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Do you know him? 
Often when I’m preaching somewhere away from here and people hear that I’m from the 
Birmingham area, they’ll ask me if I know a certain person. Sometimes my response has 
been, “Well, I know who he is, but I don’t really know him.” By that I mean that I know the 
name, and I may even know something about the person—what he looks like, etc.—but I 
don’t really know him. 

Is that also possible with us and Jesus? Is it possible to know who Jesus is but not really 
know him? 

Look carefully at what the unclean spirit says to Jesus in this paragraph in Mark’s gospel: 

And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue 
and was teaching. And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who 
had authority, and not as the scribes. And immediately there was in their synagogue a man 
with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked 
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and 
crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. And they were all amazed, so that they ques-
tioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He com-
mands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” And at once his fame spread every-
where throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee (Mark 1:21-28, ESV). 

Did you notice what the unclean spirit said? “I know who you are—the Holy One of God” (v. 
24). 

But no one would argue that the spirit was a “believer,” not in the biblical sense. 

What about us today? Maybe the phrase “personal relationship with Christ” has been mis-
used in some ways, but I think the sense behind it is true. Jesus really does want to have a 
personal relationship with us. 

It’s possible to know the Bible, maybe able even to quote big chunks of it, and not know 
Christ. It’s possible to know a lot about the church, perhaps even be a member of it, and not 
really know Jesus. It’s possible to know who Christ is, maybe a lot about what he did and 
said, but not know the Savior behind the stories. 

That seems to have been the problem with some of the leading authorities in Jesus’ day: 
they “believed in him,” John says, but they would not confess it (John 12:42-43). In other 
words, they knew who he was, but they did not know him. 

Let’s pray this prayer with Paul this week. Let’s ask God that we might “know [Jesus] and the 
power of his resurrection . . . that by any means possible [we] may attain the resurrection 
from the dead” (Philippians 3:10-11). 

Let’s pray that Jesus will be more than a historical character to us, more than One whose 
name we put at the end of our prayers. Let him be real to us, an intimate Friend whom we 
know and who knows us. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship service 
this morning—we’re thankful you’re 
here. Please fill out a visitor’s card that is 
located in the pew. We would like to 
know where you’re visiting from. 
 
Members, don’t forget to contact Vickie 
Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to have 
your family picture taken.  
 
Adult Bible Classes, 9:00am: Auditorium: 
Merv Prince and Jerry Culbertson, 
“Where We Got the Bible & Truth”; Li-
brary: Chuck Webster, Joel Abbott, and 
Wes Blankenship, “Don’t Give the Enemy 
a Seat at Your Table.” 
 
Tonight at 5:00pm, we will meet in the 
auditorium for Singing, Prayer, and Scrip-
ture. 

 

Family News and Events 
 
Please welcome Steve and Sherrie Ben-
son to the Hoover family. The Bensons 
placed membership with us on Sunday, 
May 1. Their contact information follows: 
149 Patriot Park, Montevallo 35115; Ste-
ve’s cell: (205) 966-8763; Sherrie’s cell: 
(205) 966-1067. 
 
Our Ladies’ Tuesday Bible Class will be 
ending this season on May 17 and will 
resume classes in the Fall on September 
13 (confirmation and details about this 
date will be known later in the summer). 
If you are interested in attending, please 
join us for our remaining two classes and 
mark September 13 on your calendar for 
our next session. Denia Petruzella, Leah 
Covington, and Jamie Powell are open to 
any questions about the class program. 
It’s also a great time to fellowship and get 
to know one another. There are Zoom 
classes too and free babysitting! 
 
The Young at Heart will meet on Friday, 
May 20, for their monthly birthday cele-
bration, game night, and supper. The 
menu is Potluck! You can contact Gale 
Jett, Virgie Banks, Faye Bailey, or Jo Ann 
McDonald with any questions. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
May 29, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the food 
items that are needed this month are 
Oats and Rice. 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in May for Needs:  
Carl Logan 
 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Virgie Banks  
Ushers, AM:   
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Tom McQuillan  
Singing, AM: Kyle Wadley  
Opening Prayer 
AM: Clint Richey 
PM: Jonathan Weimer  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion 
AM: Mark Lackey 
PM: Johnny Johnson  
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr.  
Closing Prayer  
AM: Donnie Winningham 
PM: Ben Vick  
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor 
Alternate: Chad Blackmon  
Video: Marc Handley  
Security: Jim Petruzella 
Alternate: Mike Clelland 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for May 8-15 
 
Sunday, May 8: 1 Chronicles 22-24  
Monday, May 9: 1 Chronicles 25-27  
Tuesday, May 10: 1 Chronicles 28-29;  
2 Chronicles 1  
Wednesday, May 11: 2 Chronicles 2-5  
Thursday, May 12: 2 Chronicles 6-8  
Friday, May 13: 2 Chronicles 9-12  
Saturday, May 14: 2 Chronicles 13-17  
Sunday, May 15: 2 Chronicles 18-20 
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Sunday Evenings 
 

In addition to our classes and worship on 
Sunday mornings and classes on Wednes-
day evenings, we have many opportuni-
ties on Sunday evenings over the course 
of 2022. Here’s what we have planned:  
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship 
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Dick & Becky Smith     May 14 
Caleb & Ashton Henry     May 14 

 
Happy Birthday 

  
Brenda Warren        May 8 
Austin Weimer      May 10 
Marc Handley      May 11 
Micah Long                    May 11 
Camilla Jones      May 12 
Norman Rutland                   May 12 
Lajuana Logan                    May 14  
 
 

Youth 
 
Save the Date for VBS: Vacation Bible 
School at Hoover will be on Thursday-
Saturday, June 16-18. Details will be 
coming soon! 
 
