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Lead us not 
We all need prayer primers, I suppose. Most of us have prayed thousands of times, but 
we’re like the apostles—who’d been praying for years—yet came to Jesus and asked, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” They heard him pray and realized they were missing some-
thing. 

Every time I study the Lord’s Prayer, as I’ve done with you in this column over the past 
couple of weeks, I remember again how much I need to sit at Jesus’ feet and let him 
teach me about prayer. Something jumped out at me recently that you can probably 
relate to: It’s easy to get into a rut where our prayers become mechanistic and ritualis-
tic. 

I’ve noticed that the emphases of my prayers don’t always line up with what Jesus 
stressed. I pray hard for my family, as you do, I’m sure. And I pray for other here-and-
now things—people’s health, their grief, jobs, struggles, relationships, and so on. 

And there’s nothing wrong with that, of course, but Jesus calls us to reach higher. He 
includes one line about physical things in his prayer—“Give us this day our daily 
bread”—but the rest is about eternal, heavenly things. 

At the end he says: “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matthew 
6:13). 

That, I think, is crucial. Jesus ends his prayer by focusing on our relationship to sin and 
evil. 

Here’s a thought—Jesus cares more about your holiness than he does your happiness. 
The two don’t exclude each other, of course, but he emphasizes what makes us resem-
ble him more than he does on what brings us the most immediate pleasure. 

It’s easy to get confused about that. It’s easy for me to ask him to protect my daughter 
on her trip and take care of my wife and keep my children safe while they’re driving. But 
then sometimes I don’t pray about my relationship to sin as much as I should. 

In this single request about temptation, Jesus brings us back to the reason he came to 
earth—to deal with sin. He didn’t come to give us a good job or a problem-free life or 
lots of things. 

He came to save us. And really, that ought to be center-stage in our prayers. 

So this week, as you pray, talk to God about sin. Ask him to give you the courage to re-
sist the devil’s tricks. Ask for the Spirit to give you the wisdom to discern the evil around 
you and desire to avoid it. 

Here’s an interesting analogy: Remember when Jesus was tempted in the wilderness 
after he’d fasted 40 days? At the beginning of that story, it says that “Jesus was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil” (Matthew 4:1). 

The neat thing is, God led Jesus into temptation so he could lead you and me out of it. 
The question here isn’t if God is going to tempt you or if he will lead you into temptation 
(he won’t). The question is, Will we depend on him for that deliverance? 

—Chuck 



Family News & Events 
 
We’re looking forward to resuming our 
monthly Faith in Action service projects 
in August. Beginning in 2018, we started 
looking for specific opportunities to bless 
our community, and God opened many 
doors for us to let his love and light be 
seen in us. Because of Covid, of course, 
we paused these activities early in 2020, 
but we’re excited that we can finally get 
back to planning these monthly opportu-
nities for God’s salt and light in us to be 
experienced by our communities. We 
appreciate Denia Petruzella for planning 
one for August, so please read her mes-
sage below for ways in which you can 
participate in this great opportunity. 
On Sunday evening, August 1, we will 
be assembling 100 gift bags for mothers 
coming out of drug rehab or incarcera-
tion, who have completed a parenting 
class. These bags are a reward for their 
hard work in the class. Most of them 
have lost everything and are in need of 
encouragement as they prepare to enter 
regular life. We have worked with this 
organization two previous times—once 
preparing bags for underserved children 
in the community and another occasion 
preparing bags similar to this project for 
moms who were incarcerated. It is such 
a blessing for us to be able to help them 
with small luxuries that we often take for 
granted.  
There are several ways to help:  
A Signup Genius has been created which 
will allow members to sign up for a spe-
cific amount of needed items and pur-
chase them. We will also need members 
to assemble the bags that Sunday even-
ing. In addition to the requested items, 
we will also be handwriting 100 notes of 
encouragement—so we will need volun-
teers to write the notes that evening as 
well. We will stuff the notes of encour-
agement, a brochure about the Hoover 
Church of Christ, and an edition of the 
House To House publication into each 
bag.   
Here is the Signup Genius link:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4CA5A72EA46-faith 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in July for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Steven Kitchens 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Bill Rayburn 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Jerry Culbertson 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Tom McQuillan 
 
Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams 
Alternate: Will Spurlin 
 
Video: Clint Richey 
 
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for July 18-24 
 

Sunday, July 18: Hosea 12-14;  
Psalm 95 
 
Monday, July 19: 1 Corinthians 1-2; 
Psalm 96 
 
Tuesday, July 20: 1 Corinthians 3-5; 
Psalm 97 
 
Wednesday, July 21: 1 Corinthians 6-
8; Psalm 98 
 
Thursday, July 22: Reflection 
 
Friday, July 23: 1 Corinthians 9-11; 
Psalm 99 
 
Saturday, July 24: 1 Corinthians 12-
14; Psalm 100 
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Youth 
 
Anyone who plans to attend the 7th 
session at Backwoods Christian Camp, 
July 25-30, must fill out the online pre-
registration; click on the link below.  
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/camp/
Counselors are needed at BCC, so if 
you’re able to help, please let Darrell 
Powell know.  

