
1 Justification is a legal declaration of our standing in 
God’s sight (Rom. 4:9-11; 8:33-34).

 Y Imagine a baseball game. If the pitcher throws a ball, but the 
umpire calls it a strike, which is it? Note: If you would rather 
use another sport, go for it.

 Y What are some other situations in which it’s not so much what 
actually happened that matters, but what authority figures 
declares happened?

Read Romans 4:9-11.
According to the text, was Abraham justified when he 
was circumcised or uncircumcised? If Abraham was 
uncircumcised, had he done everything necessary for 
righteousness? So in actuality, was Abraham righteous or not? 

 Y How is justification like the umpire’s call?
 Y Have you ever seen a coach argue with an umpire about a call? 

How did it turn out?

Read Romans 8:33-34.
According to this text, once God has declared us righteous, 
can anyone ever declare us otherwise? Just like the coach’s 
argument doesn’t work, no one’s statement can ever change 
God’s mind.

2  Justification is the concomitant of faith exercised 
by trusting in Jesus, not the result of good works 
(Rom. 4:1-5; Eph. 2:8-9).

 Y What are some things that have to go together? 
 Y What are some things that do not go together well?

Read Ephesians 2:8-9.
 Y According to this text, how are we justified? 
 Y What are the paired-up things in this text? What makes 

justification happen?
 Y What does Paul point out as not paired-up in this text? Why 

are works excluded?

Read Romans 4:1-5.
 Y What themes from Ephesians 2 are repeated here?
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This midweek study will explore the doctrine of justification by faith. Use the following main points, Scriptures, teaching/discussion ideas, and questions to 
help students gain a better understanding of the essential doctrine for this session.

 Y How does verse 5 especially capture the essence 
of justification? (Hint: Whom does God declare 
to be righteous?)

3   Justification is both the erasing of our sins and 
the imputation of Jesus’ perfect righteousness 
(Rom. 4:6-8; 5:16-19).

 Y Make up an analogy for justification based on what you know 
of it so far. Justification is like X because… 

 Y What would you say? Why?

Read Romans 4:6-8.
 Y Here Paul quoted David in Psalm 32. What particular blessing 

was David celebrating?

Read Romans 5:16-19.
 Y This passage is a little more complicated. What blessing was 

Paul talking about for those who are justified? (Hint: He drew 
a comparison between how Adam’s sin passes on to us with 
something else.) 

 Y Was Paul talking about the same blessing in Romans 4:6-8 
and 5:16-19? If so, how are they the same? If not, what is the 
difference between the two blessings?
I’d suggest that Paul is talking about two distinct-but-connected 
blessings of justification: We are made innocent (Rom. 4:6-8), 
and we are made righteous (Rom. 5:16-19). 

 Y Does this dual blessing make justification lesser or greater?
 Y So justification is like a coin with two sides, or a highway with 

two directions. Can you make any other analogies for the 
double-blessing of justification?

WRAP IT UP

 Y If our knowledge of something doesn’t lead us to worship, 
to treasure Jesus more, we don’t truly understand it. How 
does this explanation of justification cause you to treasure 
Jesus more?

Essential Doctrine: Title
Justification refers to the moment a person is objectively declared righteous before God based on the righteousness of Christ’s atoning death 
(Rom. 8:33-34). This act of declaration takes place through faith in Christ, not as a result of human works or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). 
Through justification, a person is made to be in right standing before God, changing what was once an estranged and hostile relationship 
to one of adoption into the family of God.


