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Our Current Unit of Study: 
Portraits 

We started this unit by looking closely at 
the Lansdowne Portrait of George 
Washington from the National Portrait 
Gallery.  It is an excellent introduction to 
“reading” a portrait like text.  Students 
were able to use their prior knowledge to 
interpret the pose, clothing, setting and 
objects in the painting.  After that, we 
started work on our own portraits.  Each 
student chose a famous person to 
depict.  They needed to reflect the 
character of the person through pose, 
clothing, setting and symbols.  Right now 
we’re working on self portraits inspired 
by Chuck Close.  Since Close uses a 
grid to create his large-scale portraits 
and self portraits, we are too.  It’s a great 
way to help students tackle the daunting 
task of drawing  one’s own face. 

Essential Questions 
In every unit, there are some big 
questions we’ll explore while looking at 
and making art.  Here are the questions 
we’re pondering during this unit: 
 
 How can the viewer "read" a work of 

art as text? 
 How do artists grow and become 

accomplished in art forms? 

Learning Objectives 
Here are the things I want students to 
know and be able to do in this unit: 
 
 I can interpret a portrait by analyzing 

the sitter’s pose, clothing, setting and 
the objects around him/her. 

 I can carefully observe an object and 
draw it realistically.  

 I can demonstrate quality 
craftsmanship through care for and 
use of colored pencils. 

 I can write an artist statement to 
describe my choices while making a 
portrait. 

 I can create light, middle and dark 
values in works of art. 

 I can solve problems that arise while 
I am working. 

Looking Forward 
Once our self portraits are finished, we’ll 
begin working on the 5th Grade Visual 
Art Cornerstone Assessment! 
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A portrait of 
Canadian 
astronaut 
and pug 
owner, 
Chris 
Hadfield. 


