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May 2, 2021 

 

 Are you impressed? 
It’s scary to admit how much we do to impress others—what John Ortberg calls 
“Impression Management.” 

We shake our heads at the pressure teenagers are under to act a certain way to be ac-
cepted—or at least not rejected or made fun of—by their peers. But I’m not sure we 
ever get past that; it just changes forms. Why do we wear what we wear? It’s not mere 
comfort and warmth . . . we choose outfits to make an impression. 

What people think of us influences what we drive, where we live (and how it’s decorat-
ed), how we talk and walk, everything. We keep it to ourselves, but we want to shape 
what people think of us: we’re smart, savvy, pretty, stylish, athletic, successful, well-
read, funny, kind, whatever. Impression management. 

It even affects what we do religiously. There’s pressure at church—pressure to talk and 
dress and act a certain way so that we fit in, so other religious people know we’re part 
of the Christian “in” crowd. It shouldn’t be there, but it is, and always has been. Jesus 
warns us about it here: 

Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 
them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven (Matthew 
6:1). 

Everybody at the front of the church building feels the pressure, of course. The preacher 
wants people to like his sermon, and the song and prayer leaders want to impress with 
their leading. But it’s happening in the pew as well. Ever found yourself wondering—just 
for a second—if anyone noticed how beautifully you were harmonizing in that last 
song? Ever hoped that people might find out how much you give to the church? (They 
might be impressed) 

Have you ever gone to a church event because you were afraid of what people would 
think if you didn’t? 

Ever picked out a dress for church and hoped that people noticed it? 

Ever cooked a meal for someone and hoped word got out? 

We probably need to hear these words from Jesus again. What we do religiously needs 
to be motivated by gratitude for what God has done for us, not to make people think 
we’re good or holy or righteous. 

It’s amazing how quickly spiritual things can become self-centered, isn’t it? In fact, reli-
gion becomes negative when it stops being about God and starts being about us. 

This would be a good prayer theme for this week: 

Lord, help me to obey you because of you. Help me to follow Jesus because of Jesus. 
Help me not to be merely religious, but to be you-centered. Create in me a heart that is 
concerned about what you think but doesn’t obsess over what others think. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 
Bible Classes: There will only be one 
adult class since several of our mem-
bers are attending the Family Retreat. 
We will meet in the auditorium.  
We will also have children’s classes.  
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, ei-
ther at home or with other members. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

Our Ladies’ Bible Class meets on Tues-
days from 11:30am-12:30pm.  
Babysitting is provided at no cost to 
you.  
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
May 30, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item for the month of May is  
Apple Juice. 
 
Our next blood drive with the Ameri-
can Red Cross will be on Sunday, June 
27, from 7:30am to noon. Schedule 
Your Donation through your blood do-
nor app or go to https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Bill & Brenda Rayburn     May 2 
Sam & Ashley Goff     May 4 
Bill & Gail Powell     May 5 
Jonathan & Suzanna Weimer    May 6 
 

Happy Birthday 
  
Nigel Weymouth     May 2 
Christy Reece      May 2 
Clarke Elise Henry     May 3 
Hartley Bedgood     May 3 
Torrey Clark      May 3 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in May for Needs:  
Carl Logan 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Nolan Williams 
 
Singing: Mark Lackey 
 
Opening Prayer: Sid Aultman 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Torrey Clark 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Wes Blankenship 
 
Audio/Cameras:  David Naylor 
Alternate: Chad Blackmon 
 
Video: Caleb Henry 
 
Security:  Jim Petruzella 
Alternate: Mike Clelland 
 

 
Bible Reading for May 2-8 

 
Sunday, May 2: Romans 4-5;  
Proverbs 20:16-30 
 
Monday, May 3: Romans 6-8; 
Proverbs 21: 1-16 
 
Tuesday, May 4: Romans 9-11; 
Proverbs 21:17-31 
 
Wednesday, May 5: Romans 12-13; 
Proverbs 22:1-16 
 
Thursday, May 6: Reflection 
 
Friday, May 7: Romans 14-16;  
Proverbs 22:17-29 
 
Saturday, May 8: Ruth 1-4; 
Proverbs 23:1-18 
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Youth 
 
Wednesday, May 5: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible class. 
 
Saturday, May 8: Outdoor fun day and 
bus washing. 
 
Wednesday, May 12: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible class. 
 
Sunday, May 16: Area-wide devotional. 
 
Friday, May 21: Fun Friday escape 
room. 
 
Wednesday, May 26: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible class. 

 
 

Don’t Give Up, Your Dreams Will 
Come To Pass 

 
God has a good work for your life. His 
purpose for your life is good. But it’s 
easy to let yourself get discouraged 
when you don’t see it all coming to 
pass.  
There’s power in learning to be patient 
in the process. God always comes 
through. The dreams and things you’ve 
seen in your heart will come to pass. 
God hasn’t forgotten about you, and He 
hasn’t given up on you. However, some-
times the dreams in our hearts take 
longer than we’d like to come to pass.  
Today’s Truth: Don’t Give Up—Your 
Dreams Will Come To Pass.  
Part of trusting God is believing that no 
matter what you see, God is faithful. He 
will come through for you. He will bring 
those dreams to pass. So no matter 
what you see, no matter how long it 
takes, determine to trust God. His plans 
for you are good, and they will come to 
pass. Don’t get discouraged or give up 
on them. They will happen! 
—Studentdevos.com 
 
“. . . being confident of this, that he who  
began a good work in you will carry it on 

to completion until the day of  
Christ Jesus.”  

