
NOVEMBER 17-18 

Handcrafted Gifts * Live Music * Nordic Café * Photos with Santa * Kids Crafts

Suggested donation:  $3 Adults * $1 Kids 6–12 * Kids under 6 free
10am–5pm
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  COMMUNITY
 10/2 Knit Café

Sunday, October 2 | 1pm – 4pm 

Join us for our monthly informal knitting 
sessions in a relaxed Scandinavian-like café 
setting. Bring your knitting projects and meet 
kindred spirits and guides into the realm of 
Scandinavian knitting techniques. Bring your 
favorite goodies to share and remember: You 
don’t have to be Nordic to knit Nordic!

Cost: Free 

  BOOKTALK
 10/2 Skipping Stones: A Story of  
  Finding Home w/ Gloria Koll

Sunday, October 2 | 2pm

What were the hardships that impelled 
Scandinavians to make their daring and difficult 
migration in the 1880s? Who helped them to 
survive and adapt? These questions piqued 
the curiosity of author Koll, and inspired her to 
explore the answers in her new book. Book will 
available for purchase at the event.

Cost: $5 suggested donation

  REGISTRATION OPENS TUESDAY, 10/4
 12/3 Gingerbread House Program

Saturday, December 3 | 12:30pm – 2pm

Come with your family and join in the 
festivities at the Museum as you decorate 
a gingerbread house with candy and other 
goodies to make your home festive for the 
holidays. This program fills quickly. To register 
contact Alison Church at 206.789.5707 x19.

Cost: $15/family for Members; $20/family 
general admission. One house per family.

  KIDS
 10/6 Nordic Stories

Thursday, October 6 | 10am – 11am

DRAGONS: There’s No Such Thing as a 
Dragon by Jack Kent

Don’t miss out on our ninth year of Nordic 
Stories, geared toward preschool-aged children 
and their grown-ups. Nordic Stories features 
stories from the Nordic countries, along with 
fun craft projects. 

Cost: Free (Note: No reservations are required. Not 
intended for large groups.) 

  LECTURE
 10/6 Thor Heyerdahl

Thursday, October 6 | 7pm

Join us as we celebrate the anniversary of Thor 
Heyerdahl‘s birthday with a lecture by Regnar 
Kvam, Jr. Kvam is a distinguished Norwegian 
journalist and the official biographer of Thor 
Heyerdahl. His works on Thor Heyerdahl 
represent fifteen years of research and writing.

Cost: $5 suggested donation
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The color and crispness of fall is all 
around us, and with the reinvigora-
tion of this new season, we’re excit-

ed to share a full calendar brimming with 
engaging programs and vibrant events!
The warm reception of our July Ground-
breaking Celebration, and the kick-off 
to our community campaign for the new 
building was an inspiration. Your gener-
osity and boundless enthusiasm for this 
important investment in the Museum’s 
future is the backbone behind everything 
that we do, and we thank you. In looking 
forward to the next steps in the construc-
tion process, we know that you will be 
right beside us, sharing in the excitement 
and anticipation of the new space. 

In the year ahead we’ll be working to 
engage the broader community in this 
exciting project. We’ll need your help to 
be advocates and ambassadors to tell oth-
ers about the New Nordic Museum and to 
invite their participation.

As we work towards the realization of our 
new home, we are continuing to bring you 
high-quality programming and immersive 
events. We’re pleased to announce the re-
turn of the hugely popular Nordic Knitting 
Conference this October 8th through 10th. 
Scandinavian knitting superstars, Arne 
and Carlos, will be joining us once again 
for this fun and educational weekend. 
We’re also excited to announce the return 
of Soup and Cinema, plus a whole host 
of educational programs including new 
offerings in Floral Necklace Arrangement, 
Scandinavian Genealogy, Mead Making, 
and much more. Also, if you haven’t had 
a chance to check out our latest special 
exhibit, “The Weather Diaries”, we encour-
age you to visit us and explore this innova-
tive look into contemporary Nordic fashion 
from Iceland, the Faroe Islands, and Green-
land. As always, you can learn more about 
these programs and 
events, plus much more, 
by visiting us online at 
our website. We look 
forward to connecting 
with you this fall!

