell us that you agree 
with these conditions.”  
(Letter from a German commanding officer to Major Charles W. 
Whittlesey, as quoted in L.C. McCollum’s book History and Rhymes of 
the Lost Battalion, page 49) 









“We are along the  
road parallel to 276.4.   
Our own artillery is dropping a barrage directly on us.  
For heaven’s sake stop it.”  
(Message from Major Charles Whittlesey to headquarters, October 5, 
1918) 
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Luke 3:2-6 (ESV): “During the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John the son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he went 
into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the 

book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,…” 



“…‘The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled,…” 



“…and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become 

level ways, 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God.”’” 





Ezra 10:11 (ESV): “Now then make 
confession to the LORD, the God of your 

fathers and do his will.  Separate 
yourselves from the peoples of the land 

and from the foreign wives.” 



 
 
 
JOHN’S MESSAGE CLEARLY DIVIDED THE 
 SINNERS  
  FROM THE  
 WINNERS. 

Main Point 



Luke 12:51 (ESV): “Do you think that I 
have come to give peace on earth?  No, I 

tell you, but rather division.” 



Luke 3:7-18 (ESV): “He said therefore to the 
crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 

‘You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in 

keeping with repentance.  And do not begin to 
say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
father.” For I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham….”  



“…9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of 
the trees.  Every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.’ 10 And the crowds asked him, 

‘What then shall we do?’ 11 And he 
answered them, ‘Whoever has two tunics is 

to share with him who has none, and 
whoever has food is to do likewise.’…”    



“…12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized 
and said to him, ‘Teacher, what shall we do?’ 

13 And he said to them, ‘Collect no more than 
you are authorized to do.’ 14 Soldiers also 

asked him, ‘And we, what shall we do?’ And 
he said to them, ‘Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or by false accusation, and 
be content with your wages.’…”     



“…15 As the people were in expectation, 
and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the 
Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, 

‘I baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming, the strap of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie…”    



“…He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his barn, but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
18 So with many other exhortations he 
preached good news to the people.”     



    



    



John 1:19-23 (ESV): “And this is the testimony 
of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are 
you?’ 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, ‘I am not the Christ.’ 21 And they 
asked him, ‘What then?  Are you Elijah?’ He 
said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the Prophet?’ And 

he answered, ‘No.’…”  



“…22 So they said to him, ‘Who are you?  
We need to give an answer to those who 

sent us.  What do you say about 
yourself?’ 23 He said, ‘I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, “Make 

straight the way of the Lord,” as the 
prophet Isaiah said.’”   



  



Matthew 3:5-6 (ESV): “Then Jerusalem 
and all Judea and all the region about 

the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and 
they were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins.” 





Luke 3:21-22 (ESV): 21 Now when all the 
people were baptized, and when Jesus also 

had been baptized and was praying, the 
heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy 

Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like 
a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am 

well pleased.’” 



Matthew 3:13-15 (ESV): “Then Jesus 
came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to 

be baptized by him. 14 John would have 
prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ 
15 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so 

now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.’ Then he consented.” 



John 1:29 (ESV): “[John] saw Jesus 
coming toward him and said, ‘Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world!’” 















1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV): “For in one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body.” 



1 Romans 6:3-4 (ESV): “Do you not know 
that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4 We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.” 
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Application 



Luke 7:24-30 (ESV): “When John’s messengers 
had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

concerning John: ‘What did you go out into 
the wilderness to see?  A reed shaken by the 

wind? 25 What then did you go out to see?  A 
man dressed in soft clothing?  Behold, those 
who are dressed in splendid clothing and live 

in luxury are in kings’ courts….”  



“…26 What then did you go out to see?  A 
prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written, 
“Behold, I send my messenger before your 

face, 
    who will prepare your way before 

you.”…” 



“…28 I tell you, among those born of women 
none is greater than John.  Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than her.’ 
29 (When all the people heard this, and the tax 
collectors too, they declared God just, having 
been baptized with the baptism of John, 30 but 
the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the 
purpose of God for themselves, not having been 
baptized by him.)” 



Matthew 3:7-10 (ESV): “When he saw 
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to his baptism, he said to them, 
‘You brood of vipers!  Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance….”  



“…And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
father,” for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to 
the root of the trees.  Every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.’” 





John 1:12 (ESV): “But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of 

God.” 



John 10:27-28 (ESV): “My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they 
will never perish, and no one will snatch 

them out of my hand.” 
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