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EVENT OF THE DAY
The Class of 2015 at Tombstone High School is sponsoring a 
fundraiser from noon to 10 p.m. at the Panda Express restaurant 
in Sierra Vista. Mention Tombstone High School when you order, 
to benefi t the class.

BY ADAM CURTIS
HERALD/REVIEW

SIERRA VISTA — When it 
comes to developing a path-
way to cultivate a highly-
trained, technical workforce 
and get those people on the 
job, few rural communities 
can bring together a group 

like the one that met in Si-
erra Vista on Thursday.

Sitting in a meeting room 
at Northrop Grumman’s new 
office on Garden Avenue, the 
area’s heavy-hitters when it 
comes to Science Technol-
ogy Engineering and Math-
ematics (STEM) education 
and industry, came together 

to hear what Science Foun-
dation Arizona had to say. 
They included leaders from 
Fort Huachuca, Cochise Col-
lege, Sierra Vista Unified 
School District, the chamber 
of commerce, University of 
Arizona, the county schools 
office, Arizona State Univer-
sity and local businesses.

To start off, foundation 
staff members said the peo-
ple in that room are part of a 
model that can be replicated 
statewide and beyond to de-
velop the scientists and en-
gineers needed to keep this 
country competitive glob-
ally. Next, they highlighted 
the need for awareness of 

various pieces of the local 
STEM pathway to expand 
beyond that room, so that 
other local companies and 
individuals get involved.

Prior to the foundation’s 
presentation, Ray Haynes, 
a consultant for Northrop 
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PHOENIX — The days of 
a live turtle as a prize at the 
fair may be numbered.

D i t t o  r a b b i t s  a n d 
parakeets.

But you still could bring 
home a goldfish if you pop 
the balloons, make the bas-
ket or knock over the bottles.

Without dissent the House 
Appropriations Committee 
voted Wednesday to make it 
illegal to give away live ani-
mals as prizes. HB 2121 now 
goes to the full House.

“Kids were coming home 
with animals at 10 o’clock at 
night and nobody had any 
way to care for them,’’ said 
Rep. John Kavanagh, R-
Fountain Hills. The result, 
he said, is the animals often 
wound up suffering and 
dying.

Kavanagh said it turns 
out that while state law pre-
vents raffling off animals as 
prizes, there is nothing mak-
ing it illegal to offer them 
as prizes for games of skill. 
This measure closes that 
loophole.

But not entirely.
His origi na l proposa l 

covered all animals. That 
included goldfish which 
youngsters would bring 
home from the carnival in 
plastic bags and then hunt 
for someplace to keep them 
and something to feed them.

“It became apparent to 
me that the ban on fish was 
something that was not 
popular,’’ he said, not only 
among his colleagues but 
probably the population in 
general. “So I carved out 
fish, no pun intended.’’

And to get the necessary 
votes, Kavanagh also had to 
agree to let pet stores give 
away animals. But he fig-
ured that anyone in a pet 
store who won a prize could 
get the supplies they needed 
right then.

BY DEREK JORDAN
HERALD/REVIEW

HUACHUCA CITY — Sev-
eral area fire departments 
responded to a house fire 
in Huachuca City Thursday 
after the homeowner’s at-
tempt to burn dead grass got 
out of control.

The call for aid went out 
shortly before 1:30 p.m., 
with personnel from the 
Huachuca City, Whetstone 

and Sierra Vista fire de-
partments all responding to 
a house on the 100 block of 
Pershing Street.

Resident Ed Passama said 
he was in his front yard at-
tempting to burn away some 
of the dead grass surround-
ing his Koi pond when the 
wind caught the flames.

“I couldn’t get to the hose,” 
Passama said.

Smoke and flames eventu-
ally reached under the eaves 

of the roof, spreading into the 
attic space and charring the 
brick exterior of the home.

A tree in front of the 
home was also significantly 
burned in the fire.

At the scene, Huachuca 
City Fire Chief Jon Allmon 
said it was too early to say 
just how extensive the dam-
age to the interior of the 
home is until fire personnel 
can gain access to the attic 
space.

