




WELCOME
from Pastor Andy

Besides buying a car, I’m not sure there’s a  
more daunting task on the planet than finding  
a church! 

We generally approach that task with the apprehen-
sion of a first date, wondering if this person is “the 
one” and if their family will welcome us in. So right 
off the bat, it seems there’s always a lot to learn and a 
lot to lose. No wonder the old butterflies in the stom-
ach start showing up!

But nevertheless, here you are holding IBC’s New-
comer Guide and venturing bravely forth. Thank you 
for that. I’m proud of you and just want to say again, 
welcome! 

IBC is a great big spiritual family with a rich histori-
cal legacy, clear theological convictions, deep biblical 
community, and exciting ministry goals and priori-
ties for the future. I know you’ll want to explore all of 
these and get to know us better. 

Please take a few minutes to read through this guide, 
and then take a step toward getting connected. As al-
ways, we stand ready to answer your questions and 
tell you more about who we are. And while we help 
you get to know us, please let us get to know you too! 

We are so very happy to have you here, Andy McQuitty 
Senior Pastor 
Irving Bible Church
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Easter Sunday, 1962

It all began about 50 years ago in a local BBQ 
joint. That’s when some committed believers joined 
up for in-depth Bible study and community — over 
ribs, of course. Over the years, the fledgling congrega-
tion grew. Steadily. They bought a building on Finley 
Road in Irving. Hired a senior pastor. Started serving 
the community. In the late 90s, the church relocated 
to its current location on Kinwest. But IBC has never 
defined itself by its address.

Engrained in the IBC ethos is 
the idea of people on a jour-
ney — a group of believers 
who band together in order 
to grow in Christ, connect 
in community, and join the 
mission of God in the world. 
Since its earliest days, IBC’s 
deep affection for the transforming grace of God in 
Jesus Christ and the study of Scripture has fostered 
dynamic ministries that continue to this day —Bible 
studies, small groups, children’s and youth programs, 
just to name a few. For the past 15 years or so, IBC has 
poured many additional resources into strategic local 
and global mission partnerships; from drilling clean 
water wells in Sudan to providing mentors for at-risk 
kids in local school systems. 

“Engrained in the IBC ethos is 
the idea of people on a journey 

— a group of believers who band 
together in order to grow in 
Christ, connect in community, 
and join the mission of God in 
the world.”

THE IBC STORY

The past five years of IBC history have seen continued 
emphasis on experiencing and expressing the love 
of Jesus. New ministries have sprouted — Laundry 

Love Project Irving, which 
provides free wash cycles to 
patrons at a local laundro-
mat; the expansion of IBC’s 
ministry to children and 
adults with special needs; the 
development of IBC’s weekly 
Medical Clinic.

The IBC story is just one of 
many God is writing across the street and around the 
world. We hope you’ll be a part of it.  

Construction of Town Square and 
Worship Center, October 29, 2001
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Sunday worship service, May 1982

Leadership, 1963

Partner, Water is Basic 
in Sudan

Medical Clinic

Partner, Laundry Love

Special Needs Ministry

Staff, 1993



6

WHO IS IBC?

We are imperfect  
people on a journey.

THE JOURNEY IS BUILT ON: 

Growing in Christ

Connecting in Community

Joining the Mission of God



I remember the first time I started growing in 
my relationship with Christ. I had been a believ-
er for a while, but I guess you could describe me as 
having one foot in and one foot out. I believed, but I 
wasn’t sure I was ready to give my whole self over to 
Jesus. And then one day my heart changed. I remem-
ber sitting in a worship service thinking, I don’t want 
to show up again having not given any thought or at-
tention to my relationship with Christ. I know now 
that I was responding to the Holy Spirit’s prompting. 
He was wooing me to trust him and get to know him. 
This started a beautiful journey of learning, growing 
and transforming.

I started engaging more on Sunday. Listening. Wor-
shipping. Tuning my heart to God’s story of grace.  
I joined a Bible study and started to read and re-
flect on God’s words on my own and then discuss 
them in community. And my life started to be trans-
formed. Things I never thought I could give over 
to Jesus started to soften and change. Simply put, I 
was growing in Christ and being transformed into a  
new creation.

JODIE NIZNIK  
is our Pastor to Women.
jniznik@irvingbible.org
irvingbible.org/women

If you are ready to start (or continue) your journey 
of growing in Christ, let us help you with that. IBC 
is teeming with opportunities to get to know Jesus 
better through learning, reflecting, and experiencing 
community. 

GROWING IN CHRIST It’s more than church on Sunday.
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One more thing: this is true regardless of who you are. 
IBC is a place where people value grace and accep-
tance. If you’re skeptical that you could ever belong 
at a church, if you’ve been told “you don’t belong”  
by other churches, we understand. Many of us have 
been there. But give us a try anyway. You might  
be surprised.

Belonging is funny thing. Sometimes it happens real-
ly fast around here. Sometimes it’s surprisingly slow. 
But it does happen. In fact it happens every day. We 
want you to connect in community at IBC. In fact, we 
expect it. So keep showing up, and not just to the Sun-
day service. You may not feel like you belong yet, but 
together we can change that. 

CONNECTING IN COMMUNITY

You don’t belong here. 

I know that’s probably not what you expected to 
read in the newcomer’s guide, but it’s true. If you’re 
a newcomer then you feel, well, new — like you don’t 
know all the stories, the inside jokes, the names. At 
some point, we’ve all been new; we’ve all felt like we  
didn’t belong. 