—Philippians 1:6 (NIV) 

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time


  Carelines 
 

David Bedgood, Kyle Bedgood’s dad, had 
surgery for a heart attack at Grandview Med-
ical Center. The surgery went well; please 
pray for his recovery. 
 
Courtney Carlisto, a former member of Hoo-
ver, has cancer for the second time. She is 
undergoing chemotherapy again. Please pray 
for a successful outcome, and pray for her 
husband and their six children as well. 
 
Christa Smith, Sondra Moss’ mother and 
Jamie Starns’ grandmother, has developed 
blood clots in her legs. She will start blood 
thinners and will be monitored at home 
since she is with Hospice.  
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, has dia-
betic foot ulcers. Please pray for his healing 
without complications or infection. 
 
Marla Troughton is requesting prayers for 
her parents, Marlon and Linda Crow, as they 
make their move to Birmingham after her 
mom is discharged from the hospital this 
weekend. Please pray for Linda’s continued 
recovery and also for a smooth transition as 
they leave their home and friends to make a 
new life here. 
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law, 
will begin chemo treatments next week. 
Please pray that she will be able to tolerate 
these treatments and that she will be cured. 
 
Please continue to pray for Ricky Hamm, 
Steve Cotney’s nephew. He has been at UAB 
for quite some time and needs a lung trans-
plant. The family will be meeting with his 
doctor to discuss his options. 
 
Sharon Phillips, Wendy Wadley’s sister, is 
battling cancer. Please keep her in your pray-
ers.  
 
Jessica Brown, the sister of Kaiden Kennedy, 
has stage 4 cancer. Kaiden is a student at 
UAB who has been attending Hoover.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Mollye Mel-
ton, Charlene Thomas, Hosea Dallas, Dick 
Smith, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, Sarah Wash-
ington, Gail Powell, and Sylvia Huffman.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Aaron 
Bell (former member of Hoover), Dennis 
(Doyal Newsom’s brother), Eugene Horstead 
(Jeff Melton’s cousin), and Cecil Haywood 
(Jeff Melton’s brother-in-law).     

Attendance and Offering 
April 25, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 147 
Worship, 10:00am: 220 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 119  
 
Contribution: $14,554.01 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,545.90 
Contribution to Date: $264,280.26 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 
“Share with the Lord’s people who are 

in need. Practice hospitality.” 
—Romans 12:13 (NIV) 
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Teri’s Find 
 
Teri Horton stopped in Dot’s Thrift Shop to 
browse around. During her junket, she 
stumbled across a bright abstract painting 
and decided that it might make a good gag 
gift for a disheartened friend. Teri shelled 
out $5.00 for the 66-inch by 48-inch canvas 
and then lugged it home. 
Teri’s friend, Theresa, got a big laugh out of 
the hideous present, but turned it down 
because it barely fit through her front door. 
Teri took it home again, but after a year 
decided it was taking up too much space, 
and so she offered it to yet another friend 
who was an art professor. The work turned 
out to be an authentic Jackson Pollock 
worth millions!  
Pollock (1912-1957) was a leader in the 
American expressionist movement of the 
1940s. He employed large canvases and 
“painted” by pouring liquid pigment out of 
a can and dripping color with a brush. No 
one knows for sure how the masterpiece 
ended up at the thrift store. Some think it 
may have been purchased at an estate sale 
in Southern California; others believe it may 
have simply been given away to Pollock’s 
brother following his untimely death. In 
either case, “Untitled 1948” found its way 
to the little store near San Bernardino 
where it sat for years until Teri Horton hap-
pened along.  
Imagine. A multi-million dollar design sold 
for only five bucks. The store owner had no 
idea what she possessed.  
Maybe you have never thought about it 
before, but like Teri Horton, you have an 
incredible treasure in your home. It may be 
bound in genuine calf skin, printed on thin 
rice paper, and written in black Indian ink. It 
is the holy (Jeremiah 23:9), inspired (2 Tim-
othy 3:16-17), and perfect (Psalm 19:7) 
Word of the Lord (Psalm 33:4). Splashed 
across its pages are the thoughts of the 
greatest author in the universe.  
 

How precious is the Book divine,  
by inspiration giv’n! 

Bright as a lamp its precepts shine, 
to guide my soul to heav’n. 

Holy Book divine! 
Precious treasure mine! 

Lamp to my feet and a light to my way 
to guide me safely home. 
—Poem by John Fawcett 

 
Have you read it? —Mike Benson 
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Place  

Postage  

God in the furnace 
(Daniel 3) 

 
“fall down and worship”: The pressure of ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“But if not”: True ___________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
  
“the fourth is like a son of the gods”: God’s presence in your 
_________________________________________________  
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Hoover, AL 35216 


