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An incredibly powerful (and difficult) rule 
Few principles can completely change the way we do human relationships. 
This is one of them: 

So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is 
the Law and the Prophets (Matthew 7:12). 

It’s a bit too familiar, isn’t it? When we hear things too many times—when we 
can quote them without thinking about their meaning—they lose their power. 
This may be one of them. We call it the Golden Rule and universally 
acknowledge it as the keystone of human relationships, but we don’t really 
practice it, not really. Not completely. Not consistently. 

Why not? Probably because it’s just ridiculously hard. If we decided to forget 
the rest of the Bible and spend all of our energies only on this one verse, we’d 
still struggle with it every day. It’s that hard. 

But just for a minute, think about what it says about your relationships. Think 
about what would change in your world if you applied this principle to the 
way you treated everyone every day. 

What would God do in your marriage if you started consistently treating your 
spouse as you wanted to be treated? Not merely nice or considerate, but real-
ly going out of your way to think about how you ought to act . . . and then you 
did it. What would change? 

Or your kids. What would change about them if you lived this principle in 
front of them and toward them? Or your parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. If you took this seriously, how would you change? 

And then there’s work. It would affect the way your boss, coworkers, and cus-
tomers thought about you. They might even wonder what (or who) it is that’s 
caused such a change. 

I’m not sure why we don’t try as hard as we should with this principle. It could 
be selfishness (we think more about how people ought to treat us). Or fear 
(we’re afraid that people will take advantage of us). Or laziness or pride or re-
sentment. 

Regardless, here’s a challenge for you: Grab a notepad or your phone and 
write yourself a reminder. Write the words of the Golden Rule down and read 
them at set intervals throughout the day. And pray that God will help you live 
out those words in all of your relationships this week. 

With your coworkers, family, friends, and neighbors, ask: How would you like 
for me to treat you today? 

And whatever that is, do it. You never know what kind of difference it might 
make. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 
Worship services for the AHEPA 3  
Senior Apartments will meet today at 
3:30pm at 3320 Old Columbiana Road 
in Hoover. 
 
Please email the Facilities team,  
facilities@hoovercoc.org, if you see an-
ything pertaining to the building that 
needs to be addressed, repaired, etc. 
Thank you. 
 

Family News and Events 
 
We will be having a Stronger Families 
Workshop on Friday-Saturday, October 
15-16, at the building. There is no 
cost to attend, and childcare will be 
provided. There is a sign-up sheet on 
the back rail in the auditorium, or you 
can register online (an email has been 
sent with the link). 
 
Our Ladies’ Ministry Kick-off will be on 
Sunday night, October 17, in the fellow-
ship hall. If you have any questions, 
please contact April Winningham. 
   
Mark your calendar: The Fall Festival is 
on Friday, October 22, from 6:00-
8:00pm. More details will be coming 
soon; please see Kyle Wadley with any 
questions. 
 
The Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Class meets 
weekly in the senior high classroom 
from 11:00am-12:00pm. Denia Petru-
zella, Jamie Powell, and Leah Coving-
ton are teaching the class, and their 
topic is “The Holy Spirit.” There will 
also be a Zoom link for those who can-
not attend in person. Babysitting will be 
provided. 
 
The Young at Heart will meet on Friday, 
October 29. Please direct any questions 
to Gale Jett. 
 
Save the Date! The next American Red 
Cross Blood Drive is on Sunday, No-
vember 7, from 7:30am-1:00pm in the 
fellowship hall. To schedule your ap-
pointment, go to: https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time; the sponsor code is 
HCOC. 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in October for Needs: 
Paul Williams, Jr.  
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Johnny Johnson 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Jerry Culbertson 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Torrey Clark 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Paul Kirby 
 
Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton 
 
Video: Chad Blackmon 
 
Security: Shawn Troughton 
 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for October 3-9 
 
Sunday, October 3: Jeremiah 47-49; 
Isaiah 26 
 
Monday, October 4: Jeremiah 50-52; 
Isaiah 27 
 
Tuesday, October 5: Lamentations 1-2; 
Isaiah 28 
 
Wednesday, October 6: Lamentations  
3-5; Isaiah 29 
 
Thursday, October 7: Reflection 
 
Friday, October 8: 1 John 1-3; Isaiah 30 
 
Saturday, October 9: 1 John 4-5;  
Isaiah 31 
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Youth 
 

Backwoods Christian Camp Final Fall 
Fling will be October 8-10.  Please regis-
ter on the camp website at 
www.backwoodschristiancamp.com. 
 

Carelines 
 

Sarah Washington has been diagnosed 
with Invasive Ductal Carcinoma. She is 
scheduled to have more testing and 
then will begin treatment. Please pray 
for her healing. 
 
We extend our sympathy to Giana Kid-
well and her family upon the death of 
her cousin, Joe Martin. He passed away 
last week. Please pray for the family as 
they mourn their loss. 
 
Jeanne Anderson will be having surgery 
on Friday, October 15. Please pray for a 
successful outcome and also pray for 
her recovery. 
 
Sheryl Jackson is recovering from a sec-
ond surgery at her daughter’s home. 
Please continue to pray for her healing. 
 