BY ADAM CURTIS
HERALD/REVIEW

SIERRA VISTA — Antonio 
Salazar, 14, remembers stepping 
up to take his first shot.

He was in a line of about 100 
other people, only two feet be-
tween them, and it was dead 
quiet. Then the archers let their 
arrows fly.

“Once everybody starts shoot-
ing, it’s like a machine gun.” 
Salazar said. “Pa, Pa.”

He was one of three people 
from an archery class offered 
through the City of Sierra Vista 
who won a class tournament 
and earned a trip to Las Vegas, 
where they competed in the Na-
tional Field Archery Associa-
tion’s World Archery Festival 
last month. 

All expenses were covered by 
three sponsors who asked to 
stay anonymous, said Gerald 
Busha, the leisure class instruc-
tor and certified master coach. 

“I think it’s awesome because 
of the community jumping in on 

this and being a part of advanc-
ing the sport of archery and 
helping the kids,” Busha said. 

Elizabeth Buonaccorsi, 13, 
remembers stepping up to take 
her first shot at the competition; 
she was shaking.

“It wasn’t in the center,” Buon-
arccorsi said, of her first arrow. 
After settling in, she felt good 
about how she did overall.

She’s been in the city’s class 
for about two years and is happy 
to have found a sport she’s good 
at and enjoys, Buonaccorsi said. 
She likes that it’s an individual 
sport.

“It’s just you and the target,” 
she said. 

Like her classmates, Buonac-
corsi insisted on thanking the 
sponsors.

“It was really generous and 
it makes you know that people 
do care about what you do,” she 
said. 

Geovanie “Geo” Santos, 18, 
was amazed by quality of the 
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William Houston stars in “The Bible,” 
premiering Sunday on History.
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Elizabeth Buonaccorsi, 13, and Geo Santos, 18, participate in archery class on the Oscar Yrunn Athletic Field. Both youths competed in 
the National Field Archery Association’s World Archery Festival in Las Vegas in early February. BELOW: Archery Master Coach Gerald 
Busha goes over technique with a student recently.

Local STEM effort model for state

WORLD ARCHERY FESTIVAL

Huachuca City grass burn gets out of control

Seeking 
an end 
to pet 
giveaways

Young archers take aim in Vegas

Mike 
Quarto 
with the 
Sierra 
Vista Fire 
Dept., uses 
a thermal 
imaging 
camera 
to detect 
heat after 
a fire in 
Huachuca 
City on 
Thursday.
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GIVE IT A SHOT
Busha teaches a beginners and an advanced archery 

class for people ages 10 and up.
The next round of classes begins Saturday, March 9 and 

continues each Saturday through April 6. The fee of $53 
covers all five sessions. The first two are an hour and a 
half long and the next three are an hour. 

Equipment is provided but archers can bring their own 
gear too. 

To sign up or get more information on any of the city’s 
leisure classes, call or visit the Oscar Yrun Community 
Center, Ethel Berger Center or the Cove.
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10 a.m. – 4 p.m. • The Mall at Sierra Vista

• Are you a wayward dieter 
trying to stay on track?
• Looking for alternative 

health treatments?
• Want to provide home 

help to loved ones in their 
twilight years?

• Not sure what to do 
this weekend?

• Searching for a 
place to stay and 

unwind?
• Is your home in 
need of a facelift?
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Find the answers to these questions and more 
from LOCAL vendors at this weekend’s 

