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 Taking sexual sin seriously 
Sometimes people accuse us Christians of being obsessed with sex, of talking too much 
about what people should and shouldn’t do with their bodies (mostly shouldn’t). “Our 
bedrooms are none of your business,” they say. “Go help the poor or feed the hungry, 
but lay off all the ‘fornication’ talk.” 

Perhaps that’s true of some Christians if they seem to think that Christianity is defined 
almost completely by not committing any of the big, bad, sex sins. 

On the other hand, a world in which “twerking” has become a verb and viewing internet 
pornography is considered normal needs to hear a clear message about sexuality. After 
all, Jesus addressed it directly, and quite frankly. What he said remains incredibly rele-
vant: 

You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is 
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 
And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that 
you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell (Matthew 5:27-
30). 

It’s possible to over-apply these verses—some believers in Christian history have gone 
to the extreme of self-mutilation. 

But I don’t think over-application is our problem now. The next time I counsel a young 
man who’s taken an axe to his hand after reading these verses will be my first. 

We’re pretty good at under-applying it, though. “Well, of course Jesus didn’t mean that 
we’re supposed to cut off a hand or tear out an eye,” we say. 

And then we move to the next verse. 

And yet many Christians are consumed with pornography. Young men in Christian col-
leges. Preachers. Married people of all ages. 

Teenagers who are doing things you wouldn’t believe. Marriages ruined by adultery and 
Christian influence devastated by sexual sin. 

Of course Jesus knew all that—the Internet didn’t invent lust. And so he spoke to the 
problem in an unforgettable way: Go to drastic measures to keep sexual sin from ruining 
your life and condemning your soul. 

See a counselor. Get rid of the smartphone. Put a filter on your computer. Cancel the 
movie package on your streaming service (or throw out the TV and tablets altogether). 

Do what you’ve got to do, but don’t play around with sex. 

I’m sure there are some folks out there who are preaching too loudly about sexual sin, 
but most of us aren’t saying enough. And most of us aren’t doing enough to keep it 
from hurting our spirituality. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Bible classes for adults meet in the fol-
lowing rooms: Library, Team 1: Jason 
McKeown, Torrey Clark, Ben Vick, Don-
nie Winningham; Downstairs, Team 2: 
Steve Cotney, Bill Rayburn, Eddie San-
key, Harold Rhodes; Auditorium, Team 
3: Merv Prince, Wade Warren, Chuck 
Webster, Jeff Melton. 
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, ei-
ther at home or with other members. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

The Ladies’ Bible Class meets on Tues-
days from 11:30am-12:30pm. If you are 
unable to come to the class, you can 
view this and participate with the ladies 
on Zoom—just click on the following 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81250009931?
pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT
255Zz09. If you have any questions, 

please contact Denia Petruzella or Leah 
Covington. Babysitting is provided at no 
cost to you. 
 
Our Easter Egg Hunt for our children 
will be on Sunday, March 28, from  
1:30-3:00pm! Members, please donate 
plastic eggs filled with candy (younger 
children will need soft candy) and place 
them in the front lobby. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
March 28, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
canned fruit. 
 
 
“Transgression is at work where people 
talk too much, but anyone who holds 
his tongue is prudent” (Proverbs 10:19). 
 
 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in March for Needs: 
Jimmy Lyles  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Kyle Bedgood  
Singing: Kyle Wadley  
Opening Prayer: Steve Cotney  
Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion: Torrey Clark  
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr.  
Closing Prayer: Matt Trousdale  
Audio/Cameras: Clint Richey  
Alternate: Grant Dalton  
Video: David Naylor  
Security: Stephen King  
Alternate: George Faison 
 

 
 

Bible Reading for  
March 14-20 

    
Sunday, March 14: Numbers 28-30;  
Psalm 36  
Monday, March 15: Numbers 31-33;  
Psalm 37:1-22  
Tuesday, March 16: Numbers 34-36; 
Psalm 37:23-40  
Wednesday, March 17: Galatians 1-3; 
Psalm 38  
Thursday, March 18: Reflection  
Friday, March 19: Galatians 4-6;  
Psalm 39  
Saturday, March 20: Deuteronomy 1-4; 
Psalm 40 
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Youth 
 
Wednesday, March 17: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Sunday, March 21: Area-wide Devo-
tional at the Ashville Road Church of 
Christ. 
 
Sunday, March 28: Easter Egg Hunt! 
 
 

“Do not be afraid” 
is written in the Bible  

365 times. That’s a daily 
reminder from God to live 
every day being fearless.  