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, has 
prostate cancer; please pray for his 
healing. 
 
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, is re-
covering from a lumbar fusion that he 
had last week. He is also struggling with 
Parkinson’s Disease. Please pray for his 
healing.  

Elizabeth Chase, Joel Abbott’s co-
worker’s sister, is at home now after 
being in the hospital for a long period. 
She is now being evaluated for heart 
failure as a result of postpartum issues. 
Please pray for her well-being. 
 
Dean Kendrick, Markie Jones’ grand-
mother, has been diagnosed with De-
mentia. Please pray for this family as 
they try to navigate this disease and try 
to do what’s best for her. 
 
Jane Spivey, Rex Anderson’s sister, is 
recovering from colon surgery. Please 
pray for her healing. 
 



Attendance and Offering 
September 26, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 125 
AM Worship: 212 
PM Worship: 71 
Wednesday: 81 
 
Contribution: $9,943.60 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,816.08 
Contribution to Date: $577,827.27 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 
 

Ephesians 2:17 
 

“And he came and preached peace to 
you who were far away, and peace to 

those who were near.” 
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(Carelines Cont.) 
 
Tyresha Riddle is a friend of Jasmine 
Burroughs (Jasmine is Joel Abbott’s 
medical assistant). On September 9, 
Tyresha had preterm birth at 22 weeks, 
and the baby, Karis, had to have ab-
dominal surgery on Thursday. Please 
pray for the baby’s healing. 
 
An eighth-grade student of Kendyll Cov-
ington and Rebecca Harris, Haley Strip-
ling, lost her mom from COVID. A Go-
FundMe account was created for Haley 
and her family; please see Kendyll or 
Rebecca if you would like to help them.   
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Tiffany 
Roberts, Gail Powell, Mollye Melton, 
and Dick Smith. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Tim Hethcox (Markie Jones’ uncle), Rob-
ert & Tammy Powell (Tiffany Powell’s 
parents), Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ 
son), John McGee (Sam and Melody 
Warbington’s neighbor), Pam Reece 
(Jim Reece’s sister-in-law), Harry Green 
(Bill Rayburn’s friend), and Shirley Ray-
burn (Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law). 
 

Isaiah 33:2 
 

“Lord, be gracious to us; we long for 
you. Be our strength every morning, our 

salvation in time of distress.” 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
Bob and Joy Brooks           October 6 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Diann Tippins            October 3 
Andrew Blackmon           October 4 
Erika Sankey            October 4 
Johnny Johnson            October 4 
Jerrick Rumph-Henderson       October 7 
Wendy Wadley            October 8 
Chѐ Abbott            October 9 
Elizabeth King            October 9 

 
 
 

Where Are They Going? 
 

For as long as I can remember, I’ve stared up 
at the sky on Thursday nights during the sum-
mertime on the ballfield at Backwoods Chris-
tian Camp. I’ve probably watched a thousand 
planes zip across the sky while I’ve listened to 
the singing and Bible thoughts that have 
been presented through the years, and upon 
seeing each one, I’ve wondered the same 
thing, “Where are they going?” I would imag-
ine businessmen driven by greed, missionar-
ies, and ordinary folks going on vacation or 
for a visit. I thought about this for a little 
while the other day, and decided that each of 
my “guesses” was probably right. Represent-
ed in those planes I’ve followed through the 
sky are all kinds of people . . . the same kinds 
of people who walk by me every day.  
Some of the people in those aircrafts are 
Christians who, though I may not know them, 
I am bound to by the blood of Jesus (1 John 
1:7). They represent other believers, of 
whom the apostle John wrote: “By this we 
know love, that he laid down his life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers” (1 John 3:16). Just as Christ sacri-
ficed Himself for me, I ought to love my 
brothers and sisters in a sacrificial way.  
Then, I know so many of those who’ve flown 
over my head have been living an empty life, 
and are lost and without hope (Ephesians 
2:12). As I know the road that leads to eternal 
reward is narrow and difficult, I realize so 
many will live for themselves instead of God. 
But I can help save some (I Corinthians 9:22)! 
By my life, my example, my efforts to reach 
out, God will use the power of His gospel to 
save some, so I must continue to GO!  
The one thing that every person whose plane 
may have crossed my line of sight as they 
barrel through the starry sky towards any of a 
million destinations is that they were made in 
the image of the God of heaven (Genesis 
1:26). They possess an eternal soul that will 
spend eternity in either heaven or hell 
(Matthew 25:34, 41). And, if they should ever 
cross my path, they should see Christ in me  
(2 Timothy 1:13). So, the next time you gaze 
at the stars and see a plane with your fellow 
man in tow, I hope you’ll think of all the peo-
ple in the world who need Jesus.  

—Darrell Powell 
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October Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will 
look like for the next few weeks. 
 
TONIGHT: Tanzania presentation.   
October 10: Small groups.  
October 17: Class in the auditorium: “What is God like?” 
(Exodus 34:5-7).  
October 24: Spiritual growth with family/friends.  
October 31: Singing service. 
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Hoover, AL 35216 