Sierra Vista Area Chamber
• Abrio Care 
• Acadamy of Martial Arts 
 & Fitness 
• Accent Care 
• Air Evac 
• American Cancer Society 
 - Relay for Life Sierra Vista 
• AZ New Beginnings 
• Bayada Home 
 Health Care 
• Bisbee Chiropractic and 
 Natural Health Center 
• Bisbee Olive Oil 
• BrightStar 
• Cave Creek Ranch 
• Cenpatico of Arizona 
• Cherry Creek Radio 
• City of Sierra Vista  
 - CODI 
• City of Sierra Vista 
 - Dream your City 
• City of Sierra Vista 
 - Leisure Services 
• Clark Information 
 Systems 
• Cochise College 
 - Sierra Vista Campus 
• Cochise County Health 
 Department 
• Cochise Oncology 
• Corium 21 
• CrossFit Huachuca 
 - by Paladin Fitness 
• Cruise One - Sonoita 
• Curves of Sierra Vista 
• DD Gamble Guest Lodge  
• Decorating Den Interiors 
• Dynamite Specialties 
• Echoing Hope Ranch 
• Edward Jones Investments 
 - Jeff Lane, Howard Merkwan, 
 Gina Lane
• Frye's Ultimate 
 Supplements & Vitamins 
• Furry Family Chiropratic 
• Genesis Natural Medicine 
• Gerhardt Law Offi  ce 
• Good Neighbor Alliance 
• Great Living Waters 
 - Darrell Ratzlaff  
• Hampton Inn 
• Han Ling Accupuncture 
• Healthy Solutions 
• Herbalife International 
• In The Event Of... 
• Justice Financial Advising, Inc. 
• Laser Cosmetics 
• Legal Shield 
 and GoSmallBiz 
• Marriott  - Fairfi eld Inn & 
 Suites/TownePlace Suites 
• McCraren Compliance 

• MHS & More, LLC 
 - Super Window Screens 
• MHS & More, LLC 
 - Hat Rims 
• MHS  & More, LLC 
 - Herbal Life 
• Mia Bella Independent 
 Consultant 
 - Carolyn McLain 
• Mountain View Family  
 Care 
• Natures Healtier Choices 
• Phil McNulty Wealth 
 Management 
• Quality Dental Care 
• Saguaro Podiatry 
 Associates 
• Scentsy Independent 
 Consultant 
 - Allison Hadfi eld 
• Sierra Vista Food Co-op 
• Sierra Healthmart 
 Pharmacy 
• Sierra Vista Regional 
 Health Center 
 - Hospice/Rehabilitation 
• Sierra Vista Regional 
 Health Center 
 - Diabetic Education/
 Nutrition & Food Services 
• Sierra Vista Regional 
 Health Center 
 - Sierra Vista Medical Group/
 SVRCH Auxiliary 
• Sierra Vista Regional 
 Health Center 
 - Maternal Child/Diagnostic 
 Imaging 
• Solar-Plus 
 - A Division of Stelcor Energy 
• Southwestern Eye 
 Center 
• Specialists in 
 Dermatology 
• Sulphur Springs Valley 
 Electric Co-op 
• Sunshine Industries 
• SW Motivational 
 Dynamics - Shaklee 
• Tailored Living 
• Tap Into Wellness 
• Tierra Antigua 
• Thirty-One Independent 
 Consultant - Mary Helms 
• Thirty-One Independent 
 Consultant 
 - Kimberly Tierney 
• Unique to You Baskets 
• University of AZ Cochise 
 County Cooperative 
• Valor HospiceCare & 
 PalliativeCare 
• Waddell & Reed 
 - David Burnett 
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Grumman, introduced some 
of the key players of Innova-
tion Campus, a partnership 
that aims to provide a pipe-
line from K-12 education to 
industry jobs in the field of 
Unmanned Aerial Systems.

Northrup Grumman as-
sisted in developing the 
curriculum for Cochise Col-
lege’s recently implement-
ed Unmanned Aerial Sys-
tems program, said Kevin 
Goates, director of the com-
pany’s technical services 
unmanned systems sustain-
ment center. Ensuring there 
is a qualified workforce 
emerging locally is key to 
Northrop Grumman, which 
has had to leave high-pay-
ing, quality positions un-
filled for lack of quality 
applicants.

That’s a problem Jerry 
Proctor, deputy to the com-
mander of the Intelligence 
Center of Excellence and 
fort commander, has been 
trying to address since 
around 2001, when he found 
that the tenants on post had 
between 400 and 600 empty 
positions that they could 
not fill. That effort contin-
ues today with an emphasis 
on growing qualified appli-
cants in the local area.

“Our education output is 
our number one national 
security issue,” Proctor 
said, admitting that the 
national debt may be tied 
for number one right now. 
“We get it from an aspect of 
how important STEM is for 
what we do here, what we 
do in the state and what we 
do nationally and the good 
that we can provide in the 
world.”

