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July 4, 2021 

 

Daily bread 
I don’t know what hunger is, not really. For me, hunger is a feeling I get about half-
way between lunch and dinner—in other words, not real hunger. You can probably 
relate. “I’m starving!” is an exaggeration we use when we’ve gone maybe an hour 
longer than we want to without eating. 

For Jesus’ world, food typically wasn’t as accessible as a walk to the vending ma-
chine or a short drive to a grocery store. It wasn’t as certain for them as it seems to 
be for us. 

That’s why his model prayer included this phrase (one we don’t often use): “Give us 
this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11). 

The correct translation is probably, “Give us this day our bread for tomorrow,” but 
regardless, it says something we need to hear. . . . 

God is the one who gives. We tend to think that we earn what we get. I work hard, 
so I deserve this house, that money, this food. Not so, says Jesus. The food on our 
tables and the clothes on our backs come directly from God’s hand. When we forget 
that (and stop praying about it), we develop an entitlement attitude that produces 
ingratitude. 

We don’t need to let thoughts of the future consume us. Whether he said “daily 
bread” or “bread for tomorrow,” he’s talking about the immediate future. God, 
please provide enough food for us for the next twenty-four hours. I find myself pray-
ing about things way off in the future, but I think Jesus is urging us to be more pre-
sent-focused in our prayers. What do you need today? How many of our problems 
are things that may or may not happen for weeks, months, or years? There’s nothing 
wrong with talking to God about something six months in the future, but we ought 
to focus on today. After all, God will be there tomorrow when you get there. 

We should pray for the food we need, not the fortune we want. Have you heard of 
the prosperity gospel? It’s attracting millions of adherents by promising them mate-
rial blessings in the name of Jesus Christ. Have more faith, pray a little harder, and 
especially, give more money, and God will make you healthy, wealthy, and wise. 
Name it and claim it, we’re told. Problem is, the Bible I read doesn’t teach that, not 
by a long shot. God cares about your happiness, but he’s more interested in your 
holiness. And I know he’s not particularly interested in providing all of his children 
with late model luxury cars. Pray for what you need, not what you want—and some-
times in the affluent West, we have a hard time knowing the difference. 

To be honest, it’s been awhile since I really asked God to provide me food for the 
day. I suppose it’s because I just assume it’s going to be there because it always has 
been. 

If you’re like me, Jesus gives us a needed corrective. Take this seven-word request, 
and use it to guide your petition to your Father this week. —Chuck 



Today 
 

Worship services for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments will meet today at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover at 
3:30pm. 
 
Come to our cook-out at the church 
building at 5:00pm today! 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 
The office will be closed tomorrow, July 
5, to observe Independence Day. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
July 25, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item for this month is Apple Juice. 

 
 

American Red Cross and  
Hoover Church of Christ 

 
Thanks to everyone who helped or do-
nated at our 6th successful blood drive 
with the American Red Cross. We  col-
lected 32 much-needed units and had 
several first time donors! 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Joe & Sue Ann Myers      July 5 
Mark & Jennifer Lackey      July 6 
Kenneth & Amy Johnsey     July 7 
Eddie & Doris Sankey      July 8 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
Chuck Webster        July 6 
Ian Hillary        July 6 
Dakotah Weeks       July 8 
Mattie Grace Graham      July 9 
Liz Weymouth       July 9 
Kendyll Covington      July 9 
Betsey Williams       July 9 
 
 
“Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the 
Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in 
your hearts.” 

—Colossians 3:16 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in July for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Drew Spivey 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Torrey Clark 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Reggie Arnold 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Chad Blackmon 
 
Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams 
Alternate: Will Spurlin 
 
Video: Clint Richey 
 
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for July 3-10 
 

Sunday, July 4: 1 Chronicles 1-4; 
Ecclesiastes 9 
 
Monday, July 5: 1 Chronicles 5-8;  
Ecclesiastes 10 
 
Tuesday, July 6: 1 Chronicles 9-11;  
Ecclesiastes 11 
 
Wednesday, July 7: 1 Chronicles 12-14;  
Ecclesiastes 12 
 
Thursday, July 8: Reflection 
 
Friday, July 9: 1 Chronicles 15-17; 
Song of Solomon 1 
 
Saturday, July 10: 1 Chronicles 18-20; 
Song of Solomon 2 
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Youth 
 
VBS, Kindergarten-6th Grades (Fall 
2021): Go For The Gold With God! 
Thursday-Friday, July 15-16 (6:00-
8:00pm), Dinner will be served; Satur-
day, July 17, from 10:00am-12:30pm, 
Celebration will follow. Click the links 
below to register and to volunteer: 
Register: 
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/vbs/;  
Volunteer: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040B4BACA928A31-20211 

 
 

Carelines 
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, had 
surgery on his foot on Thursday morn-
ing, and it went very well. Please pray 
for a complete recovery. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is feeling some better; 
she meets with her doctor next week 
for an evaluation.  
 
