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Our Current Unit of Study: 
Drawing on the right 

side of the brain 

When we are young, we learn to draw in 
a way that is symbolic. Stick figures, 
square houses with rectangle roofs, a 
circle sun in the corner—these all 
represent real objects but they do not 
look realistic.  As students get older, 
many want to improve their drawings, 
but are unsure how to make things look 
“right”.  To address this important 
transition, the fourth graders are doing 
several exercises from Betty Edwards’ 
book: Drawing on the Right Side of the 
Brain.  The goal of these exercises is to 
help students move beyond the symbolic 
drawings they have been making since 
pre-k and help them develop 
observational drawing skills.  We are 
using a transparent picture plane as a 
tool to help transform 3-dimensional 
forms into 2-dimensional images.  We 
are also adding value to our contour line 
drawings to make them appear 3-
dimensional.   

Essential Questions 
In every unit, there are some big 
questions we’ll explore while looking at 
and making art.  Here is the question 
we’re pondering during this unit: 
 
 How do artists grow and become 

accomplished in art forms? 

Learning Objectives 
Here are the things I want students to 
know and be able to do in this unit: 
 
 I can use and care for drawing tools:  

graphite, charcoal, tortillion, picture 
plane. 

 I can create and identify contour 
lines. 

 I can create and identify light, middle, 
and dark values. 

 I can use stippling, hatching, cross-
hatching, and scribbling to create 
value. 

 I can revise my artwork based on 
feedback from a peer. 

Looking Forward 
In addition to learning how to draw from 
observation, we are learning techniques 
for adding value—areas of light and dark
– like hatching (parallel lines) and cross 
hatching (perpendicular lines).  Our next 
drawing will be on scratch board.  This 
new media will be a challenging way to 
apply everything we’ve learned so far in 
this unit. 
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