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without fear



Hope Trending is a live worldwide event delivered to thousands of host 
locations over 9 nights. It can be experienced through the comfort of your  
living room or your local church.

The goal of Hope Trending is to connect with this generation. For many the 
prospect of visiting a church can be intimidating. On top of that, people simply 
see no need to attend church at all. So how is Hope Trending different?

We put together a series of focus groups and asked them a simple question: 
How can we reimagine public evangelism in order to reach people today?

In the pages that follow, we’ll share with you what we found. Our prayer is that 
you’ll consider being part of this historic opportunity to reach our friends and 
neighbors with the good news of Jesus Christ.

In His grace and peace— 

Dwight K. Nelson, Speaker 
Hope Trending

Hello, friends! I’m honored to introduce you to Hope 
Trending: A Crash Course on How to Live Without Fear.



Designed around the relationships you form in your daily life and harnessing the power of social 
media to connect you with a broader community of fellow seekers, Hope Trending is a 9-night 
global event. It features a 60-minute live streamed event, followed by a compelling discussion that 
takes place between you and your friends, right in the comfort of your home. So be a part of the 
movement, and check out what Hope Trending has to offer.

About Hope Trending



Pastor David B. Franklin is co-host of Let’s Pray!, a live show on the Hope Channel, which is 
committed to connecting people to Jesus through prayer. The ministry reaches thousands each 
week. He is also Lead Pastor of Miracle City Church in Baltimore, Maryland. He takes on this role 
believing God is up to “something” and is excited about what the future holds. Pastor Franklin’s 
life’s desire is to respond to the words of Jesus in John 21:19, “And when he had spoken this, He 
said to him, ‘Follow Me’.”

Host

Ty Gibson is Co-director of Light Bearers and Pastor of Storyline Adventist Church in Eugene, 
Oregon. A passionate communicator with a message that opens minds and moves hearts, Ty 
teaches on a variety of topics, emphasizing God’s unfailing love as the central theme of the Bible. 
His most recent work includes the digma.com video project and the Truth Link Bible study series 
and web-course at truthlink.org. He has authored eight best-selling books, including, A God 
Named Desire, which paints a compelling picture of God’s character. Ty and his wife Sue have 
three adult children and two grandsons.

Live Panel Moderator

Featured Guests

http://www.digma.com
http://www.truthlink.org


We believe Hope Trending is best experienced in the home, with friends and neighbors. It’s called 
a “Watch Party.” This provides an inviting social environment that interacts with the live program. 
It also offers opportunities to dig deeper into the concepts after the program ends. You can also 
connect to Hope Trending via an Online Watch Party Experience.

The Watch Party Experience

Use this guide to host your own Watch Party on October 14-22!



1 Hosts may open their home to keep things cozy 
and casual. The local church may also host several 
public groups in order to make Hope Trending 
available to everyone. 

Ideally, aim to keep each group no larger than 15 
people so that everyone gets a chance to speak.

Getting Started

Choose your venue
2 Register your Watch Party at hopetrending.org/

host. A Watch Party will consist of up to 3 leaders: 
a host, a prayer coordinator, and a group leader. 
Each of these roles should be filled, however the 
host and group leader may be the same person.

Register to be a host

http://www.hopetrending.org/register


3 A personal invitation is the most effective way 
to build a guest list. Use one of our invitations 
to invite your friends and neighbors! A few days 
before the event, send your guests a reminder that 
includes any key information about arriving  
to, parking at your home, etc. 

Visit hopetrending.org for invitation resources.

Getting Started

Invite your guests
4 Hosts should help their guests settle in by 

providing a comfortable atmosphere. Arrange 
seating into a semi-circle if possible to facilliate 
better conversation. Keep the lighting soft. Offer 
some light snacks and drinks—or ask a few guests 
to bring something, potluck style.

Create a comfortable space

http://hopetrending.org


Where to 
Watch



1 Hope Trending is offered anywhere in the world 
an Internet connection is available. Just visit 
hopetrending.org. The hosting venue should 
have access to a strong connection (minimum 
of 5 Mbps down) which should be tested prior 
to opening night. Test your connection now at 
speedtest.net or fast.com.

Internet stream
2 Watch Hope Trending live on Hope Channel. They 

offer a wide variety of viewing options including 
DirecTV, Satellite, and Roku.

For additional information on viewing Hope 
Trending on Hope Channel visit hopetv.org.

Hope Channel

http://www.hopetrending.org
http://www.speedtest.net
http://www.fast.com
http://www.hopetv.org


Tips for 
moderating 
a thoughtful 
watch party



1
Provide a brief introduction for the night.  
For example, you can say, “We’ll join the live 
event, and then engage in a discussion about 
how we can apply the concepts presented to our 
daily lives. There are no stupid questions and all 
perspectives are welcome.”

2
Keep it fun! Create an atmosphere where people 
feel they are among friends. This will help facilliate 
better conversation in your group.

3
Model the kind of conversation you want.  
Start by sharing some of your own thoughts and 
note some things that stood out to you in the 
presentation. Invite others to do the same.

4
Really listen when people speak. Encourage 
people to share. Avoid letting the conversation  
turn into an argument. Foster a warm, safe  
environment.

5
Keep it short. Set a maxiumum discussion time 
of 30 minutes, and then graciously bring the night 
to a close. Remember that you’ll be doing this all 
week. You don’t want to burn anyone out.



Hope Trending is just the beginning of a conversation. Following the series, resources will be 
provided so groups can dig deeper into the topics presented, while growing the relationships 
that have been formed in the Watch Parties. It’s a natural style to engage with your friends and 
neighbors while collectively pursuing a closer relationship with God.

What’s Next

hopetrending.org



Save the Date
October 14-22!
#HopeTrending



Sponsored in part by

Pioneer Memorial Church 
North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists

We’ll be listening. Ask us questions, and engage with us live before and during each event.  
You can also share your watch party photos, thoughts, testimonies and more.  

Use #HopeTrending to join our collective conversation on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.

http://www.hopetrending.org
http://www.twitter.com/hopetrending
http://www.facebook.com/hopetrending
http://www.instagram.com/hopetrending

