Ptarmigan Tracks
Vol. XXXVIIII, November 2014

The Newsletter of Camp Denali & North Face Lodge

W

hile only the 22nd coolest and the 17th wettest in Denali's
88-year record, this summer will be remembered for a recordbreaking, single rainfall event in June. Sometime between midnight
and 7:00 a.m. on June 27, 3.27 inches of rain fell squarely on the
Wonder Lake area and Kantishna Hills. Intense rain events such
as this are unusual for us. By morning, it was, as Coleridge wrote,
"water, water every where."
The deluge delivered enough rain to bring area creeks to flood
stage. Worst off were the staff and guests of one of the neighboring lodges that became marooned on their flooded property and
were evacuated via helicopter to a nearby ranger station. “Dozens
Airlifted from ‘Raging Torrents’ at Flooded Denali National Park,”
read CBS News’ headlines. Two major washouts occurred at the
crossings of Eureka and Friday Creeks on the park road, effectively
closing the road beyond for several days.
Lucky for us, the day was a Thursday and not one of our MonSimon crosses the makeshift bridge at Eureka Creek. (J. Nordstrom, 2014)
day or Friday “transport days.” We didn’t need to drive anywhere, so
we didn’t. And we couldn’t. Not only was our own driveway badly washed out, yards and yards of precious gravel swept downhill and
out into the tundra, but the causeway at Wonder Lake was breached in two places, sweeping nearly half of the roadbed into the lake.
With the current reality of global climate change, we are used to unusual and unpredictable weather. Here in Denali it is no different. Record-low snowfall and an unusually warm winter ushered in a warm, dry May. For the
third time in 40 years our early crew drove instead of flew into Camp on May 5th. We worried
about the possibility of another severe wildfire season until cool rain began to fall in June….and
July…and August.
One of the consequences of the rain that will have a lasting effect on the landscape were
numerous landslides in the Moose Creek Valley. Not in Camp’s 62-year history have we seen
such extensive and sudden landscape change. Several sections of our local hiking trails were
demolished, and about a dozen small landslides occurred in a mere, one-mile section of hill slope
below Camp Denali. Hillsides along the park road in Kantishna remained very unstable throughout the summer.
The flood of 2014 is fixed in our collective memory, a reminder of the tremendous power
of water. Better now is our understanding of just how large and sudden a rain event has to be to
erode our hillsides and to overwhelm our roads and trails. To live in any one place for an extended time affords us opportunities to glimpse geomorphic forces that typically operate at time
scales beyond our perception. Yet we're left wondering if large rain events and the landslides they
trigger will be a more regular occurrence in our climate-altered future. For certain, as far as our
weather is concerned, unpredictability is the new normal.
A backboard is used to ferry desserts
between lodges. (J. Hamm, 2014)

Denali from Wonder Lake (T. Pope, 2014)

2014 Project Roundup

W

hatever operational plans we had
for 2014, Mother Nature had plans
of her own in store. The washouts from
record-breaking rainfall in late June dictated
that a lot of time and energy got diverted to
driveway and trail repair. That anything else
also got accomplished is really a testament
to the wonderful operations crew we had this
summer.

Liz and Bill Berry, was the installation of
a "Berry" bear bronze on Cranberry Ridge,
near the Founder's Cairn. Sculpted and cast
by Parks Bronze Foundry in Enterprise, Oregon, the bear is slightly larger than life-size,
an enlargement of Bill Berry's 1974, eightinch original bronze.
With a sensitive touch and keen eye,
Mark Berry (Bill's son), carved out of the

A few notable achievements included
the renovation of the Riffles building and
bathrooms, the installation of a new 20K
generator, and the completion of a southfacing deck on the lodge, all at Camp Denali.
Elsewhere, the winter office exterior was
painted, and the Pika Hut received a good
scraping and application of fresh wood finish.
Another project, mostly for fun and to
commemorate founding Camp Denali staff,

tundra a final resting spot for the reclining bruin. Each evening after his day job
installing Riffles' new plumbing, Mark would
shoulder his homemade yoke and trek up and
down Cranberry Ridge, exchanging chunks
of tundra for 5-gallon buckets of gravel.
Truly, a labor of love and remembrance.
Finally, we bid a fond farewell to our
humble Toyota box truck, seen here in
Haines, Alaska, on its southward journey to
its new home. Bought new in 1991, a conservative estimate would be that it moved more
than a million pounds of produce, goods,
trash and recycling over the park road during
its 24-year hitch. Blue skies and tailwinds!
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Top: A stone skips on Wonder Lake (C. Mischler)
Middle Right: The historic lodge building at
Camp Denali is now sporting a deck that wraps
around the south side of the building.
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Mark and Simon prepare to move the bear.

