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 I swear 
My friends and I had all sorts of silly conversations when we were kids. Like boys do, we’d hold 
“Dare” contests to prove who was the bravest or toughest (or, in truth, who had the least 
sense). 

“I dare you to climb that tree.” 

“Whatcha gonna give me?” 

“If you climb it all the way to that top skinny branch, I’ll give you my new baseball.” 

And then there was usually something like this tacked onto the end: 

“You promise?” 

“Sure.” 

“Say it.” 

“Okay, I promise I’ll give you my new baseball.” 

“Say it while I can see your fingers” (to make sure they weren’t crossed). 

“Okay,” (fingers showing), “I promise I’ll give you my new baseball if you climb all the way to the 
skinny branch at the top.” 

Everything having been properly verbalized and certified, the dared one would begin shimmying 
up the tree. In our way of thinking, the owner of the new baseball had made a valid oath. Any-
body who violated a promise made with no fingers crossed was considered untrustworthy. 

We didn’t know it at the time, but we were little Pharisees. Our categories of oaths based on 
words said, hearts crossed, fingers uncrossed, stacks of Bibles, mothers’ graves, and so on, were 
only slightly less mature than the system Jesus responded to here: 

Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not swear falsely, but shall per-
form to the Lord what you have sworn.” But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is 
the city of the great King. And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. Let what you say be simply “Yes” or “No”; anything more than this comes from 
evil (Matthew 5:33-37). 

Judaism had an elaborate hierarchy of laws that made oaths more or less binding. Swearing by 
heaven or earth, for example, was less binding than swearing by God. 

Jesus had no patience for the whole system, because integrity was at stake. A believer’s obliga-
tion to keep his word ought not be based on how carefully he worded his promise—leaving him-
self a loophole or two in case it became difficult for him to follow through. 

Like he always did, Jesus went right to the crux: Just be honest. Keep your word. Say “yes” or 
“no” and mean it. 

There’s a lesson here for tree-climbing little boys and hand-shaking adults. It’s true in the big 
things, of course—signing contracts and closing business deals—but it also applies to the little 
stuff. When we tell a child that we’re coming to his game at 5:00, we ought to do everything we 
can to get there. If we tell a two-year-old that a certain behavior receives specific consequences, 
those consequences ought to follow. Kids shouldn’t wonder if their parents will do what they 
say. 

When this principle guides our lives, we’ll get a reputation at home or work or wherever: “If she 
says she’ll do it, she’ll do it,” people will say. “I know one thing—he’ll always tell you the truth.” 

Yes or no on the lips of a Christian means always exactly that, fingers crossed or not.    —Chuck 



Today 
 
Bible classes for adults meet in the fol-
lowing rooms: Library, Team 1: Jason 
McKeown, Torrey Clark, Ben Vick, Don-
nie Winningham; Downstairs, Team 2: 
Steve Cotney, Bill Rayburn, Eddie San-
key, Harold Rhodes; Auditorium, Team 
3: Merv Prince, Wade Warren, Chuck 
Webster, Jeff Melton. 
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, ei-
ther at home or with other members. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

Congratulations to Torrey, Alexandra, 
Mary Layson, and Easton. They wel-
comed their new son and brother, Kyle 
Davis Clark, on Wednesday, March 17. 
He weighs 9 lbs. 2 oz. and is 21.750 in. 
long. Mom and baby are doing well. 
 
Our Easter Egg Hunt for our children 
will be on Sunday, March 28, from  
1:30-3:00pm. Members, please donate 
plastic eggs filled with candy (younger 
children will need soft candy) and place 
them in the front lobby. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
March 28, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
canned fruit. 
 
The Ladies’ Bible Class meets on Tues-
days from 11:30am-12:30pm. If you are 
unable to come to the class, you can 
view this and participate with the ladies 
on Zoom—just click on the following 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81250009931?
pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT
255Zz09. If you have any questions, 
please contact Denia Petruzella or Leah 
Covington. Babysitting is provided at no 
cost to you. 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in March for Needs: 
Jimmy Lyles  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Nolan Williams  
Singing: Kyle Wadley  
Opening Prayer: Bill Rayburn  
Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion: Corey Covington, Sr.  
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles  
Closing Prayer: Jonathan Weimer  
Audio/Cameras: Clint Richey  
Alternate: Grant Dalton  
Video: David Naylor  
Security: Stephen King  
Alternate: George Faison 
 

 
 

Bible Reading for  
March 21-27 

    
Sunday, March 21: Deuteronomy 5-7; 
Psalm 41  
Monday, March 22: Deuteronomy 8-
10; Psalm 42  
Tuesday, March 23: Deuteronomy 11-
13; Psalm 43  
Wednesday, March 24: Deuteronomy 
14-16; Psalm 44  
Thursday, March 25: Reflection  
Friday, March 26: Deuteronomy 17-19; 
Psalm 45  
Saturday, March 27: Deuteronomy 20-
22; Psalm 46 
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Youth 
 
Today: Area-wide Devotional at the 
Ashville Road Church of Christ. 
 