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
Matthew & Jessica Cicero   July 20 
Norman & Grace Rutland   July 20 
Marcus & Brooke Harris    July 22 
Clint & Abbie Richey    July 22 
Reggie & Felicia Arnold    July 23 
Bart & Beth Burleson    July 23 

 
Happy Birthday  

 
Brent Reaves     July 20 
Maebry McKeown    July 22 
Paul Williams III     July 23 
Ashley Williams     July 24 
Hayden Richey     July 24 
Kay Lyles      July 24 
 

Carelines 
 

Elizabeth Chase, sister of one of the 
doctors (Laura Parks) who works in Joel 
Abbott’s practice, has had a slight im-
provement in her condition in the last 
24 hours, but she has compromised 
heart and liver function. 
 
We extend our sympathy to Eddie San-
key and his family upon the death of his 
aunt, Annie Lois Jones. She passed 
away Thursday morning.  
 
Mary Still, Doris Sankey’s mom, is with 
hospice, and they are keeping her com-
fortable.  
 
Alfonso Johnson has been put on a 
heart monitor—please pray for his 
health to be renewed. 
 
Charlene Thomas is having some health 
issues; please pray that she will find a 
doctor who can help her and for her 
healing. 

 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4CA5A72EA46-faith
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4CA5A72EA46-faith
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/camp/


Said I Wasn’t Gonna Tell Anybody 
(But I Couldn’t Keep It To Myself) 

 
When you know something, do you want 
everyone else to know that you know? 
Perhaps you think, “Well, everyone else is 
going to find out anyway, so I might as 
well be the one to tell them.” Yes, it’s true 
that most news is going to spread like fire 
in a hay field on a windy day, but that is 
only because there are so many people 
out there who don’t care about others. 
“Where there is no wood, the fire goes 
out; and where there is no talebearer, 
strife ceases” (Proverbs 26:20). So, are you 
a fire-feeder, or a fire-stopper? 
Sometimes people gossip with “good” in-
tentions. They spread information to 
“warn” others. They tell tales about others 
to get advice on what to do about the situ-
ation. Some spread rumors they have 
heard because they are “concerned” 
about another person. But, all too often 
these are just excuses to justify the action 
of gossip. 
What damage can gossip do? It separates 
friends. “He who covers a transgression 
seeks love, but he who repeats a matter 
separates friends” (Proverbs 17:9). Gossip 
destroys others’ trust in us. All of us know 
people to whom we can tell things . . . if  
we want everyone within five counties to 
hear about it. “A talebearer reveals se-
crets, but he who is of a faithful spirit con-
ceals a matter” (Proverbs 11:13). No one 
trusts one who is known to gossip. What 
kind of friend are you? 
How can we stop gossip, or gossiping? 
First, “whoever guards his mouth and 
tongue keeps his soul from trou-
bles” (Proverbs 21:23). We can also refuse 
to listen to this wicked talk, because listen-
ing is wicked too. “An evildoer listens to 
wicked lips, and a liar gives ear to a mis-
chievous tongue” (Proverbs 17:4). Lastly, 
note those who gossip and avoid their 
company if they refuse to obey the Lord in 
this matter (1 Thessalonians 3:11,14). 
Before you say anything about anyone, ask 
yourself, “Have I spoken with this person 
about this rumor,” and, “What are my mo-
tives in telling it?” We can do much good 
by the things we say, but we can also do 
damage that can be irreparable. How will 
you use your words? 

—Darrell Powell 

Attendance and Offering 
July 11, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 126 
AM Worship: 215 
PM Worship:  
Wednesday: 131 
 
Contribution: 13,250.69 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,186.95 
Contribution to Date: $425,234.54  

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 
“But if from there you seek the LORD 

your God, you will find Him if you seek 
Him with all your heart and with all 

your soul.” 
—Deuteronomy 4:29 
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(Carelines Cont.) 
 
Jim Scott, Tom & Giana Kidwell’s daugh-
ter-in-law’s father, had surgery on 
Thursday. Please pray that his recovery 
will go well for him. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is feeling some 
better; please continue to pray for her 
health. 
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, is 
still receiving infusions for his foot--
please continue to pray for his healing. 
 
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ 
son, has COVID-19 and pneumonia, but 
he is improving.  
 
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, 
has been diagnosed with prostate can-
cer. Please pray for his healing. 
 
Tiffany Stack, Sylvia Huffman’s grand-
daughter, is having some health issues 
with her pregnancy. Please pray for her 
and her baby. 
 
John McGee, Sam and Melody 
Warbington’s neighbor, has stage 4 can-
cer, and the prognosis is not good. 
Please continue to pray for him and his 
wife, Terry. 
 
Harry Green, Bill Rayburn’s friend, is 
being treated for lymphoma. Please 
pray for his healing. 
 
Pam Reece, Jim Reece’s sister-in-law, 
has begun her chemo treatments and is 
also being treated for Parkinson’s. 
Please continue to pray for her health.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Dale & Joyce 
Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Brenda 
Warren, Dick Smith, Gail Powell, Sarah 
Washington, and Hosea Dallas. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Marc Hudson (Jim & Christy Reece’s 
neighbor), Dave Horre and Bruce Horre 
(Jim & Christy Reece’s friends), Shirley 
Rayburn (Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law), 
Jenny Tucker (Giana Kidwell’s niece), 
and Courtney Carlisto (former member 
of Hoover).  
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Place  

Postage  

The end is near 
(1 Peter 4:7-11) 

 
 
Be _____________________ and  _____________________. 
 
 
 
_______________one another. 
 
 
 
Show ____________________. 
 
 
 
Use your _______________ to serve one another. 
 
 
 
Ultimate goal: ______________________________________ 
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