The old box truck, laden with a kayak, prepares
to head south for its new home Outside.
(A. McCarthy, 2014)

From the Special Sightings Notebook
5/23
6/21
6/27
7/6
7/27
8/13

Possibly the earliest date for
the ice to be all out on Wonder
Lake!
Alpine azaleas so bountiful in
the high passes that the tundra
blushes pink!
3.3 inches of rain fall overnight, causing washouts of the
Park Road in three locations.
Loon family at Wonder Lake
successfully hatches two
chicks.
A large bull moose and a bull
caribou face off at north end
of Wonder Lake.
Stilt Sandpiper observed at
Best Dam Pond, a first record

8/21
9/2

for Denali National Park.
First Sandhill Cranes calling
and circling overhead.
All-day snowstorm left 2" on
the ground at the lodges and
9" at Eielson Visitor's Center.

The first ever Stilt Sandpiper recorded in
Denali. (M. Cahill, 2014)

A Winter Retreat to the South...Side

T

his March, “fun-hog” month as it's locally known, we pulled off a second-annual
winter retreat for our year-round staff. Destination: The Don Sheldon Mountain
House, a hut on a 5-acre, private in-holding smack dab in the heart of the Alaska Range.
Perched on a rock outcrop at 6000 feet, in a cul-de-sac of the Ruth Glacier, the hut is 20
miles from the south summit of Denali. Built in 1966 by pioneer mountain pilot, Don
Sheldon, it is now a rentable base camp for mountaineers, photographers, skiers, and
wilderness lovers.
For seven days the hut and the snow caves we built
nearby were our homes in a wilderness of mountains,
ice, and endless snow. After brushing up on crevasse
rescue, we made several ski trips out onto the mighty
Ruth, skimming across 3700-foot thick glacier ice
overtopped by 5000-foot walls of granite. Evenings we
played games and watched winds and light come and
go on the mountains. Martha and Teresa built a snow
cave; Simon and the kids built a quinzee. We thoroughly carved up the snow with ski turns on nearby,
crevasse-free slopes. And seven days out of seven we
savored bluebird skies and spectacular alpenglow on
the never-ending mountains. Wow!

Celebrating
50 years of the
Wilderness Act
In 1964, the Wilderness Act
was signed into law. At the
time it protected over nine
million acres of federal
land according to rigorous
standards that represent the
highest level of federal land
protection in the United
States. Fifty years later,
109.5 million acres have
Wilderness designation,
52% of those in Alaska,
including Denali's original,
two million-acre core.
For five days in July 1963,
the Executive Council of
The Wilderness Society
held their annual meeting
at Camp Denali. In attendance was a truly impressive list of people wellknown for their pioneering
work in land and wildlife
conservation: Olaus and
Margaret Murie, Adolf and
Louise Murie, Howard
Zahniser, and Sigurd Olson, among others. In the
Tundra Telegram from that
year Ginny describes what
a good show the park put
on for the group:
The weather cooperated
and so did the caribou
migration. A highlight of
the meeting was the Friday
trip to Eielson Visitor's
Center, from which point
hikers scattered in all directions, following caribou
bands or simply exploring
the canyons, ridges, and the
Thorofare River bar.

Alpenglow illuminates the Alaska Range (R. Devore, 2014)
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Denali Bird Life
Stan Senner

Director of Bird Conservation
- Pacific Flyway, Audubon
June 5-7 at Camp Denali
June 8-11 at Camp Denali