Eric Nelson, CEO

Upcoming Events RSVP or buy tickets for all programs online at nordicmuseum.org or by calling 206.789.5707 x24.From the CEO Stay Up to Date on the Latest Nordic Heritage Museum News & Events
Sign up for our enewsletter by sending an email with your name and email address to news@nordicmuseum.org

SEPTEMBER
  KIDS
 9/1 Nordic Stories

Thursday, September 1 | 10am – 11am

TROLLS: Troll and the Oliver 
by Adam Stower

It’s our ninth year of Nordic Stories, geared 
toward preschool-aged children and their 
grown-ups. Nordic Stories features children’s 
stories from the Nordic countries, along with 
fun craft projects. 

Cost: Free (Note: No reservations are required.  
Not intended for large groups.) 

  COMMUNITY
 9/4 Knit Café

Sunday, September 4 | 1pm – 4pm 

Join us for our monthly informal knitting 
sessions in a relaxed Scandinavian-like café 
setting. Bring your knitting projects and meet 
kindred spirits and guides into the realm of 
Scandinavian knitting techniques. Bring your 
favorite goodies to share and remember — 
you don’t have to be Nordic to knit Nordic!

Cost: Free 

  FOLK ART, FOOD & FUN
 9/9– Rosemaling  
 10/1 w/ Marilyn Hansen

Fridays & Saturdays: September 9, 10, 16, 

17, 30, October 1 | 9:30am – 3:30pm

Explore this traditional Norwegian form of 
decorative folk art, or simply brush up on your 
painting and design skills. Telemark, Hallingdal, 
and Gudbrandsdal are just some of the regional 
styles taught in this class. Students paint on a 
variety of decorative and useful objects. Hansen 
is an experienced instructor and a member 
of The Western Rosemalers Association. She 
is a gifted painter whose work is appreciated 
throughout the United States. All levels of 
painters welcome; taking at least two 
classes is recommended.

Cost: $36/day for Members; $38/day general 
admission

  CONCERT
 9/15 Aural Landscapes w/ Deanne Meek

Thursday, September 15 | 7pm

In collaboration with Frye Art Museum, Nordic 
Heritage Museum presents Aural Landscapes, 
a concert with Deanne Meek celebrating 
Chronicles of Solitude: Masterworks by 
Vilhelm Hammershøi from SMK—The 
National Gallery of Denmark, presented by 
Scan I Design Foundation & the Hugh and 
Jane Ferguson Foundation. Visit our website 
for details. Concert will be performed at Frye 
Art Museum. There will also be a special 
reception and exhibition tour, led by David 
Strand starting at 5:30pm. 

Cost: Free

  CONFERENCE
 10/8–10 Nordic Knitting Conference

Saturday – Monday, October 8 – 10

See panel for details. 

Cost: Classes, lectures, happy hour, and banquet 
range from $50 – $85 and can be purchased á la 
carte. Visit nordicmuseum.org for full program. 

  FILM
 10/11 Soup & Cinema

Tuesday, October 11 | 12pm

Movie: The Optimists (Norway) we start 
the new season of Soup & Cinema with a 
documentary about an unusual volleyball team 
in Hamar, Norway, with ladies aged from 66 to 
98. Now they are up for their first match, after 
30 years of training. This movie opened the 
2015 Nordic Lights Film Festival. We will serve 
hot soup, with fresh bread, coffee and cookies. 

Cost: $10 for Members, $15 general 
admission 

  SPECIAL INSTALLATION  
  & ARTIST RECEPTION
 10/13 The Weather Diaries

Thursday, October 13 | 6pm

Nordic Heritage 
Museum, in 
partnership with 
Seattle Taste of Iceland 
2016, will be hosting 
a new exhibition 
installation and artist 
reception in support 
of The Weather 
Diaries. Icelandic 
artist Steinunn 
Sigurðardóttir will 

be in attendance for this special event, and 
debuting her installation The Space In Between. 
This site specific work will be personally installed 
by the artist over the course of five days, with 
the help of a support team. Sigurðardóttir will 
be joining us for the opening reception, as well 
as sharing her expertise in rhythm knitting with 
a course during our upcoming Nordic Knitting 
Conference. Don’t miss the opportunity to 
connect with the artist and experience firsthand 
this fantastical addition to the already visually 
lush exhibition.

Cost: Free. RSVP online at nordicmuseum.org. 

  FOLK ART, FOOD & FUN
 9/24 Flower Arrangements and  
  Custom Pieces w/ Alicia Schwede 

Saturday, September 24 | 1pm – 4pm

Local florist and blogger Schwede, from Flirty 
Fleurs, will be teaching a workshop on beautiful 
and unique flower arrangement techniques to 
create custom wearable pieces. Make a one-of-
a-kind flower necklace of the Viking variety, or 
make a statement piece like the artists from the 
Nordic Fashion Biennale seen in the exhibition, 
The Weather Diaries. Be sure to view the 
exhibition while at the Museum for inspiration. 
We hope you can join us for a lovely afternoon 
of natural art and custom fashion.

