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 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 
 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    616-1109 
Joe Thomas    823-0299 
Paul Williams, Jr.   408-7234 
Harold Rhodes  876-9296 
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January 24, 2021 

 

 
Thank you, Joe Thomas 

Below is the letter from Joe Thomas that our elders read Wednesday night: 

***** 

Dear Hoover Church of Christ, 

I have recently decided it is time for me to resign from the eldership. I would like 
to express my complete support of the remaining elders and of the leadership they 
are providing the congregation. 

I extend my thanks to the elders, staff, and every member for the many prayers, 
acts of kindness, and support over the years, particularly during Clara’s recent de-
cline and death. 

Clara and I came to Hoover in 1968 with our three children Frank, Bill, and Mary. 
The congregation welcomed us and put us to work. Through the years we have 
been truly blessed. I am thankful to God for blessing us and providing our every 
need. 

Yours in Christ, 

Joe Thomas 

***** 

It would be hard to overstate our gratitude for the selfless ways that Joe Thomas 
has served our congregation over the years. He has always been the epitome of 
kindness, wisdom, and steadiness, and he has blessed our church family in innu-
merable ways. 

The men who have served alongside him as elders have leaned on him for advice, 
and the ministers who have served the church during his tenure as an elder have 
looked to him for encouragement and guidance. 

The writer of Hebrews tells us, “Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you 
the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith” 
(Hebrews 13:7). Those words could not apply any more perfectly than they do to 
Joe Thomas. 

Thank you, brother Thomas, for sharing God’s word with us, for showing us what it 
looks like to follow Jesus, and for giving yourself sacrificially for the well-being of 
our congregation. You and Mrs. Clara have demonstrated the gentleness and kind-
ness of Jesus in such beautiful, touching ways. 

Thank you for your service. We pray that God will help us to imitate your faith and 
that he will continue to bless you as you serve him. 



Today 
 
The Bridal Shower for Kayla Herren, 
bride-elect to Brent Reaves, will be in 
the Fellowship Hall from 2:30-4:30pm.  
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, 
either at home or with other mem-
bers. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

The Hoover church needs men who 
can fill in for Security duty and work 
in the Audio/Visual booth. If you are 
interested in volunteering in one of 
these capacities, please speak with 
Chad Blackmon or Rick Williams.  
 
The Food Pantry will be open on Sun-
day, January 31, from 3:00-4:30pm, 
and the food item that is needed this 
month is Canned Fruit. 
 
Additional Bible Classes for adults are 
now available. We have three teach-
ing teams made up of four teachers 
each. The teaching teams will teach in 
a particular classroom for a four-
month period, and then rotate to an-
other classroom to teach the same 
material. Each classroom will get to 
hear from each teaching team over 
the course of 2021. The schedule for 
January is below:  
Library, Team 1: Jason McKeown, Tor-
rey Clark, Ben Vick, Donnie Winning-
ham. 
Downstairs, Team 2: Steve Cotney, 
Bill Rayburn, Eddie Sankey, Harold 
Rhodes. 
Auditorium, Team 3: Merv Prince, 
Wade Warren, Chuck Webster, Jeff 
Melton. 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
• Elder to Contact in January for 

Needs: Carl Logan 
 
• Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
• Scripture Reading: Walden 

Schlundt 
 
• Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
• Opening Prayer: Donnie Winning-

ham 
 
• Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
• Communion: Joel Abbott 
 
• Announcements: Harold Rhodes 
 
• Closing Prayer: Drew Spivey 
 
• Audio/Video: Marc Handley 
 

 
 

Bible Reading for January 24-30 
    

• Sunday, January 24: Mark 13-16;  
        Psalm 20 
 
• Monday, January 25: Exodus 1-4;  
        Psalm 21 
 
• Tuesday, January 26: Exodus 5-8;  
        Psalm 22:1-11 
 
• Wednesday, January 27: Exodus 9-

11; Psalm 22:12-31 
 
• Thursday, January 28: Reflection 
 
• Friday, January 29: Exodus 12-14; 

Psalm 23 
 
• Saturday, January 30: Exodus 15-

17; Proverbs 1 
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Youth 
 
Wednesday, January 27: Bring your 
own dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Friday-Sunday, February 5-7: Winter 
Retreat. 
 
Wednesday, February 10: Bring your 
own dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Wednesday, February 17: Bring your 
own dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Friday, February 19: Fun Friday. 
 
Sunday, February 21: Area-Wide Devo-
tional 
 
Wednesday, February 24: Bring your 
own dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Start planning to attend the Lads to 
Leaders Convention in Nashville at the 
Opryland Hotel on April 1-4, 2021. Reg-
istration forms are now online.  

