
 

   Discussion Guide 

Jesus and Those Far From God
Luke 23:39-43 

Ice Breaker 
(5 minutes) 

Discuss 

• If you could get front row seats to any sporting event in the world just once, what 
would you choose?  

Lesson Review 
(45 minutes) 

Read Luke 23:26-49  

Andy identified three categories of people who are far from God.   

Happy Outliers  

These are people who are content to live far from God. They don’t see any need for God. 
Andy speculated that this might have described the criminals crucified with Jesus, at 
least before they were arrested and executed. They had likely been getting rich by 
smuggling weapons for Jewish insurrectionists.   
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Frustrated Outliers  

These are people who mocked Jesus on the cross, and people who mock faith today. 
Underneath the sneers are probably hearts who long for rescue — for a Messiah they can 
believe in — but who can’t match up their expectations with the version of salvation 
Jesus offers.   

Angry Outliers  

These are people in pain. Like the criminal who cursed Jesus, they think “I’m suffering 
and God isn’t doing anything to fix it.”   

Discuss  

• Can you put any names with those categories? Who do you know who is far from 
God and happy, frustrated, or angry about it?  

Jesus’ response to all three categories of people was the same: he loved them and forgave 
them.   

Read John 10:18 and 1 John 1:9  

Andy pointed out that only two people demonstrate faith in this passage (though 
certainly there were others there that day who had faith) — a Roman centurion and 
condemned criminal who had probably participated in a Jewish insurrection against 
Rome.   

Discuss  

• How are these two men different?   

• What does their belief say about the gospel?  

Andy said there are three lessons to learn from this passage.   

 1. It’s never too late to move close to God.  

 2. You’re never too bad to move close to God.  

 3. It’s never too hard to move close to God.  

Discuss  

• Have you ever felt that you or someone you know was too far gone to come near to 
God? What was that like? Do you still feel that way?  

• How did Andy’s message speak to those fears?   
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Application 
(10 minutes) 

Andy had two very simple applications — one for people who believe they are far from 
God, and one for people who feel they are insiders.   

• If you’re far from God, come home.   

• If you’re an insider, don’t give up on outliers. Keep pursuing them just like Jesus 
pursued us.   

Spend some time thanking God for accepting us sinners, and praying for those in your 
life who are far from God.   
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