
	  
	  
Afterschool STEM Clubs 
 
Our STEM Club model, currently being tested in a pilot study supported by JPMorgan Chase, 
targets middle and high school Title I schools in Tucson, Phoenix and Flagstaff. This informal 
education, with a focus on at-risk populations, is already having an impact: More than half of 
the students who originally expressed interest in non-STEM careers now say they intend to 
pursue a STEM profession. Moreover, many of the clubs are engaging students that 
previously did not excel in science or math.  
 
The benefits extend beyond the students—teachers are also saying that afterschool STEM 
clubs provide valuable opportunities for expanding their skills and knowledge of hands-on 
STEM projects. Noted one STEM club teacher: "This was a real learning experience for me 
as an educator. It was exciting for me to see the student involvement that did not wane." 
 
Our STEM Club model is unique in Arizona and the country and provides key components to 
maximize effectiveness. This includes interdisciplinary activities that reinforce and accelerate 
classroom learning through advanced, hands-on activities that demand critical thinking and 
use of technology. STEM Club student leaders determine specific activities each semester 
from multiple, supervised options that include competitions with peers, community/service 
projects, college visits and career exploration.  
 
The diversity of STEM activities differentiates our STEM Clubs from traditional, discipline-
specific clubs (e.g., Math Clubs). With wide representation across many disciplines of 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics, STEM Clubs intrinsically appeal to a 
more comprehensive cross section of the student population than more narrowly focused, 
stand-alone clubs. They provide a focal point for the wide range of available STEM resources; 
and they offer informal and real world, laboratory, business and industrial experiences of high 
value, ranging from research and robotics to chemistry, computer, environmental and 
biological sciences.  
 
This model represents an opportunity not only to involve and inspire students and teachers, 
but also engage the larger community of parents, business leaders, post-secondary education 
students and educators as well as other prospective mentors, career advisors and advocates 
who can make the program a success.  
 
Indeed, the STEM Clubs benefit from the involvement of STEM Advocates: Industry and 
community members share their workplace experiences during career days, while visits to 
post-secondary campuses enhance students’ grasp of opportunities beyond the school walls. 
These connections and experiences can enrich students’ belief in their ability to achieve a 
goal or outcome. At the same time, teachers serving as STEM Club advisors provide a 
personal link to education and reinforce students’ learning requirements in informal settings. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Caroline VanIngen-Dunn, 602-682-2882, cvaningen-dunn@sfaz.org 


