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 Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
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 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 
 
 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    616-1109 
Paul Williams, Jr.   408-7234 
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(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 
 
 

October 24, 2021 

 

Not everyone 
 

Sometimes religious folks disagree about the exact relationship between obedience and 
salvation, but here’s one thing we know: God doesn’t save disobedient people. That  

isn’t to say that he doesn’t save those of us who struggle with obedience—because all 
sin is disobedience—but that he doesn’t save those who persist in disobedience. There’s 
a huge difference. Saved people are obedient people. 

We know that God saves us through faith, but I’m afraid some folks are confused by 
what that means. They point to the time when they accepted Jesus or were baptized 
and assume they’re believers. “I got saved,” some say, but then their salvation moment 
was followed by a life of disobedience. Is that biblical? 

I don’t think it is. 

Please notice what Jesus says here, and let his words sound a note of caution in your 
mind if you’re ever tempted to think that God doesn’t really care about how we live: 

Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 
“Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 
do many mighty works in your name?” And then will I declare to them, “I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness” (Matthew 7:21-23). 

If I’m reading that right, it means that there will be a lot of surprised people on judg-
ment day, and not a good kind of surprised. People who have called Jesus “Lord” and 
presumably believe they followed him will find that he expected more than merely call-
ing his name and referring to oneself as a Christian. 

Look around you in church. How many are truly following Christ? We’re not anyone’s 
Judge, of course, and we should stay far away from pronouncing any kind of judgment 
or salvation on anyone. 

But it’s a bit scary to realize that Jesus seems to mean that some (many?) of the people 
sitting in pews every Sunday singing “O how I love Jesus” will one day hear him say, “I 
never knew you. Depart . . .” 

Take a minute today and ask yourself, “Am I obedient? Am I committed to Christ?” 

Please don’t hear legalism here—our obedience can’t and won’t save us. We’ll be saved 
by the finished work of Jesus on the cross. 

But here’s something else that’s clear: saved people obey, so if our lives are character-
ized by persistent and willful disobedience, what does that say about our salvation? 

Some segments of the religious world have turned “obey” into a four-letter-word to run 
from, lest we become legalistic, salvation-earning Pharisees. And clearly that’s some-
thing to avoid. 

But sometimes I think we’ve run a little too far to the other side. 

Here’s what I know: we’ll be saved by Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death, but he saves us to 
live lives of obedience. 

Let’s trust fully in the completed work of Jesus on the cross, but let’s show our gratitude 
to him by obedience. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Worship services for the AHEPA 3  
Senior Apartments will meet today at 
3:30pm at 3320 Old Columbiana Road 
in Hoover. 
 
Please email the Facilities team,  
facilities@hoovercoc.org, if you see  
anything pertaining to the building that 
needs to be addressed, repaired, etc. 
Thank you. 
 
 

Family News and Events 
 
Please welcome Paul Merryman back 
to the Hoover family! Paul was a previ-
ous member of our church, and we are 
blessed to have him with us. His contact 
information follows: 2400 Hackberry 
Lane, Birmingham 35226; (205) 919-
7682; merrymanp@gmail.com. 
 
The annual AGAPE pecan sale is under-
way! Ordering pecans through AGAPE 
helps support vulnerable children in our 
area who are in foster homes. The sale 
closes on October 31, and the pecans 
will be in before Thanksgiving. To avoid 
shipping costs, just select the “Pickup” 
option, type in “Hoover Church of 
Christ,” and type “Teale Yeilding” in the 
rep box. Please click on the following 
link to order: https://
www.agapeforchildren.org/pecan-sale/. 
 
The Young at Heart will meet in the 
fellowship hall at 5:30pm on Friday, 
October 29, for a Birthday Celebration, 
Game Night, and Supper. Bring your 
favorite soup/chili with all the fixings—
the birthday cake will be provided.  
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
October 31, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
Apple Juice.  
 
The next American Red Cross Blood 
Drive is on Sunday, November 7, from 
7:30am-1:00pm. Sign up at https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time; the sponsor code is 
HCOC.  
 
   

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in October for Needs: 
Paul Williams, Jr.  
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Rick Williams 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Clint Richey 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Jason McKeown 
 
Announcements: Harold Rhodes 
 
Closing Prayer: Wes Blankenship 
 
Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton 
 
Video: Chad Blackmon 
 
Security: Shawn Troughton 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
October 24-30 

 
Sunday, October 24: Ezekiel 35-38; 
Psalms 130-131  
Monday, October 25: Ezekiel 39-42; 
Psalm 132  
Tuesday, October 26: Ezekiel 43-45; 
Psalms 133-134  
Wednesday, October 27: Ezekiel 46-48; 
Psalm 135  
Thursday, October 28: Reflection  
Friday, October 29: John 1-3;  
Psalm 136  
Saturday, October 30: John 4-6;  
Psalm 137 
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Happy Anniversary 
 
Jim & Christy Reece          October 24 
Walden & Karisa Schlundt      October 26 
Daniel & Lauren Warren         October 30
  

Happy Birthday 
 
Lucy McKeown           October 24 
Lanny Watkins           October 25 
Scott Warren           October 25 
Kyle Wadley           October 26 
Aryn Collins           October 29 
Marshall Pope           October 29 
 

Psalm 90:12 
 

“So teach us to number our days that 
we may get a heart of wisdom.” 

