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Based on what you heard, what are the key implications that you will take away 
with you? Why is it important or not important to you? 

 
The majority of participants agreed that STEM is critical to the future of Arizona’s 
economy.  Many indicated the key to success is in better coordination and building 
inviting “pathways” from early education through workforce.  Business and industry 
collaboration as well as teacher professional development and pre-service education are 
critical components.  Several participants stated that we must set our education 
standards higher and become more competitive. Engagement by the Governor’s office 
and State Board of Education are important to making this happen. 
	  
	  
What do you perceive as Arizona’s largest obstacle(s) in building and supporting 
an innovation economy? 
 
Many participants noted the State’s revenue challenges and the need to maintain 
support for education. Others suggested that the solution lies with current resources that 
need to be prioritized differently.  A large majority identified lack of coordination, 
leadership, and ability to execute and persist with an education agenda over the long 
term that includes clear guidelines and objectives so that teachers and students 
understand and have the preparation required to carry out those expectations.  There is 
a desire to “take politics” out of the STEM agenda to maintain this consistency and 
actually improve student outcomes.   
 
 
In supporting Arizona’s innovation economy, what do you believe is the highest 
priority/action? 
 
The key elements that a majority of participants agreed upon are that teacher quality and 
education are imperative to students’ success along with motivating and exciting 
students in STEM by enabling creative thinking and hands-on, relevant projects. In order 
to facilitate movement through STEM education pathways, many agreed that community 
building, public support and awareness are important. The majority of participants 
agreed that financial assistance and support from businesses are essential to quality 
programs and student preparation regarding workforce needs.   
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What are the key implications of what you just heard? Why is it important (or not 
important to you)? 
 
The majority of participants expressed the importance of keeping teacher education and 
subject matter “current” for teachers to enable them to effectively teach STEM 
curriculum. They agreed that it is essential to create a foundation for STEM education 
that is based on an agreed upon definition of STEM. A handful of participants expressed 
a need for guidance regarding national efforts and to utilize those resources to define a 
plan for Arizona that will better position our state.  Prevalent among participants’ 
comments was addressing systemic problems and a call for a fundamental redesign of 
Arizona’s education structure. 
 
What are the biggest challenges we face in supporting student achievement in 
STEM? 
 
The bulk of participants emphasized providing resources and professional development 
opportunities for teachers that enable broader STEM learning, not just math and 
science. The effectiveness and the number of teachers was a generally expressed 
concern as well as the need to increase teachers’ content knowledge and appropriate 
pedagogical skills that will increase STEM literacy and achievement among students.  
 
In your opinion, will what you heard today assist in achieving better STEM 
opportunities for students? Why or why not? 
 
A majority of the participants responded “yes” and agreed that collaboration, proper 
networking, support from businesses, implementation of a statewide action plan and 
support structure to drive the importance and awareness of STEM in a systemic way. A 
smaller number of participants emphasized the need to engage and obtain the “buy-in” 
from stakeholders and elected leaders. 
 
Based on your experience and what you heard today, what should be our priority 
in building a STEM agenda for Arizona? What do you see as the contribution from 
your particular sector in helping to address this priority?  
 
Overwhelmingly, participants agreed that a coordinated effort is needed to sustain this 
important initiative financially as well as fostering positive attitudes and consistent 
engagement towards making STEM a priority. Many participants agreed that this is a 
long-term effort. Keeping lines of communication open among stakeholders, elected 
officials, higher education, schools, teachers and business leaders is key and will enable 
successful execution of an effective business plan and strategies for the STEM Network.  
 


