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 What Jesus doesn’t like 
I don’t know of anything Jesus castigated more harshly than he did the sin of hypocrisy. You 
may remember the “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” lecture that he 
gave—his audience had no doubts about how he felt about the way they were living. He 
called them “blind guides,” “blind fools,” “whitewashed tombs,” “serpents,” and “brood of 
vipers,” among other things. 

Jesus didn’t like hypocrisy, not even a little. 

Still doesn’t. One of the worst things about it is that it happens to religious people—those 
who believe in God and who, in some sense, want to follow him. 

I’m religious, aren’t you? You go to church, right? You like to pray and read your Bible and 
do religious kinds of things. 

That’s why we of all people ought to listen closely to this, because he’s talking about bad 
places that religious folks like us can get sucked into. 

And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to 
you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you (Matthew 6:5-6). 

I like public worship, and I think it ought to be important to every Christian. But like other 
good things, Satan will do everything he can to use it to hurt us. One of his favorite tactics is 
to get us to forget the real reason we’re doing what we’re doing. 

If you’ve ever led a public prayer or preached a sermon or taught a Bible class, you know the 
temptation. I wonder what people thought about that prayer? Did it sound okay? Did it 
sound spiritual enough? Man, I hope they liked that sermon. 

Pretty soon it’s about me and not him. 

I think that’s why God likes private devotion more than public praise. It’s a lot easier to be 
real with God when it’s just me, my closet, and him. There’s no one to impress there. 

No one’s going to critique (or like) my sermon, no one’s going to be blown away by the elo-
quence (or stumbling) of my prayer, no one’s evaluating how well I’m doing whatever reli-
gious act I’m doing. 

Just me and the Lord, and he doesn’t need me to show off. 

That’s why everyone needs a closet. Yours might be the cab of your car on your way to 
work, or maybe a secluded park bench where you hide on your lunch break. 

Or maybe your closet is ridiculously hard to create because you’ve got a toddler or two who 
follow you everywhere you go. 

Here’s the thing, though: our public worship is probably not going to go much higher than 
our private devotion, which I think is what the Lord’s getting at here. 

When there’s no intimacy between us and the Lord on Saturday, the public stuff on Sunday 
might slide over into something we don’t want it to be—something like going through the 
motions just to put on appearances. 

And Jesus, as we noted, doesn’t want that at all. —Chuck 



Today 
 

Worship services for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments will meet today at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover at 
3:30pm. 
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, ei-
ther at home or with other members. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

Parents of 3rd-5th-grade children: There 
will be a Devotional and Dinner in the 
Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, May 26, 
from 5:30-6:45pm. Please contact Kyle 
Wadley if you have any questions. 
 
Plans for Sunday nights: The elders an-
nounced that they would like your feed-
back regarding how we might use Sun-
day nights as we plan for the future. If 
you have ideas concerning the kind of 
gathering that would benefit your fami-
ly, as well as our congregation and com-
munity, please share them with the el-
ders or ministers. We want to organize 
our activities in ways that honor God, 
encourage spiritual growth in our mem-
bership, and bless our community, and 
we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
May 30, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item for the month of May is  
Apple Juice. 
 
Our next blood drive with the Ameri-
can Red Cross will be on Sunday, June 
27, from 7:30am to noon. Schedule 
Your Donation through your blood do-
nor app or go to https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time 
 

“I will be glad and rejoice in you; I will 
sing the praises of your name,  

O Most High.” 
—Psalm 9:2 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in May for Needs:  
Carl Logan 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Shawn Troughton 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Jonathan Weimer 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Clint Richey 
  
Announcements: Harold Rhodes 
  
Closing Prayer: Matthew Cicero 
 
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor;  
Alternate: Chad Blackmon 
  
Video: Caleb Henry 
 
Security: Jim Petruzella;  
Alternate: Mike Clelland 
 

 
Bible Reading for May 23-29 
    

Sunday, May 23: Philippians 1-4;  
Proverbs 29:15-27 
 
Monday, May 24: 2 Samuel 1-3;  
Proverbs 30 
 
Tuesday, May 25: 2 Samuel 4-7;  
Proverbs 31 
 
Wednesday, May 26: 2 Samuel 8-10; 
Psalm 72 
 
Thursday, May 27: Reflection 
 
Friday, May 28: 2 Samuel 11-13;  
Psalm 73 
 
Saturday, May 29: 2 Samuel 14-17; 
Psalm 74 
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Youth 
 
Wednesday, May 26: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible class. 
 
 
Hebrews 13:16: “And do not forget to 
do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased.”  
The Good News: One of the ways you 
can demonstrate your love for the Lord 
is to be compassionate and caring to-
wards those you encounter here on 
Earth. Even small gestures can mean a 
great deal. 
—Jamie Ballard, Woman’s Day 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Henry & Cindy Burnett  May 25 
Jeff & Mollye Melton  May 25 
Jon & Jenilee Hunt  May 27 
Nolan & Ashley Williams May 27 
Clark & Pam Sharit  May 29 
Paul & Betsey Williams, III May 29 

 

Happy Birthday 
  

Jim Reece    May 23 
Mac Richey    May 24 
Hudson Goff   May 26 
Dennis Williams   May 27 
April Best Mauldin   May 27 
Gracie Gaither   May 28 
Kennedy Hicks   May 28 
 
 

“Growing old is mandatory;  
growing up is optional.” 