 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
We want to say thank you to our church 
family, and especially to the Hostesses 
for showering us with so much love and 
support last Sunday at our Baby Show-
er. It was a beautiful day, and we are 
overwhelmed and overjoyed by all of 
the time, love, prayers, and gifts you 
have given to us!  
Marcus and Brooke Harris 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Dennis & Nancy Williams        March 14 
Sid & Lori Aultman           March 15 
Mike & Suzanne Clelland         March 15 
Virgilio & Carmelita Caluag     March 19 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Nancy Griner            March 14 
Nya Gagakuma            March 14 
Emily Grace Hamm           March 15 
Darren Hicks            March 19 
           
 
Ecclesiastes 11:8: “Even those who live 
many years should take pleasure in 
them all.”  
The Good News: Even if you face disap-
pointments and distress along the way, 
a long life is a blessing, as every day is a 
gift from God.   
—Jackie Frere, Woman’s Day 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81250009931?pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT255Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81250009931?pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT255Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81250009931?pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT255Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81250009931?pwd=RDVGMVZkeHZVLzNKYWduNzNPT255Zz09


  Carelines 
 

Sharon Phillips, Wendy Wadley’s sister, is 
battling cancer. Please keep her in your pray-
ers. 
 
June Glisan, Bill Laughmiller’s sister, had a 
lumpectomy, and the procedure went well. 
She should know the results soon; please 
pray for a good outcome.  
 
Nancy Harris is still at the rehab facility. She 
is trying to get her strength back so that she 
will be able to walk with a walker or a cane. 
Please continue to pray for her health. 
 
Patsy McDaniel, Holly Church’s mom, is still 
able to tolerate her treatments and physical 
therapy. The family also appreciates the 
meals that the church is providing. Cards can 
be mailed to her to the care of Holly Church, 
1027 Grand Oaks Drive, Bessemer, AL 35022. 
 
Cecil Haywood, Jeff Melton’s brother-in-law, 
received a heart transplant at UAB. Please 
pray that he will recover well. 
 
Aaron Bell, a former member of Hoover, 
should have surgery to remove a tumor that 
lies between his brain and eyes soon.  
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law, 
is doing some better after being off of the 
chemotherapy. In order for her to have sur-
gery, she needs to gain more strength. 
Please continue to pray for her health. 
 
Ricky Hamm, Steve Cotney’s nephew, is still 
at UAB and has started physical therapy.  He 
is feeling much better. 
 
A church member has requested prayers for 
a Church of Christ in another state that is 
going through really difficult times right now.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Mollye Mel-
ton, Hosea Dallas, Dick Smith, Joe Thomas, 
Celeste Till, Sarah Washington, Gail Powell, 
and Sylvia Huffman.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Jessica 
Brown (Kaiden Kennedy’s sister), Carol 
Messick (Jeanne Anderson’s sister), Mary 
Goodson (Alan Starns’ mother), Barbara 
Thompson (the mother of Jim and Christy 
Reece’s neighbor), Mary Still (Doris Sankey’s 
mom), Barbara Milam (Donna Handley’s 
mother), Christa Smith (Sondra Moss’ moth-
er), and Braxton Wiedman (Anita Williams’ 
neighbor).   
 

Attendance and Offering 
March 7, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 129 
Worship, 10:00am: 187 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 118  
 
Contribution: $17,617.52 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $16,406.19 
Contribution to Date: $164,061.94 

 
 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
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He Read the Bible Four Times 
 

William McPherson had a charge of 
dynamite go off in his face. He lost his 
eyes and his hands and the feeling in 
parts of his face. He realized how much 
the Bible meant to him, and he needed 
its strength more than ever.   
He could not read it in Braille because 
of his artificial hands. He tried to place 
his lips on the dots, but they were 
numb. He found he could use his  
tongue to decipher the Moon Type sys-
tem of dashes. The metal left his lips 
and tongue bleeding and sore, but he 
prayed for God to help him continue to 
learn just one letter of the alphabet. In 
the sixty-five years that followed, he 
read the Bible through four times with 
his tongue.   
Would I study the Bible if I had to read 
it with my tongue? Would I have that 
much desire to know God’s will? Per-
haps there are better questions; would 
I study the Bible if I had to get up an 
hour earlier each day to work it into my 
busy schedule? Would I miss my favor-
ite TV program to read the Bible? Do I 
have the desire to read the Bible now 
with two good hands and two good 
eyes?  
—Anonymous 
 
 

“Blessed is he who reads.” 
—Revelation 1:3 

 
 

Take the Bible 
 

As her son left for college a mother 
gave him a Bible. On the flyleaf, she had 
penned these words, “This book will 
keep you from sin, and only sin will 
keep from this book.” 
 
 
“A thorough knowledge of the Bible is 
worth more than a college education.”  
—Theodore Roosevelt 
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Place  

Postage  

A Cornerstone Chosen and Precious 
(1 Peter 2:4-8) 

 
He is our ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He is our ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He is our ___________________________________________ 
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