










“At the conclusion of the conference, a tribute to 
Comrade Stalin was called for.  Of course, everyone 
stood up (just as everyone had leaped to his feet 
during the conference at every mention of his name). 
The small hall echoed with ‘stormy applause, rising to 
an ovation.’ For three minutes, four minutes, five 
minutes, the ‘stormy applause, rising to an ovation,’ 
continued.  But palms were getting sore and raised 
arms were already aching.  And the older people were 
panting from exhaustion….”  



“…It was becoming insufferably silly even to those 
who really adored Stalin.  However, who would dare 
be the first to stop?  The secretary of the District Party 
Committee could have done it.  He was standing on 
the platform, and it was he who had just called for the 
ovation.  But he was a newcomer.  He had taken the 
place of a man who’d been arrested.  He was afraid!  
After all, NKVD men were standing in the hall 
applauding and watching to see who quit first!...”  



“…And in that obscure, small hall, unknown to the 
Leader, the applause went on – six, seven, eight 
minutes!  They were done for!  Their goose was cooked!  
They couldn’t stop now till they collapsed with heart 
attacks!  At the rear of the hall, which was crowded, 
they could of course cheat a bit, clap less frequently, 
less vigorously, not so eagerly — but up there with the 
presidium where everyone could see them?  The 
director of the local paper factory, an independent and 
strong-minded man, stood with the presidium....”  



“…Aware of all the falsity and all the impossibility of 
the situation, he still kept on applauding!  Nine 
minutes!  Ten!  In anguish he watched the secretary of 
the District Party Committee, but the latter dared not 
stop.  Insanity!  To the last man!  With make-believe 
enthusiasm on their faces, looking at each other with 
faint hope, the district leaders were just going to go 
on and on applauding till they fell where they stood, 
till they were carried out of the hall on stretchers!...”  



“…And even then those who were left would not 
falter…Then after eleven minutes, the director of the 
paper factory assumed a businesslike expression and 
sat down in his seat.  And, oh, a miracle took place!  
Where had the universal, uninhibited, indescribable 
enthusiasm gone?  To a man, everyone else stopped 
dead and sat down.  They had been saved!  The 
squirrel had been smart enough to jump off his 
revolving wheel.  That, however, was how they 
discovered who the independent people were….”  



“…And that was how they went about eliminating them.  
That same night the factory director was arrested.  They 
easily pasted ten years on him on the pretext of 
something quite different.  But after he had signed 
Form 206, the final document of his interrogation, his 
interrogator reminded him: ‘Don’t ever be the first to 
stop applauding!’ (And just what are we supposed to 
do?  How are we supposed to stop?…And that’s…how 
to grind people down with stupidity.”  
(from Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s book The Gulag Archipelago, chapter 2) 
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 Acts 10:1-20 (ESV): “At Caesarea there was a man 

named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as 
the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God 
with all his household, gave alms generously to the 
people, and prayed continually to God. 3 About the 
ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an 
angel of God come in and say to him, ‘Cornelius.’…”   
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 “…4 And he stared at him in terror and said, ‘What 

is it, Lord?’ And he said to him, ‘Your prayers and 
your alms have ascended as a memorial before 
God. 5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one 
Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one 
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.’…”   
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 “…7 When the angel who spoke to him had 

departed, he called two of his servants and a 
devout soldier from among those who attended 
him, 8 and having related everything to them, he 
sent them to Joppa. 9 The next day, as they were on 
their journey and approaching the city, Peter went 
up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray…” 



TO SAY THE LEAST 
 
 
 10 And he became hungry and wanted something 

to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell 
into a trance 11 and saw the heavens opened and 
something like a great sheet descending, being let 
down by its four corners upon the earth.…”    
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 “…12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles 

and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to 
him: ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 14 But Peter said, ‘By 
no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything 
that is common or unclean.’ 15 And the voice came 
to him again a second time, ‘What God has made 
clean, do not call common.’…”   
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 “…16 This happened three times, and the thing 

was taken up at once to heaven. 17 Now while 
Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision 
that he had seen might mean, behold, the men 
who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry 
for Simon’s house, stood at the gate…”  
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 “…18 and called out to ask whether Simon who 

was called Peter was lodging there. 19 And while 
Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to 
him, ‘Behold, three men are looking for you. 
20 Rise and go down and accompany them without 
hesitation, for I have sent them.’”  
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Matthew 24:14 (ESV): “And this gospel of 
the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout 
the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations.”  
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Galatians 2:16 (ESV): “So we also have 
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by works 
of the law, because by works of the law no 
one will be justified.”  
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1 John 5:11-13 (ESV): “God gave us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the 
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. 13 I write these things to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
that you may know that you have eternal life.” 
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1 Thessalonians 5:17 (ESV): “Pray without ceasing.” 
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Acts 22:17-18 (ESV): “When I had returned to 
Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I fell 
into a trance 18 and saw [the Lord] saying to 
me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem 
quickly, because they will not accept your 
testimony about me.’” 
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     1 John 5:14-15 (ESV): “And 
     this is the confidence that 
     we have toward him, that 
     if we ask anything  
     according to his will he 
hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in 
whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 
that we have asked of him.” 
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Matthew 6:7-8 (NASB): “And when you are 
praying, do not use meaningless repetition as 
the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will 
be heard for their many words. 8 So do not be 
like them; for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask Him.” 
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“I should be glad…that I came as near to the 
central idea of the occasion, in two hours, as 
you did in two minutes.”  
(from Edward Everett’s letter to Abraham Lincoln,  
November 19, 1863) 
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Psalm 131:2: “But I have 
calmed and quieted my 
soul, like a weaned child 

with its mother.” 
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