Sunday, March 28: Easter Egg Hunt. 

 
 

Be Silent When Listening to Advice 
 
“Listen to advice and accept instruction, 
that you may gain wisdom in the future. 
Many are the plans in the mind of a 
man, but it is the purpose of the Lord 
that will stand.” 
—Proverbs 19:20-21 

 
 

Don’t change  
so people will like you. 

Be yourself 
and the right people 
will love the real you. 

 
 

2 Timothy 1:7: “For God gave us a spirit 
not of fear but of power and love and 
self-control.” 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Darren & Teresa Rumph           March 21 
Wes & Pam Blankenship          March 26 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Nic Weymouth            March 21 
Dale Baker            March 22 
Heather Searcy            March 22 
Beckett Dalton            March 22 
Jill Graham            March 25 
           
 
Lamentations 3:22-23: “Certainly the 
faithful love of the Lord hasn’t ended; 
certainly God’s compassion isn’t 
through! They are renewed every 
morning. Great is your faithfulness.”  
The Good News: God’s love is limitless 
and will support you through all your 
days.  
—Jackie Frere, Woman’s Day 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81250009931?pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT255Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81250009931?pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT255Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81250009931?pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT255Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81250009931?pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT255Zz09


Carelines cont. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Mollye 
Melton, Hosea Dallas, Dick Smith, Joe 
Thomas, Celeste Till, Sarah Washington, 
Gail Powell, and Sylvia Huffman.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Ricky Hamm (Steve Cotney’s nephew), 
Aaron Bell (former member of Hoover), 
Jessica Brown (Kaiden Kennedy’s sister), 
Carol Messick (Jeanne Anderson’s sis-
ter), Mary Goodson (Alan Starns’ moth-
er), Barbara Milam (Donna Handley’s 
mother), and Christa Smith (Sondra 
Moss’ mother).    
 
 

God, Help Me To Trust In You Today 
 
We need to let God take over the day for 
us if we want everything we do to yield a 
positive result. He is the Almighty and 
He knows best, so we should let Him 
guide our steps. Jesus promised, 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat; or about 
your body, what you will wear” (Luke 
12:22).  
Even though we are in a world full of 
disappointment and frustration, Jesus 
reminds us never to worry about any-
thing. God is ready to take care of every-
thing we need, helping us to survive in 
the most difficult situations. He will sup-
ply every one of our needs, as Paul 
promised: “And my God will meet all 
your needs according to the riches of his 
glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).  
We should also remember that eternal 
life is worth more than all material 
things, so we should seek God’s kingdom 
first.  
In whatever we do today, we should lay 
aside our worries and seek God. Then 
we will see that everything that we truly 
need will come to us, because “He who 
calls you is faithful; he will surely do 
it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24). 

Attendance and Offering 
March 14, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 120 
Worship, 10:00am: 175 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: Service Canceled 
Due to Weather Forecast  
 
Contribution: $14,045.33 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $16,191.57 
Contribution to Date: $178,107.27 

 
 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
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  Carelines 
 

Dennis, Doyal Newson’s brother, has 
been paralyzed since 2004 and has 
been admitted to the hospital for health 
issues. Please pray that the doctors can 
help him. 
 
We extend our condolences to the fam-
ily of Jill and Melanie Kelly upon the 
death of their brother-in-law, Mike Kir-
by. Cards of encouragement can be 
sent to his son, Alex Kirby, at 655 Wa-
terford Lane, Calera, AL 35040; he lives 
with Melanie. 
 
We extend our sympathy to Beverly 
Howell (former member of Hoover) 
and her family upon the death of her 
mother, Jewel Hayes.  
 
Charlene Thomas requested prayers to 
set a better example to others.  
 
Nancy Harris will be moving to Morn-
ingside of Riverchase Assisted Living 
Facility this week. She should be able to 
start having visitors on March 29 or 30, 
and her phone number is (205) 960-
5669.  
 
Sharon Phillips, Wendy Wadley’s sister, 
is battling cancer. If you would like to 
send a cheerful/thinking-of-you card, 
her address is 710 Swinging Bridge Road 
NW, Arab, AL 35016. 
 
Patsy McDaniel, Holly Church’s mom, is 
able to tolerate her treatments. Please 
pray for her healing. Cards can be 
mailed to her to the care of Holly 
Church, 1027 Grand Oaks Drive, Besse-
mer, AL 35022. 
 
Cecil Haywood, Jeff Melton’s brother-in
-law, received a heart transplant at 
UAB. Please pray that he will recover 
well. 
 
June Glisan, Bill Laughmiller’s sister, 
had a lumpectomy and should know the 
results soon. Please pray for a good out-
come.  
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-
law, has breast cancer and is not able to 
take the treatments. Please pray for her 
strength and courage. 
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Place  

Postage  

Exiled, Yet Showing God to the World 
(1 Peter 2:9-12) 

 

A ________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

A ________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

A ________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

A ________________________________________________ 
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