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[ittle House

for a Big M

cottages in the field

A FTER MONTIIS OF SEARCHING, a city-weary
family looking for a weekend country retrear finally
found the perfect site: a south-facing, tree-lined
meadow with a sweeping view of glaciated moun-
tains in the distance. The site even included an old
log structure nestled into the forest at the edge of
the meadow. Though the building itself was beyond

repair, the foundation proved to be solid—it would

ountain

provide an economical starting point for the
creation of a delightful country-cottage home.
Local architect Geoffrey Prentiss encouraged the
family to keep the house to the same footprint as
the old log cabin (20 fr. by 30 fr.). A small home
would require little maintenance so that time spent

on retreat could be just that,

size 880 5q. fr.; compreten 1996; vocanion Darrington, Washington;
ry Preniiss (Prentiss Architects), Seattle, Washinglon,

pEsioNeER Geol
sunoer Chuck De Graffenreid i Buildurs), PHER

Jim Malecki

THE STEEPLY PITCHED ROD|

the tall, narrow windows

that extend up i

ole, and th

tens aver the cedar siding
combine to give the tiny
house a feeling of height.
At the same time, an ex-

pansive deck served |

broad set of stairs visually
anchors the building o

the grotmnd.

Prentiss boldly chose to
draw attention to the steel
structuzal posts that sup-
pore the porch and act as

ions between the

windows, painting them
a bright blueberry color.

The columns add a play-

ful contemporary cffect,
while the gable ornament
evokes 4 more traditional

cottage form.
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TO SIMPLIFY CONSTRUCTION

winduows and doue open

ings, The sttong verrical

coltages in

v of medern

picture windows.
The umheaced vestibule
on |.l|l' 'l.l\‘lf' \Tl'lf:". |1[.[.l‘|'.‘| a

weather ter for the

entryway while also pro-

wding a coat closer and a

or the kircher

that d

THE PAINTED STEEL POLES

have come inside ta suppoert

the sleeping and storaoe
the sleeping and srorage

loft. Smalier versions of

the posts form balusters,
while cable guardrals al-
low an unobstrucred view

of the mountains tt h

the windows in the souch
. Below the loft, an
the b

ary berween the

und-

and dining area,

=
-

3‘-
-

ared runs the

£ the livine
of the living r

Prentiss speci

ing color, stallation of h
comfort, and economy beaded paneling in the
of space, living room.




THE FIRST-FLOOR BEDROOMS

are l'l{'ﬁlj"\:n'(:; as mirror

images, down to the iden-

| built-in bed pli

forms,

headboards, and book-

shelves (oniy the books

are dilferent). Clothing

de

o rollers from under

and bedding drawers s

forms ro max-
imize storage potential
A short partition-wall

aleowe to the ¢

ght of the

bedroom doorway is fitted

with bule-in -a'w]\'mg &}

create DOOI‘&\'E[‘-! = T :' Lo ug.' -

ot [,!'IC COtTage, l]n-‘.'i\'

afted buile-in furnishings
make the most of the lim-
tted space while adding a

good measure of charm,
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o continme the
theme of the sceel

colum

) provides access

el L]TC iii.‘l‘l.‘-lllg [oft, L‘]IITII—

nating need for a

3PACC-CONsUMIng sta Irway.
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\!U'-VS l'l._](i! b \‘-’:]CUI'I'IC ab-

i Soaring gable win-

sence of clutter create an

apen,

space—like the
fields and mountains upon

which this cateage will

gaze for many penerations

a little bowse for

a big mountain
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