—Chili Davis 
 

“Years wrinkle the skin, but to give up 
enthusiasm wrinkles the soul.” 

—Douglas MacArthur 
 

“A diplomat is a man who always  
remembers a woman’s birthday  
but never remembers her age.” 

—Robert Frost 
 

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
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  Carelines 
 

Brenda Warren will be having knee re-
placement surgery on  Wednesday, May 
26.  
 
Jeanne Anderson is scheduled to have 
surgery at UAB on Friday, June 4. 
 
Ricky Hamm, Steve Cotney’s nephew, is 
still at UAB and is waiting for a lung 
transplant. 
 
Gale Jett is recovering from surgery for a 
broken wrist and a broken arm. 
 
Jenny Tucker, Giana Kidwell’s niece, 
suffers from vascular compression syn-
drome and will be having surgery soon. 
 
Bill Powell requests prayers for his 
daughter, Rilla, and her family, who 
were in a serious accident. She and her 
husband, Tim, are awaiting surgery, and 
her daughter, Sara, is in a back brace. 
 
Carrol Smith, Lajuana Logan’s brother, is 
recovering from cardiac ablation. 
 
Donna Wimberly, Lajuana Logan’s sister-
in-law, is in the hospital and is suffering 
with multiple medical issues. 
 
Christa Smith, Sondra Moss’s mother, is 
taking blood thinner for blood clots in 
her legs. 
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, is 
being treated for diabetic foot ulcers. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Nancy 
Harris, Dick Smith, Joe Thomas, Mollye 
Melton, Celeste Till, Gail Powell, Sarah 
Washington, Sylvia Huffman, and Hosea 
Dallas. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Linda and Marlon Crow (Marla Trough-
ton’s parents), Jessica Brown (Kaiden 
Kennedy’s sister, Shirley Rayburn (Bill 
Rayburn’s sister-in-law), Courtney Carlis-
to (former member of Hoover), Dennis 
(Doyal Newsom’s brother), and Aaron 
Bell (former member of Hoover). 
 

“Come to me, all who are weary . . .”  
—Matthew 11:28 

Attendance and Offering 
May 16, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 137 
Worship, 10:00am: 221 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 127  
 
Contribution: $16,538.52 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,499.23 
Contribution to Date: $309,984.66 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 
Psalm 119:19: “I am a sojourner on the 
earth; hide not your commandments 
from me!” 
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A Wall and God’s Promise 
 
The Old Testament can be challenging to 
understand and apply, but knowing the 
backstory makes the story of Jesus even 
more amazing. Nehemiah gives us a glimpse 
into what it was like to try and rebuild Jeru-
salem after its destruction. It was certainly a 
tumultuous time for the Israelites and one 
fraught with intense emotions. But, when 
they recognized that rebuilding was the 
Lord’s will, they put their hands to the task 
and succeeded. 
To put things in proper context, Israel had 
become a divided nation, resulting in two 
kingdoms, Israel and Judah. Israel was even-
tually defeated by Assyria, and the Babylo-
nians defeated Judah. Most of the wealthy 
and influential people were captured and 
taken into exile. Several decades later, after 
the Persians defeated the Babylonian Em-
pire, the exiles from Judah were allowed to 
return to Jerusalem. Some decided to stay. 
Remember that God’s promises to Abraham 
included a land to possess (Genesis 15:7), so 
this point in time must have been confusing 
to his offspring. How do we handle it when 
it seems like God is letting us down? But 
here, with God’s people exposed and with-
out protection, he makes a way for them to 
rebuild the city and the wall, giving them a 
renewed hope in Him and the covenant He 
had made with them. They had a renewed 
understanding of God’s promises and what 
He had called them to do (Nehemiah 12:27-
43). 
In Revelation 21, John recounts his visions 
of the heavenly realm. He describes a very 
real place where God’s people will be with 
Him forever—a land of promise. God prom-
ised Israel that they would dwell in a land 
where He was their God, and they were His 
people. While there were immediate fulfill-
ments for them along the way, heaven is 
the ultimate fulfillment of that promise. As 
the Israelites were broken and completely 
vulnerable to dangers of all kinds, we are 
lost and hopeless outside of Christ. The re-
ality that things aren’t okay makes us long 
for the One who can make them okay. The 
rebuilding of the wall demonstrated God’s 
faithfulness to His people and His promises. 
It gave a taste of what the ultimate fulfill-
ment of His promises would be like.  
Every care and concern that we have will be 
taken care of in heaven. I want to go there 
with you. 
—Darrell 
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Place  

Postage  

Loving Life and Seeing Good Days 
(1 Peter 3:8-12) 

 
Within the church: __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Toward a hostile community: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So that: ___________________________________________  
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