Cochise College needs to 
be a focal point for address-
ing the need for a STEM 
workforce, President J.D. 
Rottweiler said. The com-
munity college serves as a 
lynchpin in the middle of 
the pipeline, providing a 
link between K-12 schools 
and universities or even di-
rectly to employers.

Much of Science Founda-
tion Arizona’s local invest-
ment, which was outlined 
later, goes to programs at 
Cochise College.

As for the STEM opportu-

nities at University of Ari-
zona Sierra Vista, dean Jim 
Shockey said there is little 
available right now, but the 
campus is working on po-
tentially leasing lab space 
from Cochise College to get 
its toe in the door. Shockey 
said he thinks they are also 
on the verge of being able 
to build different kinds of 
models to expand programs 
available at the main cam-
pus down to Sierra Vista.

After three years in the 
area, Shockey is impressed 
with the local resources 
that can be brought to the 
table.

“I cannot imagine any-
where else pulling together 
a group of people like is in 
the room now,” Shockey 
said.

A model for the state
America needs to develop 

an ecosystem formed of K-12 
schools, colleges, universi-
ties and industry-partners 
that engages students in 
STEM areas early-on and 
gives them the pathway to 
become future scientists 
and engineers, explained 
Leo Fine, Science Founda-
tion Arizona’s scientific 
program officer.

There was evidence of 
such an effort in the room.

“What you’re doing in Si-
erra Vista, with STEM, is 
a microcosm of what is im-
portant for Arizona, which, 
in turn, is a statement 
about what is important na-
tionally and globally,” Fine 
said.

Science Foundation Ari-
zona was established in 
2006 to be a catalyst that 
would create the pipelines 
needed to develop a home-
g row n work force ready 
to fill technical job open-
ings, said Beth Broome, a 
consultant for the founda-
tion. Since then, the foun-
dation has invested about 
$38 million across Arizona 
and continues to develop 
new ways to accomplish its 
mission.

It’s currently rolling out a 
STEM mentoring program 
by partnering with business-
es and colleges to bring peo-
ple with real world experi-
ence into the K-12 classroom, 
she said. They hope to have 

the program in most Arizona 
counties within a year.

Locally, with the help of 
National Science Founda-
tion grant money, the foun-
dation invested $938,000 in 
STEM outreach programs 
at Cochise College from 
2009 to 2012 and $436,000 in 
a more recent Engineering 
Pathway Partnership Pro-
gram involving the college, 
said Caroline Vaningen-
Dunn, program manager 
for the STEM Pathways pro-
gram. The foundation has 
helped fund STEM summer 
camps at the college, which 
are ongoing, and a STEM 

academy, which help get 
younger students excited in 
STEM areas.

It is currently funding an 
internship program started 
in the summer that has al-
ready led to eight student 
from Cochise College being 
hired locally in technical 
fields, Vaningen-Dunn said. 
She touched on a variety of 
other ways the college con-
nects the pathway including 
its Running Start Program, 
the annual Math and Sci-
ence Experience, and bian-
nual engineering night.

The beauty of the founda-
tion’s investment at the col-

lege is that much of what it 
had funded is now being in-
corporated into the ongoing 
operational budget of the 
college, she said.

A lot of what is going at 
the college presents oppor-
tunities for local industry-
partners to contribute and 
more partners are needed, 
Vaningen-Dunn said. It’s all 
part of the STEM Pathway 
model, which the founda-
tion thinks is worth repli-
cating and scaling for other 
communities.

“I’m working to make that 
happen across the state of 
Arizona,” she said. 

LEFT: J.D. Rottweiler, left, 
president of Cochise College, 
chats with Jerry Proctor, who is 
the deputy to the Intelligence 
Center commander on Fort 
Huachuca, at Thursday’s presen-
tation.
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ABOVE: Brian Ten Eyck, left, 
director of research and devel-
opment at the University of 
Arizona, speaks with Northrop 
Grumman’s corporate lead exec-
utive for Fort Huachuca, Steve 
Pedigo, prior to a presentation 
by Science Foundation Arizona 
at Northrop Grumman’s office in 
Sierra Vista on Thursday.

STEM: Opportunities for local industry
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