Cost: $55 for Members; $60 general admission

OCTOBER
  FOLK ART, FOOD & FUN
 10/1 Ornamental Woodcarving w/ Erik Holt 
  Beginner Class

Saturday, October 1 | 9am – 3:30pm 

Special beginners-only class: Want to see if 
Nordic woodcarving is for you? Come to this 
special class just for beginners. No tools or 
experience necessary.

Cost: $55 for Members; $57 general 
admission. Materials and tool use included in 
price. (You may use your own tools.) 

  FOLK ART, FOOD & FUN
 10/2– Ornamental Woodcarving 
 30 w/ Erik Holt

Sundays, October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
9am – 3:30pm 

Learn Baroque Acanthus, Rococo, and 
Viking/Dragon styles in this class. Students 
concentrate on the fundamental leaf 
formations of the Acanthus style, work up 
combinations of the Acanthus curl, or explore 
the Viking/Dragon style. 

Woodcarvers at all levels, beginners to 
experienced, are welcome in the class. Tool 
sharpening and basic carving techniques will 
be covered for beginners. Continuing students 
will develop their own projects. Class options 
of two to five classes per month.

Cost: $45/1 class; $85/2; $125/3; $160/4; 
$200/5 for Members; add $2/day general 
admission. Classes are paid by the month. Visit Holt’s 
website for more information: nordicdragon.com

  FOLK ART, FOOD & FUN
 10/22 Mead Making w/ Erik Newquist 

Saturday, October 22 and  
Saturday, November 5 | 9am – 12pm

Make your own mead now, and drink it for the 
holidays! Erik Newquist, founder of Everett’s 
Æsir Meadery, leads this practical introduction 
to the art and science of mead-making. Learn 
a bit about the history and culture of this drink, 
and then dive directly into the mead-making 
process. 

Cost: $50 for Members, $55 general 
admission. Materials fee: $50 (or bring your 
own).

  LECTURE
 10/25 Cracking the Runic Code: Spotlight on  
  Viking Women! w/ Henrik Williams

Tuesday, October 25 | 7pm

What are runes, these most enigmatic of 
characters? Even the word rune itself is 
claimed to mean ‘mystery.’ Enter the rich world 
of runic inscriptions. And above all, find out 
what women were up to in the ancient past. 
Professor Henrik Williams, Uppsala University, 
Sweden, is one of the world’s leading 
runologists and professor of Scandinavian 
Languages. His research combines established 
traditions of scholarship with modern linguistic 
science. 

Cost: $10 for Members, $15 general 
admission 

  FOLK ART, FOOD & FUN
 10/29 Scandinavian Genealogy Research
  w/ Jill Morelli

Saturday, October 29 | 1:30pm – 5pm

Intimidated by international genealogy 
research? Scandinavian records are some of 
the most approachable. Learn how to access 
and effectively use the “Big Three” — parish, 
censuses/clerical surveys, and emigration 
records for Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. 
This highly interactive class will have each 
person leave the session with a research plan 
specific for their country of origin and what 
steps they need to research next. 

Cost: $18 for Members; $22 general 
admission

CALLING ALL BAKERS!                        Are you interested in volunteering for 
the Museum in a unique way while sharing your baking skills? Consider baking for 
Goodies 2 Go! For more information about this great holiday fundraiser to benefit 
the Museum, please email nordicgoodies2go@gmail.com or contact Michael Ide, 
Volunteer Coordinator, at 206.789.5707 x12.

We had a full house on Saturday, July 30  
for the Groundbreaking Celebration. 
Around 400 people were in attendance for 
the outdoor celebration, held in a tented 
courtyard just behind the Fenpro building 
on Market Street. 

At the beginning of the program, 
attendees were treated to music by 
the Norwegian Male Chorus and the 
Norwegian Women’s Chorus. They 
presented musical selections from each of 
the five Nordic countries. Next, after an 
introduction by CEO Eric Nelson, we heard 
remarks from Irma Goertzen, President 
of the Nordic Heritage Museum Board 
of Trustees. Both Eric and Irma had the 
opportunity to acknowledge our wonderful 
volunteers and thank our generous donors 
who have made this new home possible. 
We also had the distinct pleasure of hosting 
Washington State Senator Reuven Carlyle 
and Mayor Ed Murray as speakers for the 
event. Both talked about the importance 
of understanding and appreciating our 
collective cultural heritage, particularly in 
a city as rich in diversity as Seattle. After 
the ceremonial groundbreaking with 
the distinguished Nordic Consuls and 
representatives, as well as the honorable 
elected officials in attendance, Eric offered 
a skål to celebrate. 