 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
To the JEWELS’ Mentoring team and 
members,  
Just a note to say thank you to the 
young ladies that gave me some of the 
delicious Banana Bread.  
Thanks again, 
Betty Taylor 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
  

John & Karen Bowers          January 24 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Susan Pope           January 24 
Brielle Johnson           January 25 
Caroline Handley          January 26 
Tiffany Roberts           January 27 
Lana Sellers           January 29 
Celeste Till           January 30 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Rejoice al-
ways. Pray continually. Give thanks in 
every situation because this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus.” 
The Good News: Every day is a gift for 
which you should feel grateful. 



  Carelines 
 

Mary Still, Doris Sankey’s mom, is out of 
the hospital and back at the nursing home. 
She is now on two medications for pneu-
monia. Please pray for her health and com-
fort.  
 
O.G. Church, Jeff Church’s dad, is in the 
COVID unit in Maury Regional Hospital in 
Columbia, TN, and is in serious condition.  
 
Ricky Hamm, Steve Cotney’s nephew, is in 
the hospital with COVID-19 and is on a 
ventilator. He is in serious condition.  
 
We extend our sympathy to Ashton Henry 
and her family upon the passing of her 
grandfather, Harold Herndon.  
 
We extend our condolences to Brenda 
Rayburn and her family upon the death of 
her brother, Arnold Sanford.  
 
Mary Goodson, Alan Starns’ (Jamie Starns’ 
husband) mother, is in ICU with COVID-19. 
They have her on oxygen and are running 
tests. Please pray for her healing. 
 
Bob and Dianne Clelland, Mike Clelland’s 
parents, have contracted COVID-19. Please 
pray for their health. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mother, 
received good news that her cancer is al-
most gone—her brain and lungs are clear. 
She will have a scan every three months, 
and her doctor has recommended brain 
radiation for three months. Continuous 
prayers are appreciated. 
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-
law, has breast cancer and has started 
chemotherapy treatments. Please pray for 
her comfort and healing. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Doyal New-
som and her family, the McQuillan family, 
Hosea Dallas, Charlene Thomas, Dick 
Smith, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, Sarah 
Washington, Gail Powell, Sylvia Huffman, 
and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Blake 
Franklin and his family (Karisa and Walden 
Schlundt’s friend), Lynne Perkins (Lajuana 
Logan’s friend’s mother) Polly Simpson 
(Tiffany McKeown’s mom), Braxton Wied-
man (Anita Williams’ neighbor), and the 
father and stepmother of Lajuana Logan’s 
nephew and his wife, Tamara.  

Attendance and Offering 
January 17, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 133 
Worship, 10:00am: 180 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 111  
 
Contribution: $18,412.80 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $17,112.01 
Contribution to Date: $51,336.04 

 
 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Missions Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

 
 
 

 

Page 3 

God’s Gracious,  
Yet Conditional, Gifts 

 
God is the greatest giver of all time! 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning” (James 
1:17). “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).   
Apparently, there is little that our God 
would deny us, even though we often 
deny Him. However, just like any gift, 
those that come from God, though free, 
must be accepted on certain conditions. 
Here are some examples from Scripture: 

• Naaman was given a free gift of 
healing from his leprosy. No one 
would dispute the fact that he was 
healed through no merit of his own, 
yet he was only healed after dipping 
seven times in the river Jordan. 

• Noah and his family were saved 
from the destruction of the flood, 
but it was only because Noah did “all 
that God commanded him” (Genesis 
6:22). Clearly, Noah didn’t earn his 
deliverance from the flood waters, it 
was God’s gift. Yet, Noah would 
have perished with the rest of the 
world if he hadn’t obeyed God.  

In these and other instances in the Bible, 
God gave gifts to His children . . . gifts 
that were not “earned,” but free bless-
ings from God. However none of those 
would have received the gifts had they 
not met the conditions God set forth.  
Though God’s gift of eternal salvation is 
free, he expects each of us to “work out 
your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling” (Philippians 2:12). Only by sub-
mitting to God’s simple will through faith 
(Romans 10:17), repentance (Acts 17:30-
31), and baptism (1 Peter 3:21) can one 
expect to receive eternal life through 
Christ Jesus.   
Will you accept God’s gift?  

—Darrell Powell  
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Place  

Postage  

Who do you say that he is? 
(Mark 8:27-30) 

 
Mark’s central purpose: the ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It really does _____________________________________ 

. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


