[image: image1.png]MCDONALD
ELEMENTARY
ZPTA



Information for Prospective Parents
Welcome to McDonald Elementary! We are an engaged group of parents excited about growing our school together. We hold membership meetings roughly every other month and communicate through our website, www.mcdonaldpta.org, to keep everyone up to date on what’s going on and how parents can be involved. If you’re not already subscribed to our e-newsletter, go to the website and sign-up. That’s the best way you can stay informed. 

Because our school is still very new, we ask that every parent volunteer their time and plan ahead so they can donate money to support the school. There are lots of ways to be involved!

How much do we need to raise next year?

That’s a great question. The answer is about $375,000.
That’s about $140/month for 9 months for K-2nd grade families.

We raise money for two different “pots” of funding. 

1) $300,000 - Immersion Assistants for the immersion classroom – K-2nd grade for 2012-13 school year. 

2) $75,000  - PTA General Fund which supports: 
· 1:1 literacy/phonics tutors for the 4 students per classroom that need it most
· Supplemental classroom materials for each teacher including PE and Library 
· Field trips
· Childcare during PTA meetings for those unable to pay
· Teacher appreciation efforts like school t-shirts, mugs, occasional latte
· PTA meeting and open house / tours hospitality
· E-newsletters, communication tools
· Insurance
· Board member training
· Local, state and national membership dues
To help break this down, the fundraising goal is equivalent to: 

$1,000 for each K /1st /2nd grade student for Instructional/Immersion Assistants

$250 per student in entire student body, for the rest of the PTA funded support. 
Or: $140/month for 9 months. 

How we raise funds: 
· Direct appeal for Immersion Support– the primary fundraising method for parent donations is asking parents to give once and give big. We do this so parents can spend their time not on lots of fundraising events but in the classrooms helping students.
· Walk/Run-a-thon - great way to get relatives and neighbors to support the school
· T-shirts/ Sweatshirts sales
· Website and event sponsors
· Grants, more
Some of the Many Ways You Can Volunteer – All Parents Engaged in Some Way
Event helpers –back-to-school. walk-a-thon, family dance, parent nights, etc. 

Fundraising helpers for immersion assistants in the immersion classrooms and general PTA funds. 

Room parents - each classroom needs a point-person to organize parents for classroom events and to ensure good communication among parents in the classroom. This is a great way to get to know families in your child’s class. This role is great to share with another parent. 

Communications / Website Support - assist the communications director with website and e-newsletter postings. 

Art / Music and other enrichment activities committee - help this committee implement an art docent (volunteer) program for the classrooms and other programs to infuse art and music into the school as well as determine the before/after enrichment activities for the next school year. 

Lunchroom helpers for the youngest students – every day September through January we need a parent in the lunchroom to help the kindergartners. This is fun to do - it helps you get to know the students and gives you ideas for lunches. We expect that this will be fully staffed by K parents.
Before & After School Enrichment 

In addition to KidsCo for before and after childcare at McDonald, these activities were offered to students throughout the year as optional after school programs: art, science, basketball, unicycle. 

Please contact us if you have questions.  We hope you and your family will join us in creating a wonderful school for our children and the many others that will follow in the years to come!

Sincerely,
Carolyn Cunningham
PTA President

president@mcdonaldpta.org
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Libby Chapman
PTA Vice President

libby.chapman@gmail.com