 

New Year Bible Verse #10 
 
Philippians 4:13: “I can endure all these 
things through the power of the one who 
gives me strength.” 
 



Attendance and Offering 
May 1, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 142 
AM Worship: 187 
PM Worship: 90 
Wednesday: 134 
 
Contribution: $17,054.51 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $15,123.33 
Contribution to Date: $272,220.02 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Isaiah 26:3 
 

“Those with sound thoughts you will 
keep in peace, in peace because they 

trust in you.” 
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Carelines 
 
We extend our condolences to the family 
of Riley, who passed away this week from 
burns sustained in a recent house fire. Riley 
was the grandson of Leigh Slay, Melody 
Warbington’s neighbor, who is also fighting 
Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer. Riley’s mother 
and siblings were also burned in the fire and 
are recovering. 
 
Edward Curry had his second knee replace-
ment surgery last week. He is recovering at 
his home and is doing well. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is undergoing chemother-
apy; please pray that these treatments will 
be effective. 
 
Doyal Newsom will be having tests this 
month for some health issues—please pray 
for good results. 
 
Susan Hawkins, the McKeowns’ friend, has 
been diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 
Hillary Wright, Janie Gaither’s friend and 
fellow teacher, has breast cancer and will 
have radiation and chemo treatments. 
 
Sue Adams, Denia Petruzella’s aunt, is at 
Lakeshore Rehabilitation Center. 
 
Vi Ballard, a co-worker of Melody Warbing-
ton, and her family need our prayers. Vi’s 
husband has a mass in his lungs, her sister 
has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, and 
she is in the hospital with an infection 
which may be related to her heart. 
 
Jan Holt, Giana Kidwell’s friend, had surgery 
last week for recurrent breast cancer.  
 
Chris Hethcox, Markie Jones’ dad, had com-
plications from a previous procedure and is 
now recovering from surgery. 
 
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling stage 4 kidney cancer and is recov-
ering from a heart attack. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
  
Remember our church family: Sheryl Jack-
son, Hope Handley, Dick Smith, Linda Crow, 
and Gail Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Caro-
line McNeill (a family member of the Kid-
well’s), Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), 
Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son), Charlie 
Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), Charlie Pflue-
ger (Tom Kidwell’s dad), and Dean Kendrick 
(Markie Jones’ grandmother). 

5 Things Teens Need to Remember 
About Key Issues They Face Today 

 
1. Remember you don’t have to figure 

everything out yourself. God is there 
for you, and he’s only a prayer away. 
He wants to help guide your deci-
sions. When you pause to pray you 
are welcoming in His wisdom and 
strength. James 1:5: “If any of you 
lack wisdom, you should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to you.” 

2. Protect your heart from unworthy 
people. Keep it guarded as if you 
were guarding a $10 million diamond, 
although your heart is even more 
priceless! Don’t let people in who you 
don’t trust. Proverbs 4:23: “Guard 
your heart above all else, for it deter-
mines the course of your life.” 

3. Let God fight your battles. One of the 
hardest things to handle as a teen is 
gossip and rumors being spread about 
you. Don’t try to defend yourself, just 
ask God to fight for you. When you 
feel like letting your words fly turn to 
Jesus instead. Exodus 14:14: “The Lord 
will fight for you; you need only to be 
still.” 

4. Don’t feel as if you have to carry 
those burdens alone. Worried about 
a test? Concerned about a friend mak-
ing bad choices? Did your dad lose his 
job? Ask Jesus to carry your worries—
take a minute and picture yourself 
placing them in His hands. 1 Peter 1:7: 
“Give all your worries and cares to 
God . . .” 

5. Trust Jesus to direct your path. We 
don’t have to figure out life all 
alone—colleges, careers, relation-
ships, etc. When you trust God and 
seek to do His will, He will guide you 
and bring people into your life to help 
you. He will give you peace about de-
cisions you make—He does not leave 
you alone to try to figure things out. 
Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the LORD 
with all your heart . . .”  

—Tricia Goyer 
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Hoover, AL 35216 

Whose voice are you listening to? 
(Genesis 2-3) 

 
________________ and _______________ (2:25) 
 
 
 
 
________________ and _______________ (3:7, 10) 
 
 
 
 
Who told you? (3:11) 
 
 
 
 
“And God ________________ them” (3:24) 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

Yesterday we had our last meeting of our first GriefShare group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make this 
ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in their 
time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring 
professional grief counselors as well as people who are grieving. 
These presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. Please 
reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle Wadley, 
or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit 
 https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

