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Congratulations on your interest 
in going to college. We hope the
information in this booklet helps you

obtain funds for your college education. We
also hope you apply for and are selected to
be an Hispanic Scholarship Fund (HSF)
scholar. If so, you will join many former
HSF scholars who are leaders in many 
professions. Their achievements are not
exceptions; instead, they are examples of
what you can achieve for yourself, for 
your family, and for this country.

In 1996, HSF set a special goal. It wanted
to double the rate of Hispanics entering
college to 18 percent by 2010. You are part
of this important mission.

Since you have this publication, you 
are either about to enter college or are
currently in college. This is an exciting
time—it’s also a challenging time.
Succeeding in college is not just a matter
of doing well in your classes and on exams.
You also need to make wise choices with
your money so you can stay in school. 

But just as help is available with your 
college studies, help also is available for
your finances.

One form of help is The Money Manual,

which was written as part of a joint project
between the Hispanic Scholarship Fund®

and the National Endowment for Financial
Education® (NEFE®). The Money Manual

provides information and guidance to help
you get a handle on your personal finances
during your college years and beyond. It
also provides a section aimed specifically at
your parents. We encourage you to share
this manual with them.

The Hispanic Scholarship Fund and 
the National Endowment for Financial
Education congratulate you on your choice
to plan for and attend college. This is a
wise path—but it won’t always be an easy
path. No great journey is easy, but your
determination, persistence, and vision can
lead you to a life of vast possibilities. We
know you will succeed in your goals, and
we wish you the very best.
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Your family probably has been 
the cornerstone of your life. They
have taught you so much. Lessons

on working together, being loyal, and
sharing your feelings are all part of grow-
ing up. It may be difficult to think about
going to college—especially if your school
is in another city or state. The tug of
home can be strong, but your desire for a
college education must be stronger. Also
realize that you represent the hopes and
dreams of your family. They want what is
best for you. They want you to have a
bright future.

Leaving home for college doesn’t mean
cutting ties with your family or changing
your values. It just means that your strong
family bonds must stretch a little farther.

Addressing the future
These are exciting times for Hispanics.
The number of Hispanics in the United
States grew 58 percent in the last 10 years.
You are part of the fastest growing ethnic
group in the country. This growth is
expected to continue. By 2020, 22 percent
of the U.S. population likely will be
Hispanic. (Source: U.S. Census, 2000.)

Hispanics are becoming a major influence
on American culture, economics, and politi-
cal policies. Your college education can help
position you to affect all of these areas—as
well as advance your own career desires.

That’s where the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund comes in. HSF scholars have a 97
percent bachelor’s degree graduation rate,
with more than 30 percent going on to
graduate school. (Source: Hispanic
Scholarship Fund.)

For many students, money challenges are
as much a part of college life as exams.
The Hispanic Scholarship Fund and the
National Endowment for Financial
Education hope you will use this manual
to help you meet the money challenges
along the way to fulfilling your education
dreams and goals. Your sound money
skills, combined with academic achieve-
ments, make a formidable team for
accomplishing any goal. So, with your
goals clearly in mind, let’s get started!
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