2015 Special Em

Inspiration in the North: Poetry
Elizabeth Bradfield
Poet and Naturalist

June 29-July 2 at Camp Denali
July 3-5 at North Face Lodge

Stan Senner brings great passion and long experience
Elizabeth Bradfield is a naturalist and poet who first
with birds, science, conservation, and public policy
came to Alaska as a deckhand on a small ecotour boat
to his job as Director of Bird Conservation for the
in 1994. This experience led her to a life that balances
National Audubon Society’s Pacific Flyway Program.
science and poetry, observation and reflection, boats
Birds are Stan's great love,
and books. Evening
and his particular interest
programs
will explore,
Bird Identification and Illustration
is in migration. Field trips
through images and
David Sibley
will focus on observing
poems, the interweaving
Ornithologist, Author and
and appreciating breeding
of fact and inspiration.
Illustrator
birds in forest, tundra, and
She will also be available
wetland habitats. Guests of
to work with guests who
June 15-18, 19-21 at Camp Denali
all skill levels should find
wish to have their own
these outings with Stan
time exploring Denali
rewarding.
find
expression on paper.
David Sibley began seriously
watching and drawing birds
in 1969, at age seven. Decades of study and leading
bird watching tours throughout North America have
culminated in his multiple publications of the widely
popular Sibley Field Guides to birds, bird behavior and
trees. Whether a novice or experienced birder, grab your
Sibley and join David in the tundra for spring birding in
Denali.

Alaska's Charismatic Microfauna
Derek Sikes
Curator of Insects, University of Alaska Museum

July 6-9 at Camp Denali July 10-12 at North Face Lodge

Dr. Derek Sikes is Curator of Insects at the UA
Museum, where his efforts have been to improve and
enlarge the insect collection to make it a valuable
resource for research on Alaskan insects. Field trips
will entail active collections of insects and arthropods
(if you join Derek, be prepared to do some sitting and
kneeling!), and evenings will be spent discussing the
diversity and ecology of Alaska's arthropods.
Background Photo: Polychrome Pass (A. Utzig, 2014).

Ecosystem Conservation & Birds
Nils Warnock
Executive Director, Audubon Alaska

July 13-16 at Camp Denali July 17-19 at North Face Lodge

Dr. Nils Warnock is a scientist and conservationist with
over 30 years of experience pertaining to the ecology
and conservation of Pacific Flyway birds. Currently,
Warnock is the Executive Director of Audubon Alaska.
Warnock’s evening presentations will discuss key
conservation issues and landscapes in Alaska, as well
as how Alaska is connected to the rest of the world
from the perspective of birds.

mphasis Series

Where the Wild Things Are
Sherry Simpson
Writer

July 27-30 at Camp Denali
July 31-Aug 2 at North Face
Lodge

Alaska's Remote Wilderness
Carl Battreall

Photographer & Explorer

August 10-13 at Camp Denali
August 14-16 at North Face
Lodge

For the past fifteen years, Carl Battreall has explored
Sherry Simpson’s work explores the wildlife, history,
and
photographed over two hundred different glaciers
people, and landscapes of Alaska, her home since
in twelve mountain ranges throughout Alaska. Tim
the age of seven. Simpson teaches nonfiction writing
Woody, Senior Editor of Alaska Magazine, declares,
in the MFA programs at UAA and Pacific Lutheran
“There are photographers
University. Her programs
with great vision, and
will describe how the
A Sustainable Future
there are adventurers
bears of our imagination
with the skills to find
are profoundly different
Tom Wessels
the hidden beauty of
than bears inhabiting the
Author and Professor Emeritus
the
backcountry. Carl
lives of Alaskans. She will
August 17-20 at Camp Denali
Battreall is both.”
also explore what it means
August 21-23 at North Face Lodge Battreall will share images
to share urban and wild
and tales from his work in
landscapes with northern
Alaska’s mountains.
creatures.
Tom Wessels is an ecologist
and founding director of the
master’s degree program in Conservation Biology at
Antioch University New England. Wessels will explore
some of the foundational principles of natural systems
and how our adherence to these principles can help
human economies become sustainable. Even though
his topics sound technical, Tom promises to engage
people without strong science backgrounds.

Nature Photography Workshop*
Ralph A. Clevenger
Professional Nature Photographer

August 28-30 and August 31-Sept. 3 at Camp Denali

Curtains of Light: Aurora Borealis
Neal Brown
Former Director of Alaska Space Grant Program

Sept 7-10 at Camp Denali

Ralph A. Clevenger holds degrees in both zoology
and photography. He has followed his passion for
the natural world through photography of wilderness
travel, natural landscapes, and wildlife. Fieldwork and
evening programs will explore ways to improve one’s
photography, learning to see beyond preconceptions,
and turning visual impressions into creative images.
*There is an additional fee for this program and space is limited

Neal Brown has joined us at Camp Denali for 29 years!
His interest in auroral phenomena was first sparked
when working for NASA and has continued since.
Brown’s evening lectures will explore the aurora, its
myths and science, sun dogs, noctilucent clouds, and
atmospheric phenomena. By early September, it is
finally dark enough to view the aurora. Join Neal in his
enthusiasm for Alaska’s mystical night skies!

