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  WELCOME NOTE 

Greetings from the art studio! We are only a 

few weeks into the school year, and already 

the McDonald art scholars are creating some 

awesome projects.  Since I teach all 464 stu-

dents here at McDonald, I unfortunately 

don’t get to know and talk to families as 

much as I would like. To help solve that prob-

lem and improve communication, I will be 

periodically sending out a Studio Update. In 

these newsletters you will be able to learn all 

about what your child is learning and creat-

ing in art class. You will also be able to find 

out about art related events and opportuni-

ties within the community.  To get more fre-

quent updates about art class, follow 

@mcd_intl_art on Instagram. I look forward to 

getting to know all of your young artists! If 

you ever have questions about what’s hap-

pening in the Art Studio please feel free to 

email me at asrengli@seattleschools.org.  

“Every time I have 

had a problem, I 

have confronted it 

with the ax of art.”   

~Yayoi Kusama  

McDonald students “obliterate” 

the hallway (see page 4). 
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  Meet the Art Teacher 

Greetings! I am Ms. Amanda, and I am thrilled to be join-

ing the McDonald community. Last year I completed my 

first year of certificated art teaching at Wedgwood Ele-

mentary. In 2015, I graduated from Western Washington 

University with a degree in Art Education and minors in 

English and French. I spent my student teaching intern-

ship at the International Bilin-

gual School of Provence, in Aix en Provence 

France, where I got to work with students and 

teachers from all over the world. My favorite art 

mediums are printmaking and fibers/fabrics. I 

also love art history! When I’m not at school, I 

can be found making art, embroidering, read-

ing books, hiking and traveling.  

  Questions you may have…   

Q : Will you use Artsonia this year? 

 I hope so! I have never used Artsonia before, but I know that it is very pop-

ular here at McDonald. I plan to familiarize myself with the platform over 

the course of the year. I also welcome help from any parents or family 

members who have volunteered or worked on Artsonia in the past. 

Q : Do you need parent volunteers? 

Yes! Help and involvement is always appreciated. I will be reaching out to 

the community as specific projects and tasks come up. If you are super 

eager to get involved right away, please email me at 

asrengli@seattleschools.org.  
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  Current Unit of Study: 

     THE INFINTE KUSAMA 

Kicking off with Kusama 

This summer, Seattle was privileged 

to host Yayoi Kusama’s acclaimed 

Infinity Mirrors exhibit at the Seattle 

Art Museum. To celebrate this event 

and learn about one of the world’s 

most important contemporary art-

ists, the whole school is beginning 

the year in art class with a unit of 

study on Yayoi  Kusama. Students 

are learning about Kusama’s vari-

ous infinity mirror installations, while 

exploring  her  symbolic  polka  dot 

motifs and key themes, like infinity.  

Who is Yayoi Kusama? 

Born in Japan in 1929, Yayoi Kusama 

is now one of the most important 

contemporary artists of our age. Her 

works range from paining and soft 

sculpture, to installation and perfor-

mance, all playing a roll in the past 

century’s  various  art  movements, 

from pop to minimalism.  

The Infinity Mirrors 

The Infinity  Mirrors exhibit  features 

several small rooms, paneled with 

mirrors and filled with objects and/or 

lights. When visitors enter this small, 

intimate 

space, the mirrored walls create an 

illusion of infinite space. Ask your stu-

dents about Kusama and her infinity 

mirror  rooms to learn more. They 

should be experts by now!  

Photos from Ms. Amanda’s visit to the Infinity 

Mirrors exhibit. 

http://kusama.site.seattleartmuseum.org/about-the-exhibition/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VwJMw_fLvI
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  Current Unit of Study: 

     THE INFINTE KUSAMA 

The Obliteration Hallway! 

Recently, you may have noticed 

some changes in our school entry-

way. This is because the entire 

school has been collaborating on 

an exciting new art installation, in 

an effort to recreate Kusama’s 

Obliteration Room. In this stark white 

room, museum guests were invited 

to place six dot stickers of varying 

sizes and colors on any spot of their 

choice. Over the course of the 2-

month exhibit, the room filled with 

color, obliterated by dots, as visitors 

interacted with the space, contrib-

uting to the evolving artwork. 

In art class we have been creating 

our very own “Obliteration Hallway”, 

where each student has placed 

several dot stickers. With each class 

that visits the space, patterns and 

images emerge, as students build 

off of each other’s contributions. 