 
 

Words of Gratitude 
  
Dear Brethren in Christ,   
Just a note to thank all for the concerns, 
prayers, phone calls, visits, food, and 
cards during and after my hospital stay 
in Orlando. Words cannot describe the 
love I felt from you and the support I 
received during those stressful days. 
What a great blessing it is to be a mem-
ber of the Body of Christ at Hoover 
where everybody cares.   
Love always,  
Bill Laughmiller 
 
 

The Clothing Closet 
 
The Clothing Closet will be open to the 
community and will be held in the fel-
lowship hall on Saturday, November 20, 
from 9:00am-2:00pm. Masks will be 
required and there will be limited ca-
pacity. Volunteers will be needed to 
help set up prior to Saturday as well as 
the day of the event (hourly or however 
long that you can help). Sign up on our 
website at Clothing Giveaway Event 
2021. Please do not drop off any cloth-
ing until further notice, and direct any 
questions to Jamie Starns, Karisa 
Schlundt, Jennifer Lackey, Liz Wey-
mouth, or Pam Blankenship. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090845ABA92FA0FB6-clothing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090845ABA92FA0FB6-clothing


Attendance and Offering 
October 17, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 114 
AM Worship: 204 
PM Worship: 88 
Wednesday: 144 
 
Contribution: $11,469.64 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,839.08 
Contribution to Date: $623,241.29 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 

John 4:24 
 

“God is spirit, and His worshipers must 
worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
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Carelines 
  

Jeanne Anderson is recovering from 
surgery. Please pray for her strength, 
healing, and overall health.   
Sarah Washington has been diagnosed 
with Invasive Ductal Carcinoma. She is 
having more tests and then will begin 
treatment.   
Jamie Starns has been approved to do-
nate a kidney to her cousin. The surgery 
is set for December—please pray that 
Jamie remains healthy and that her 
cousin is healthy enough to have this 
surgery.  
Ken Norris is recovering from arthro-
scopic knee surgery.    
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’s son, is 
recovering from foot surgery.   
Frankie and Ray Anderson, friends of 
Carol Norris from New Orleans, are 
struggling with medical problems. 
Frankie is in a rehab facility trying to 
learn to walk and support himself, and 
Ray will be having gallbladder surgery 
soon. Please pray for their strength and 
healing.  
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, 
has prostate cancer.   
Debbie Cofer, Suzanne Clelland’s friend, 
is having precancerous breast surgery 
soon.  
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, is re-
covering from back surgery and is 
battling Parkinson’s disease.     
Cynthia Thomas, a friend of Leah Cov-
ington’s mom, had a lumpectomy and 
will begin radiation treatments soon.     
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our Church family: Gail 
Powell, Mollye Melton, and Dick Smith.  
Remember our families and friends: 
Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ grand-
mother), Elizabeth Chase (Joel Abbott’s 
co-worker’s sister), Tyresha Riddle and 
Karis Riddle (Jasmine Burroughs, Joel 
Abbott’s medical assistant’s friends), 
and John McGee (Sam and Melody 
Warbington’s neighbor). 

Finding Peace in Storms of Life 
 
During a terrible storm on the ocean, a 
small passenger ship rolled precariously in 
the roaring tempest. The furniture and 
anything else that could move was tied 
down, and the passengers were confined 
to their bunks for their own safety. Many 
on board thought the vessel was doomed.   
Finally, a passenger who was determined 
to find out if there was any hope for sur-
vival, set out to see the one who was in 
command. Clinging to the walls and hand-
rails, he made his way to the wave-lashed 
deck, up a ladder, and into the wheel-
house. He noticed that the ship was near-
ing land and was between some jagged 
rocks. It became apparent that the cap-
tain was trying to reach the safety of a 
clam bay up ahead. Knowing he could not 
make himself heard above the roar of the 
wind and waves, the captain just turned 
wordlessly to the worried passenger and 
smiled. Reassured, the man returned to 
the others and said, “Don’t be afraid. All is 
well. I’ve seen the captain’s face, and he 
smiled!”  
When we are battered by the storms of 
life, we may be tempted to give in to feel-
ings of hopelessness. But if we will look to 
our sovereign Captain (Hebrews 2:10 KJV) 
and commit our way to Him (Psalm 37:5), 
we will find peace even in the midst of 
great turmoil. We can trust Him to bring 
us through the storm (Mark 4:36-41).  
—Mike Riley 
 
 

Items Needed for the  
Tanzanian Women 

 
1. Children’s clothes 
2. Women’s sweaters 
3. Diapers 
4. Feminine Hygiene products (pads) 
5. Socks 
6. Underwear 
7. Deodorant 
8. Toothpaste & toothbrushes 
9. Soap 
10. Towels  
Please put these items in the food pantry 
cart in the back lobby. 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Together 
(Hebrews 10:19-25) 

 
Let us ________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us ________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us ________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will look 
like for the next few weeks. 
 
Tonight: Spiritual growth at home with family/friends. 
 
October 31: Singing service. 
 
November 7: Faith in Action. 
 
November 14: Walk4Water. 
 
November 21: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
November 28: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends. 


