
  Discussion Guide 

Jesus and Outsiders
Mark 5:1-20 

Ice Breaker 
(5 minutes) 

Discuss 

• What group were you part of in high school?   

Lesson Review 
(45 minutes) 

The Epiphany series is titled “Behold.” Here’s a definition of that word: “To see or 
observe a thing or person, especially a remarkable or impressive one.” Andy said the 
goal of this series is to behold Jesus in ways we have never beheld him before. This 
week, Andy’s message was that Jesus loves outsiders and made them insiders in his 
ministry and through the movement he created.   
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Read Mark 5:1-20, Luke 8:26-39, and Matthew 8:28-34  

Make a chart with three columns; one for each gospel account. Then list the elements of 
this story in the appropriate column. For instance, the presence of a second demoniac 
would only appear in the Matthew column. The herd of pigs would appear in all three.  

Discuss  

• Do you think this is the same event described in all three gospels?   

To clear up the confusion about where this event happened, both Gadara and Gerasa 
were cities in the Decapolis, a region east of the Jordan River and the Sea of Galilee. The 
region was populated with 10 cities, hence the name Decapolis. Gerasa was a major city 
30 miles southeast of the Sea of Galilee. Gadara was only six miles southeast of the lake, 
but was much smaller. So Jesus’ landing on the lakeshore, could have been described 
both as a visit to the area of the Gerasenes or the Gadarenes, just as someone landing at 
DFW Airport might say he’s in Irving or in Dallas.   

Read Matthew 8:1-27  

Discuss 

In Matthew, this story about the demoniac comes at the end of a chapter full of 
miracles. List them.   

Then classify them...  

• The miracles in verses 1-17 seem to demonstrate Jesus’ power over what?  

• The miracles in verses 23-27 seem to demonstrate Jesus’ power over what?  

• The miracles in the demoniac story (verses 28-34) seem to demonstrate Jesus’ 
power over what?   

It is not accident that Matthew organizes these stories in such a way as to show, 
systematically, that Jesus has power over every realm. In the next chapter (9:18-26), 
Matthew adds another realm when he recounts an episode that demonstrates Jesus’ 
power over death. The miracles of Jesus are signs of his kingdom and lessons about his 
values, but they are also demonstrations of his divine and unlimited authority.   

There were several things that would have made Jesus’ Jewish followers uneasy about 
this trip across the lake. As soon as they landed, they encountered Gentiles, demons, the 
dead (or at least tombs of the dead), and pigs. All of these would have been considered 
unclean or undesirable to Jewish sensibilities. Moreover, a naked, homeless lunatic 
would have served as a summation of all that was ungodly about the area. And yet Jesus 
went out of his way, all the way across the Sea of Galilee, to reach that one man.   
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Andy said, “The love of God recognizes no outsiders. With Jesus, there are no 
outsiders.”   

Discuss  

• Who are the outsiders in our world? Who are the lost, marginalized, and sinful? How 
are they separated from religious insiders?  

Application 
(10 minutes) 

Andy pointed out that Jesus crossed a physical barrier (the Sea of Galilee) to befriend an 
outsider. What barriers are you willing to cross to follow his example? Rivers or railroad 
tracks? Barriers from political parties or org charts? Barriers of language or culture?  

Discuss 

• Think about the barriers that keep you from befriending outsiders. Identify one of 
those barriers that you’d like to overcome. Talk about it with your group.   
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