It was a joyous and memorable event. 
All in attendance had the opportunity to 
celebrate, reflect, and take stock of this 
momentous time in the Museum’s history. 
We’re looking forward to building on 
that energy and excitement as we see the 
fruits of our labor tangibly reflected in the 
progress of construction.

Thank you for sharing the Nordic Spirit! 
To view photos from the Groundbreaking 
Celebration, please visit Nordic Heritage 
Museum on Flickr here: bit.ly/2ampZer
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Nordic Heritage Museum is pleased 
to announce the creation of a 
new PERMANENT COLLECTION 
ONLINE access portal. We are proud 
to offer this unique way to access 
our permanent collections, from 
anywhere in the world.

This new public offering allows 
website visitors to search and review 
a selection of 1,200 catalog records 
and media for historical artifacts, 
documents, textiles and national 
costumes, rare books, artworks, 
photographs, and oral history 
interviews from our permanent 
collection of more than 77,000 
items. Visit the new portal at: 
nordicmuseum.org/collections/
online-collections 
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NORDIC HERITAGE MUSEUM

3014 NW 67th Street in Ballard



Follow Jane’s example, and that of the 
other members of the Nordic Legacy Circle, 
in including Nordic Heritage Museum in 
your estate planning. Contact Jan Woldseth 
Colbrese at janwc@nordicmuseum.org or at 
206.789.5707 x39 for more information.

October 8 – 10
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Passionate knitters, spinners, designers, 
and textile artists of all kinds who have 
attended our first five conferences know 
that our exceptional instructors provide a 
diverse range of classes. This year classes 
will explore the rich tradition of Nordic/
Baltic/Fair Isle crochet, knitting, spinning 
— and new for this year — techniques in 
posture and healthy body work for knitters! 
Registration is open until Friday, September 
30 (PDT). The conference will be held 
over Leif Erickson Day weekend, October 
8 – 10, with registration opening at 8am 
and classes held throughout the day until 
4:30pm. Class space is filling up fast! 
Register online at nordicmuseum.org.

Nordic Heritage 
Museum is pleased 
to announce the 
6th Nordic Knitting 
Conference. We 
are hosting an 
outstanding group 
of internationally 
known knitting, 

spinning, and design instructors: Nancy 
Bush, Evelyn Clark, Susanna Hansson, Judith 
MacKenzie, Laura Ricketts, Susan Strawn, 
Beth Brown-Reinsel, and ErgoFit Consulting. 
We are excited to have Norway’s Arne & 
Carlos back to headline this year’s event 
and share their unique designs and practice. 

Through November 6

Featuring Norway’s 

Arne & Carlos
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THE WEATHER DIARIES

NORDIC  
KNITTING  
CONFERENCE 2016

A Nordic Christmas Celebration 
SAVE THE DATE November 19 – 20

Jane Isakson Lea, right, with Irma Goertzen

Jane Isakson Lea had an active interest 
in her heritage and the Scandinavian 
community. She received a bachelor’s 
degree in Scandinavian studies from the 
University of Washington. She was a 
charter member of Nordiska Folkdancers, 
named “Swede of the Year” in 2008 
by the Swedish Club, and a former 
board member and benefactor of Nordic 
Heritage Museum. Jane created The Jane 
Isakson Lea Foundation to support 
Swedish cultural activities in the region, 
with a mission to provide charitable 
contributions for scientific, literary, and 
educational purposes. Jane knew it was 
important that the causes she supported 
and championed in her lifetime would 
continue to thrive after she was gone. 
By leaving Nordic Heritage Museum a 
bequest, Jane was able to leave a legacy 
that will have a positive impact for many 
future generations. Thanks to Jane’s 
generosity and foresight, the Museum is 
much closer to hitting goal for the Capital 
Campaign.

Jane Isakson Lea 
September 18, 1927 – May 21, 2015 

The holidays are just around the corner, and so is our annual Christmas celebration: Yulefest! 
Bring your friends and family to kick off the holiday season with  

the most festive and friendly Nordic artisan fair in town!

Juanita with Black Hands, 2014 / Barbara Ì Gongini © Cooper & Gorfer SAVE THE DATE June 3, 2017 2017 NORTHERN LIGHTS AUKTION