Read more about our 2015 lineup on our website, www.campdenali.com

Photos from left: Aurora over Camp Denali dining hall (S. Baker, 2014). A housemade berry shortcake fresh from the bakery (C. Mischler). A guest photographs
Denali from Cranberry Ridge (A. Utzig).

Unbearable Hunting Practices

bou populations for human consumption largely by waging
war against predators: brown and black bears, wolves and
coyotes.
nlike any national park in the Lower 48, sport
Recently liberalized hunting techniques have included
hunting is allowed throughout 20 million acres of
baiting
of brown bears with anything from jelly donuts to
National Park Service land in Alaska. How come? Because
bacon grease, spotlighting of sows
of the 1980 Alaska National Inand cubs in their dens to lure them
terest Lands Conservation Act's
out of hibernation, and extending
(ANILCA) creation of "nathe season and bag limits for wolves
tional preserves." As ANILCA
and coyotes during their denning
transformed the map of Alaska
season. What was a five-per-season
into shades of green, one of
limit for wolves, in parts of Katmai
many compromises made with
and Lake Clark National Preserves,
Alaskans was the allowance
is now 10 per day.
of traditional sport hunting on
For years, the State Board of
preserves.
Game has ignored NPS requests to
The rub is that the State of
exempt national preserves from such
Alaska’s wildlife policies have
aggressive predator hunting policies.
been at odds with national
Year by year, the NPS has put temparks' policies. The State manporary bans on such practices. Now,
ages wildlife for "sustained
with the State’s urging, the NPS has
yield," defined as “the achieveproposed a permanent federal ban.
ment and maintenance in perpeWhile we fully support the ban, it
tuity of the ability to support a
shortsightedly omits black bears
high level of human harvest of
from the prohibition on bear baiting.
game.” But national parks exist
Alaska's national preserves belong
for the protection of wildlife.
to
all of us. Proposed regulations are
Manipulation of wildlife is exopen for public comment through
A wolf pauses in a patch of fireweed. (M. Grosnick)
pressly prohibited in parks and
December 3rd. Follow the issue with
preserves.
the Alaska Regional Office of the
This philosophical difference was rather peaceful until
NPS, National Parks Conservation Association, and Denali
the State adopted an “intensive management” policy in
1994. Intensive management aims to boost moose and cari- Citizens Council.

U
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Camp Denali & North Face Lodge Staff

M. Stoutenburg.

TESSA HULLS ’14
Seattle, WA
MATT IVERSON ’12-’14
Anchorage, AK
IAN JOHANSSON ’13, ’14
Bonita, CA
EMMALYN KAYSER ’14
Des Moines, IA
JEFF KLAKOVICH ’11-’14
Santa Cruz, CA

JUSTIN & KENDALLLAMB ’13, ’14
Bellingham, WA
SADIE MACQUARRIE ’12,’14
Duxbury, MA
TOM McCARRAN ’11-’14
Amherst, MA
DREW McCARTHY ’07-’14
Anchorage, AK
TARA McCARTHY ’14
South Lake Tahoe, CA
BRIAN McCORMICK ’95-’14
Seattle, WA
MARTHA McPHEETERS ’06-’14
Denali National Park, AK
MAX MILLER ’11-’14
Indian River, MI
MATT MILLS ’03-’07, ’10-’14
Walpole, NH
CHRIS MULHERIN ’14
Iowa City, IA
STEPHANIE NEILSON ’12,’14
Princeton, NJ
CHRIS NOEL ’12-’14
Indianapolis, IN
TESS NOEL ’13, ’14
Portland, ME
JOHN NORDSTROM & EVAMARIA SCHARNOW ’10-’14
Rockport, MA

ERIC O'KEEFE ’13, ’14
North Potomac, MD
ASHLEY PHILLIPS ’08, ’10, ’14
Tallahassee, FL
BARB PROPST ’04-’05, ’14
Pocatello, ID
AUSTIN PURDIE ’14
Logan, UT
SHAWN & KELLY PUMMILL
’11-’14
Koloa, HI
ANDREW RECUPERO ’07-’10, ’14
Ferrisburgh, VT
LAURIE SCHLUEB, CHUCK
WAYLAND, SPENCER, & LEVI
’01-’03,’13, ’14
Missoula, MT
JONATHAN STARKES ’10-’14
New Haven, CT
MERI STOUTENBURG ’13, ’14
Des Moines, IA
JAN TOMSEN ’03, ’04, ’06-’14
Eagle River, AK
KRISTEN VAWTER ’10-’14
San Francisco, CA
HANNAH WAGENAAR ’10-’14
Maxwell, IA
Short Term
Staff & Volunteers
MARK AND DIANA BERRY
LEE DRURY
JOAN FOOTE
KYOKO OKANO
TIM REAP
FRITZ WITTWER