Tamil Hillary had surgery on her hand 
on Friday, June 25; please pray that her 
recovery and healing will go well. 
 
Alfonso Johnson has been put on a 
heart monitor—please pray for his 
health to be renewed. 
 
Dale Baker is recovering from triple by-
pass surgery. Joyce Baker needs our 
prayers too as she continues to have 
problems with her breathing.  
 
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, has 
been diagnosed with prostate cancer. 
Please pray for his healing. 
 
Tiffany Stack, Sylvia Huffman’s grand-
daughter, is having some health issues 
with her pregnancy. Please pray for her 
and her baby. 
 
Hunter Smith, a friend of Corey James 
Covington, lost his dad a couple of 
weeks ago. Please pray for him and his 
family. 
 
Ricky Hamm, Steve Cotney’s nephew, is 
doing really well and is hoping to go 
home soon. He will not need a lung 
transplant. 

https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/vbs/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BACA928A31-20211
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BACA928A31-20211


An Atheist’s View On Life 
 

I will live my life according to these  
beliefs 

God does not exist 
It is just foolish to think 

That an all-powerful God brings redemp-
tion and healing to the pain and  

suffering in the world  
is a comforting thought however  

It  
is only wishful thinking 

People can do as they please without  
eternal consequences  
I am deserving of Hell  

Because of sin  
Is a lie meant to make me a slave to 

those in power 
“The more you have, the happier you 

will be” 
Our existence has no grand meaning or 

purpose  
In a world with no God 

There is freedom to be who I want to be  
But with God  

Everything is fine  
It is ridiculous to think  

I am lost and in need of saving. 
 

A Christian’s View On Life 
(read this bottom to top) 

 
 

Did You Know? 
 

John Adams, the 2nd President of the 
United States, believed that July 2 was 
the correct date on which to celebrate 
the birth of American independence, 
and would reportedly turn down invita-
tions to appear at July 4th events in pro-
test. Adams and Thomas Jefferson, the 
3rd President of the United States, both 
died on July 4, 1826—the 50th anniver-
sary of the adoption of the Declaration 
of Independence. 
—https://www.history.com/topics 

Attendance and Offering 
June 27, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 125 
AM Worship: 212 
PM Worship: 71 
Wednesday: 81 
 
Contribution: $12,543.31 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,109.98 
Contribution to Date: $392,859.46 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 
“God is spirit, and His worshipers must 

worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
—John 4:24 
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(Carelines Cont.) 
 
John McGee, Sam and Melody 
Warbington’s neighbor, has stage 4 can-
cer and will probably have surgery and 
treatments. The prognosis is not good. 
Please continue to pray for him and his 
wife, Terry. 
 
Chris Hethcox has pancreatic cancer; 
please pray that his treatment will be 
successful.  
 
Harry Green, Bill Rayburn’s friend, is 
being treated for lymphoma. Please 
pray for his healing. 
 
Pam Reece, Jim Reece’s sister-in-law, 
has begun her chemo treatments. 
Please continue prayers for healing. She 
is also being treated for Parkinson's. 
 
Marc Hudson, Jim and Christy Reece’s 
neighbor, is to undergo treatment this 
month for his lingering back problems. 
The family appreciates Hoover’s prayers 
and ask that they continue. 
 
Dave Horre, a friend of Jim and Christy 
Reece, is undergoing treatment for his 
circulatory issues. His dad, Bruce, is re-
covering from heart surgery. Please 
continue praying.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Dale & Joyce 
Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Brenda 
Warren, Glenn Till, Jr., Doyal Newsom, 
Gale Jett, Nancy Harris, Dick Smith, Joe 
Thomas, Mollye Melton, Gail Powell, 
Sarah Washington, Sylvia Huffman, and 
Hosea Dallas. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Dennis (Doyal Newsom’s brother), Jen-
ny Tucker (Giana Kidwell’s niece), Don-
na Wimberly (Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-
law), Courtney Carlisto (former member 
of Hoover), Jessica Brown (Kaiden Ken-
nedy’s sister), Shirley Rayburn (Bill Ray-
burn’s sister-in-law), and Aaron Bell 
(former member of Hoover). 
 

“. . . pray continually . . .” 
—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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Place  

Postage  

How to change 
(Ephesians 4:17-24) 

 
Make up your ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Focus on the _______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ your mind 
 
 
 
 
 
Be  _____________________ with ______________________ 
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