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Xinet 17.6 FAQ  
 
Solr search technology adds a new dimension to asset discovery and navigation 
within Xinet.   
 
Q: What is Solr?   
A: It is a fast and highly scalable search engine from the Apache Lucene Project.  
Inside Xinet, Solr can optionally handle the indexing and search functions 
previously only handled by the Venture database.  By default, searching in Xinet 
is now performed by Solr. However, it is possible to continue to use the legacy 
search functions; see below for more details. 

 
Q: What advantages does Solr offer?   
A: Solr inside of Xinet is significantly faster, particularly on very large databases.  
It also offers a faceted search experience that is very easy and intuitive to use 
for visually refining search results.  Additionally, Solr offloads the Venture 
database from having to do indexing and searching.  
 
Q: How does Solr know which fields to “facet” on?   
A: This is set by the administrator. 
 
Q: When Solr performs an index, does it index every field or only the field 
identified for faceted search?   
A: All fields are indexed. 
 
Q: When should Xinet customers use Solr versus the legacy search 
capability based on Venture?   
A: Solr is ideal: 
 

• When quick and easy searches are all that are needed 
• For customers that want to visually browse their databases or forage for 

new content 
• When the Xinet system is handling extremely large amounts of data. 
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Q: When should Xinet customers use the legacy search capability based on 
Venture?   
A: There are three situations where using the legacy search capabilities in Xinet 
may be more appropriate than Solr:  
 

• Does your customer require custom pre-filtering of assets based on 
business rules? 

• Is field-specific searching a requirement? 
• Are they reliant on a highly customized/specialized user interface?  

 
In these cases, you may want to encourage your customer to experiment with 
Solr as time allows, but remain in production on the legacy search 
implementation.  
 
Q: When it comes to the presentation of search results, what order are they 
in?   
A: Behind the scenes, Solr applies a weighting function to search results based 
on things like “does the search term appear in a filename?”  The weighting 
determines which items appear first.  The weighting is not adjustable by either 
the admin or the end user. 
 
Q: When Solr search is enabled are Xinet Full Text Indices being 
generated?   
A: No, they are not. 
 
Q: How many facets are allowed and can that be adjusted? 
A: The administrator can select multiple text and Boolean keyword fields to be 
presented as facets. For the best user experience, the administrator should limit 
the number of fields to 20 or fewer. 
 
Q: If metadata is being edited in the Venture database, is that record 
“locked out” for searching in Solr?   
A: No, it is not. This is a rather nice advantage of Solr compared to the legacy 
search method. 
 
Q: How long does it take for changes in the database to be searchable in 
Solr?   
A: That depends on many factors, but a typical amount of time is approximately 
15 seconds. 
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Q: Have all Solr features been implemented in Xinet?   
A: No, there are additional benefits that Xinet could gain in future releases, for 
example, suggestive and predictive searching. Likewise, at this time, we do not 
allow faceted search operations on such field types as date or integer. 
 
Q: Is it feasible to shift between Solr and the legacy search in real-time, 
such as during a demo?   
A: This is not recommended, as the amount of time to re-build the indices can 
be many minutes. 
 
Q: Can I supply my own dictionary in order to use my own key-value pairs?  
A: While Solr will “see” Language Analysis Filter files (ie. French-mapping.txt) 
you provide, it is not recommended, as we have not tested this level of 
customization.  Modifying the supplied files is also not recommended. 
 
Q: Can I create my own plug-ins to the Solr implementation in Xinet? 
A: Just as above, we have not tested this level of customization. Modifying or 
expanding Solr is not recommended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