C. Mischler

THEO Ambros ’90-’93, ’13, ’14
Hartland, VT
MARK ARDAGNA ’14
South Lake Tahoe, CA
DAVID BELICEK ’14
Amherst, NH
HANNAH BERRY ’10-’13
Gustavus, AK
KC BOEHLY ’09-’10, ’13, ’14
Seattle, WA
DUKE BRADY ’12, ’14
Olympia, WA
MATT CAHILL ’09-’12, ’14
Amherst, NH
MARIANNE CATALDO ’14
Commack, NY
ESTEBAN CERON ’14
Delaware, OH
STEPHANNIE DOTSON ’12, ’14
Marysville, OH
ADRIENNE DOYLE ’14
Tampa, FL
CARLEY DUNN ’96-’14
Anchorage, AK
SIMON FITZ-WILLIAM ’13, ’14
Gainesville, FL
TERESA FLOBERG ’13, ’14
Healy, AK
CHRIS GOCHENOUR ’06, ’09-’14
Overland Park, KS
RUSSELL GRIGGS ’07-’10, ’12-’14
Bozeman, MT
SIMON, JENNA, DANIKA, &
SILAS HAMM
Denali National Park, AK
SHALEAS HARRISON ’13, ’14
Powell, WY
JANET HUDDLESTON ’11-’14
Takaka, New Zealand

The collective knowledge,
talent, and warm hospitality of our staff are what
make our guest experience
so memorable.
General staff positions
are available for the 2015
season, as well as professional-seasonal positions.
Registered Nurses and
EMTs are encouraged to
apply for any of our positions.
If you know of someone who
would be a good fit in our
community, encourage him
or her to view the employment pages of our website.
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Denali National Park Wilderness Centers Ltd.
Camp Denali, North Face Lodge, & Parkside Guest House
P.O. Box 67
Denali National Park, AK 99755

Help us update our mailing list.
Please tell us if your contact information
has changed, if you wish to unsubscribe,
or wish to receive the newsletter by
email only. Thank you!
907-683-2290
info@campdenali.com

www.campdenali.com

Looking Back.... Sixty Years Ago in Denali
Sixty years ago this May, my parents, Liz and Bill Berry,
made their first trip to Alaska and Camp Denali. Though
the event may be recorded in one of my parents’ journals of
“critter” sightings (they both diligently noted dates, times,
and locations on every moving thing they spotted), I cannot
recollect any first impressions they may
have told me of their first climb up the hill
to Camp Denali. I do know that Camp
would be the window through which they
viewed Alaska and its wildlife over the
remainder of their lives. For them, Camp
Denali and all that it represented was
the perfect conduit to introduce people to
Alaska's natural beauty.
Camp Denali was my folks’ ticket to
Alaska. Liz was one of Camp’s first staff
members and Bill was the accompanying wildlife artist and
part-time water boy. Their real mission on this first trip to
Alaska, however, was to see for themselves the Last Frontier
and the animals that inhabited it. Their shared love of the
natural world had taken them over much of the deserts and
Great Plains of the American West— observing, sketching,
journaling, and attempting to make a living sharing those
8

discoveries with the world through illustrations and
cards, drawings and paintings.
Camp offered a way to see Alaska and its wildlife first
hand. What they weren't prepared for was just how strong
the pull was. They never left. Liz continued to work and
visit for many summers. As for Bill, the
most prominent part of his artistic career
was during his remaining 25 summers,
sketching and noting his observations
of Denali’s wildlife— and, of course,
gleaning dinners and conversations from
Camp whenever he needed some human
interaction between his forays.
I like to think they must have loved the
wide-open skies and unhampered vistas
afforded from Cranberry Ridge when they
first arrived. It’s hard to imagine not heading up there
as soon as you've taken in Nugget Pond and gotten your
wind back from the walk up. In fact, this is often what I
think of as I stand there. What were their first thoughts at
that wonderful spot? Perhaps much like my own. Wow. I
made it. I'm home now.
			

-Mark Berry

