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“Grasping a senator’s arm, he would take him off to 
the side of the Chamber for a quiet talk.  One of his 
arms would be firmly around his colleague’s 
shoulders, and after a while, his other  
hand would begin to jab, jab toward the  
other senator as he made his points.   
The jabs would no longer stop in midair;  
Lyndon Johnson’s long forefinger would  
begin to poke into the other senator’s  
chest….” 



“…Or that hand – the other arm would still be around 
the shoulders, lest the senator try to get away –would 
reach out and take the senator’s lapel, gently at first, 
but then harder, grabbing the lapel, pulling the 
senator closer or pushing him back. And Lyndon 
Johnson’s big head would be down in the other 
senator’s face, or, twisting and cocking,  
coming up into that face from below.”  
(from Robert A. Caro’s book The Years of Lyndon  
Johnson: Master of the Senate, page 587) 







“Remember, I make the decisions.  You don’t.”  
(Lyndon Johnson, as quoted in Anthony Bergen’s article The Johnson 
Treatment on deadpresidents.tumblr.com, February 24, 2013) 













“I only blurted something obvious, like ‘Thanks for seeing 
me.’ Johnson didn’t reply.  He just stared at me from 
under heavy, lowered brows, across the sheet littered 
with his hair clippings.  I shuffled from one foot to 
another; still he said nothing, nor did he even move, as 
the seconds came to seem minutes, then hours….I 
shuffled and writhed.  He still said nothing.  Finally I knew 
I was beaten, and to my shame I mumbled  
some banality about the nation’s good fortune  
in having such a man to take over….”  



“…Only then, as if just noticing my presence, he 
whipped off the barber sheet, stood up and spoke, as 
if those interminable moments had never happened.  
Forty years later, whenever I remember that first 
interview with a new president, I still feel diminished 
by my small experience of the Johnson Treatment.” 
(from Tom Wicker’s article Remembering the Johnson Treatment on 
nytimes.com, May 9, 2002) 
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REACTIONS  
  SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
 WORDS. 



REACTIONS  
  SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
 WORDS. 

1 Peter 2:12 (ESV): “Keep your conduct among the 
Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you 
as evildoers, they may see  
your good deeds and glorify  
God on the day of visitation.” 



REACTIONS  
  SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
 WORDS. 

1 Peter 2:15 (ESV): “For this is the will of God, that by 
doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people.” 



REACTIONS  
  SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
 WORDS. 

1 Peter 3:16 (ESV): “Keep a good conscience so that in 
the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile 
your good behavior in  
Christ will be put to  
shame.” 





Nehemiah 4:1-6 (ESV): “Now when Sanballat heard that 
we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly 
enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. 2 And he said in the 
presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, 
‘What are these feeble Jews doing?  Will they restore it 
for themselves?  Will they sacrifice?  Will they finish up 
in a day?  Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of 
rubbish, and burned ones at that?’ 3 Tobiah the 
Ammonite was beside him,  
and he said,…”  



“…‘Yes, what they are building – if a fox goes up on it he 
will break down their stone wall!’ 4 Hear, O our God, for 
we are despised.  Turn back their taunt on their own 
heads and give them up to be plundered in a land where 
they are captives. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and let not 
their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have 
provoked you to anger in the presence of the builders. 
6 So we built the wall.  And all the wall was joined 
together to half its height, for  
the people had a mind to work.” 





Nehemiah 4:7-18 (ESV): “But when Sanballat and 
Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the 
Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of 
Jerusalem was going forward and that the breaches 
were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 
8 And they all plotted together to come and fight 
against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it….”  



“…9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a 
protection against them day and night. 10 In Judah it 
was said, ‘The strength of those who bear the 
burdens is failing.  There is too much rubble.  By 
ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.’ 
11 And our enemies said, ‘They will not know or see 
till we come among them and kill them and stop the 
work.’…”  



“…12 At that time the Jews who lived near them came 
from all directions and said to us ten times, ‘You must 
return to us.’ 13 So in the lowest parts of the space 
behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the people 
by their clans, with their swords, their spears, and 
their bows. 14 And I looked and arose and said to the 
nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the 
people, ‘Do not be afraid of  
them….”   



“…Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, 
and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, 
your wives, and your homes.’ 15 When our enemies 
heard that it was known to us and that God had 
frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each 
to his work. 16 From that day on, half of my servants 
worked on construction, and half held the spears, 
shields, bows, and coats of  
mail….”   



“…And the leaders stood behind the whole house of 
Judah, 17 who were building on the wall.  Those who 
carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each 
labored on the work with one hand and held his 
weapon with the other. 18 And each of the builders 
had his sword strapped at his side while he built.  The 
man who sounded the trumpet was beside me.”  









Nehemiah 6:1-13 (ESV): “Now when Sanballat and 
Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the rest of our 
enemies heard that I had built the wall and that there 
was no breach left in it (although up to that time I had 
not set up the doors in the gates), 2 Sanballat and 
Geshem sent to me, saying, ‘Come and let us meet 
together at Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono.’ But they 
intended to do me harm….”  



“…3 And I sent messengers to them, saying, ‘I am 
doing a great work and I cannot come down.  Why 
should the work stop while I leave it and come down 
to you?’ 4 And they sent to me four times in this way, 
and I answered them in the same manner. 5 In the 
same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant 
to me with an open letter in his hand….” 



“…6 In it was written, ‘It is reported among the 
nations, and Geshem also says it, that you and the 
Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the 
wall.  And according to these reports you wish to 
become their king. 7 And you have also set up 
prophets to proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem, 
“There is a king in Judah.”…”  



“…And now the king will hear of these reports.  So 
now come and let us take counsel together.’ 8 Then I 
sent to him, saying, ‘No such things as you say have 
been done, for you are inventing them out of your 
own mind.’ 9 For they all wanted to frighten us, 
thinking, ‘Their hands will drop from the work, and it 
will not be done.’ But now, O God, strengthen my 
hands.” 





Nehemiah 6:15-16 (ESV): “So the wall was finished on 
the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two 
days. 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, all the 
nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their 
own esteem, for they perceived that this work had 
been accomplished with the help of our God.” 





HEAR YOUR CRITICS,  
  BUT DON’T  
 LISTEN TO THEM. 



HEAR YOUR CRITICS,  
  BUT DON’T  
 LISTEN TO THEM. 
2 Timothy 2:23-26 (ESV): “Have nothing to do with foolish, 
ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 
24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome 
but kind to everyone, able to  
teach, patiently enduring evil…”  



HEAR YOUR CRITICS,  
  BUT DON’T  
 LISTEN TO THEM. 
“…25 correcting his opponents with gentleness.  God may 
perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of 
the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and  
escape from the snare of the  
devil, after being captured by  
him to do his will.”  



HEAR YOUR CRITICS,  
  BUT DON’T  
 LISTEN TO THEM. 
James 1:19-20 (ESV): “Know this, my beloved brothers: let 
every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the 
righteousness of God.” 



HEAR YOUR CRITICS,  
  BUT DON’T  
 LISTEN TO THEM. 

Hebrews 13:6 (NKJV): “So we may boldly say: ‘ The 
LORD is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to 
me?’” 



HEAR YOUR CRITICS,  
  BUT DON’T  
 LISTEN TO THEM. 

Proverbs 15:31 (ESV): “The ear that listens to life-
giving reproof will dwell among the wise.” 



HEAR YOUR CRITICS,  
  BUT DON’T  
 LISTEN TO THEM. 

Proverbs 27:6 (ESV): “Faithful are the wounds of a 
friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.” 
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