The McDonald art scholars would 

like to invite you to check out our 

“Obliteration Hallway” and maybe 

even bring in dot stickers to partici-

pate yourself! 

McDonald students “obliterate” the hallway. 

Obliteration Room  before and after photos from 

SAM. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xNzr-fJHQw
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Kinder & 1st Grade: Dot  

Explorations   

Kindergarteners and 1st graders 

have been exploring dots through 

the work of Yayoi Kusama, and Pe-

ter Reynold’s excellent book, The 

Dot.  I like to start the year with this 

book, because it models experi-

mentation, perseverance and posi-

tive attitudes towards art class. Stu-

dents have been practicing their 

drawing and cutting skills, to make 

expanding dot forms. They have al-

so been learning about warm and 

cool colors as they choose paper 

colors and decorate their dots with 

Kusama-inspired patterns.  

2nd & 3rd Grade: Pattern 

Pumpkins 

2nd and 3rd graders have been 

drawing inspiration from Kusama’s 

dotted pumpkin sculptures to create 

patterned pumpkins. To begin our 

project, students studied various Kusa-

ma patterns and created many pat-

tern samples of their own. They are 

now in the process of applying these 

patterns to their pumpkin drawings.  

  Current Unit of Study: 

     THE INFINTE KUSAMA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5mGeR4AQdM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5mGeR4AQdM


 

McDonald International Elementary School Issue No. 1 6 

4th Grade: Pattern Portraits 

4th  graders  have  been  studying 

Kusama’s installations, themes and 

self  portraits  to help create their  

own  patterned  self-portraits.  To 

begin this project, students studied 

various Kusama patterns and creat-

ed many pattern samples of their 

own. They are now using these pat-

terns to fill the spaces of their self-

portrait  drawings. Eventually, their 

portraits will be obliterated by dots 

and patterns, much like Kusama’s 

self-portraits. 

 

5th  Grade:  Collaborative 

Portrait Puzzle  

This year, 5th graders are focusing 

on honing their observational draw-

ing skills. For their Kusama project, 

they are working on a collaborate 

puzzle portrait of our mentor artist. 

Each student gets a piece of the 

puzzle, which they must recreate as 

exactly as possible, using careful at-

tention to proportion, scale, value 

and  color.  Together,  their  puzzle 

pieces will make up a final portrait 

of Yayoi Kusama.   

  Current Unit of Study: 

     THE INFINTE KUSAMA 
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  Questions to ask your students... 

Our community offers lots of opportunities for you to explore art with your 

children on the weekends! If you find yourself looking for something fun to 

do, check out the info and links below:  

FREE Events & Opportunities 

 Did you know you can get museum passes with your Seattle Public Library Card? Find 

out how here! 

 Find updated information about local Art Walks and events in this ART GUIDE  or here. 

Seattle Art Museum 

In addition to frequent exhibits, SAM offers tons of family-centered events and programs.  

The Olympic Sculpture Park and the Asian Art Museum are also great museums affiliated 

with SAM. 

Happening NOW 

 Spencer Finch: The Western Mystery , Olympic Sculpture Park, ongoing. 

 Sam Gilliam exhibit , SAM, ends 11.26.17 

What Else? Has your family recently been to a good museum, exhibit or art event? 

Please email Ms. Amanda the information and we’ll put it in the next Studio Update! 

Community Connections     

I love it when students go home and talk to their families about art! To get 

the conversation going, here are some questions you can ask your students 

about Yayoi Kusama: 

1. What does Yayoi Kusama like to use in her artwork? 

2. Why does she like dots? 

3. What do her infinity rooms look like? Why does she use mirrors? 

4. Why does she like to cover things with dots and patterns? 

Bonus for 2nd and 3rd graders! Ask your students to teach you the Kusama 

dot pattern they learned in art class.  

http://www.spl.org/library-collection/museum-pass
http://www.artguidenw.com/artevents.htm
http://seattleartwalks.org/
http://seattleartmuseum.org/exhibitions
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/programs-and-learning/families
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/olympic-sculpture-park
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/inspire?utm_source=google_ad_grants&utm_medium=text_ad&utm_term=marketing_lukens&utm_content=general_restore&utm_campaign=AAM_restoration
http://seattleartmuseum.org/Exhibitions/Details?EventId=55683
http://seattleartmuseum.org/Exhibitions/Details?EventId=55976