Here’s the bad news:
Being new at IBC is like being new anywhere else. We 
don’t have a magic pill that will make you besties with 
a bunch of IBCers. Remember when you were new at 
school? Or new in the neighborhood? Or the new guy 
at work? In each case, starting to belong came from 
a mixture of invitations from others and persistence 
from you. You just had to keep showing up! 

Here’s the good news:
It’s just that easy! Show up to some events. Sign up 
for a small group. Volunteer in a ministry. Join a Bible 
study. The more you show up, the more people you’ll 
meet and the more you’ll feel that you belong.

RYAN SANDERS is our Small Groups 
Pastor and serves on the Lead Team. 
rsanders@irvingbible.org
irvingbible.org/smallgroups

IBC Small Groups are one of the 
many ways to connect.
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JOINING THE MISSION

Mission at IBC is far more than doing “good 
things” for God or trying to get people through 
our doors. It’s a lifestyle in which everything we do 
and say is letting people know that Jesus Christ is 
King and our God reigns.  

Sometimes that looks like serving our Global Partners 
through mission trips and service projects around the 
world. Sometimes that looks like working alongside 
our Local Partners in Irving and several surrounding 
cities. It can look like using your gifts, talents and pas-
sion to help those in our body mature in their faith to 
be who Christ created them to be. It can even look like 
participating in IBC mission projects that serve the 
less fortunate in our community. 

The reality is that mission is a way of seeing the world 
and living life in such a way that whomever we come 
in contact with, wherever we connect with them, will 
see the message of God’s love is clearly demonstrated 
and communicated. 

Having experienced God’s love, we’re all invited to 
express and extend that love to others. That’s what it 
means for us to join the mission of God in the world. 

BRENT MCKINNEY  
is our Mission Pastor. 
bmckinney@irvingbible.org
irvingbible.org/mission

IBC partner My Refuge House rescuses 
exploited girls in Cebu, Philippines.
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The Mosiac Café  
Coffee shop located in IBC 
themocafe@gmail.com

Parenting   
Resources and community 
irvingbible.org/parenting

Sermon-Based Small Groups    
Community cultivating deep relationships 
smallgroups@irvingbible.org  
irvingbible.org/smallgroups 

Single Parents   
Resources, classes, and community 
irvingbible.org/singleparents

Special Needs   
Resources, classes, and community  
for children and adults 
specialneeds@irvingbible.org 
irvingbible.org/specialneeds

Students: Middle and High School    
Community and activities 
students@irvingbible.org 
irvingbible.org/students

The Tubes  
Indoor playground open 9 a.m.-9 p.m. every day  
(972) 560-4600

Women’s Ministry    
Bible Study, service, retreats 
women@irvingbible.org 
irvingbible.org/women

Young Adults  
(20s and 30s— single, married)    
Community and activities 
youngadults@irvingbible.org 
irvingbible.org/youngadults
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JOIN IN WORSHIP
So you found the address, a place to park, and a 
breath mint on the way in. Good work! If you’re reading 
this, you’ve probably already taken the first step — 
attending a worship service. This is the first and most 
important place to start, so keep coming. Become a 
regular. Meet some people who sit in “your” section. As 
you do, you’ll start to get a feel for IBC and what we’re 
all about here. While you are here, make sure to fill out 
a Newcomer Card. Tell us a little about yourself and let 
us know how we can engage with you. Somebody will 
reach out to you this week. irvingbible.org/connect

Start

Being the new person at a church can be hard. 
It often feels like everyone there already belongs and 
is comfortable and you just feel awkward and out 
of place. We know it’s a challenging process to find 
a church that feels like home. Our hope and prayer 
here at IBC is that you feel welcome as soon as you 
walk through these doors. We want you to find a home 
where you grow in Christ, find community, and serve 
the world around you. 

Our hope is that this map helps you navigate the be-
ginning steps of getting involved here. We would love 
to answer any questions you might have, so don’t hes-
itate to ask!

Welcome home. We are so happy to have you here! 

GET  
CONNECTED 
AT IBC

How do I get connected around here anyway? 
We’re glad you asked. Here are the steps for 
adults to take for having your questions  
answered, figuring out the IBC story, and,  
if you’re feeling ready, plugging in.

SHERRI SHARP  
is our Connections Director.
ssharp@irvingbible.org
irvingbible.org/connect
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JOIN A COMMUNITY
You’re firing on all cylinders but something is missing 
And that something is a someone, or a group of some-
ones. Enter sermon-based Small Groups, Women’s 
Bible Study, First Watch, and more. We encourage you 
to find a group and connect authentically with others. 
irvingbible.org/adults

SIGN UP FOR PROPEL
All right! You’re feeling the IBC vibe and want to see 
where you might get involved. Propel is a 4-week class 
that explores the IBC calling and culture, and how your 
unique personality and passions fit in. Meet many of 
our pastors and directors of ministries at IBC. 
irvingbible.org/propel

FIND A PLACE TO SERVE
You’ve come a long way since that first breath mint. 
You’ve been busy worshipping, learning, relating, and 
committing. And it’s at this point that you might start 
looking around at all the people who help create those 
events — ushers, greeters, meal team members, table 
hosts, small group leaders, and the like. Your next step 
now is to join them! Consider your passions, talents 
and spiritual gifts and then ask about a place to 
serve. See irvingbible.org/serve for ideas. 

CHECK OUT THE NEWCOMER GATHERING
So you’re kicking the IBC tires? Good! We’re so glad 
you’re here. The Newcomer Gathering is a great oppor-
tunity to meet church leadership, learn what IBC is all 
about, and connect with other newbies in a fun, relaxed 
environment. irvingbible.org/newcomergathering
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