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January 10, 2021 

 

 
A very present help 

 
Wednesday night, at the end of the day on which riots broke out in the US Capitol, it 
seemed fitting to spend our class time in prayer and in meditation on Psalm 46. We re-
flected on how important it is to trust in the stability and certainty of a Sovereign God, 
especially in the midst of uncertain times. 

On a purely human level, it seems to me, there’s good reason to be anxious. Resisting the 
urge to use catastrophic-type language, I think it appropriate at the very least to suggest 
that these are frightening times. I don’t remember the scandals of the early 1970s, and I 
wasn’t alive for the tumultuous 60s. Some people living now remember the fear of the 
1940s as our country sent millions of young men east and west to fight and, perhaps, die. 
No one alive remembers the horrible divisions and death of the 1860s or the systemic de-
humanizing practices that preceded that awful war. 
Regardless, right now we see anger and division in our country that, for many of us, seems 
unprecedented, and scary. Does it suggest more violence, more fracturing, more instabil-
ity to come? Or will there be progress toward national healing, along with increasing civili-
ty and unity? No one knows for sure, but right now it’s hard to be hopeful. 

From a human perspective, at least. 
But of course we don’t look at things like that, or at least we try not to. If we were putting 
our hope in political parties or judicial appointees or better laws, we would do well to 
throw up our hands in despair. The system is broken because it’s a human system—one 
organized, led, and perpetuated by broken people with ungodly agendas. This world 
works according to the flesh, which means that it’s based on power, violence, pride, and 
selfishness. It’s rotten because its core is rotten. The fruits we’ve seen recently probably 
shouldn’t surprise us. Collectively, we’re reaping what we’ve sown. 

But God calls his people to a different way. The mountains may tremble, and the waters of 
the seas might “roar and foam,” but “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble.” 

Viruses might spread, injustice may seem to prevail, riots may occur, and governments 
may waver. The world as we know it might seem to be collapsing around us. 
But God never falters. “The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” 
This moment is an important one for us for so many reasons. The world is watching us 
with curious eyes, wondering if our faith has led us to be different. What will they see? 

Let them see followers of Jesus who remain filled with hope, not because the political 
state we live in is the way we want it to be, but because we’re members of a different kind 
of kingdom—one based on humility, kindness, and love. 
Let them see people who do what God’s people have always done: wrap the towel of ser-
vice around our waists and get busy loving our neighbors. 

Let them hear words of hope, kindness, and gratitude, and let them never hear bitterness, 
anger, or hopelessness. 
What does God want to accomplish right now? I think he wants the world to see the un-
certainty of trusting in human systems—they will inevitably fail. He wants the world to see 
his upside-down kingdom in all its beauty—one that will never be destroyed. 
May God help us to display right now what the reign of Jesus looks like.      —Chuck 



Today 
 

The Hoover church needs men who 
can fill in for Security duty and work 
in the Audio/Visual booth. If you are 
interested in volunteering in one of 
these capacities, please meet in the 
front of the auditorium after the 
morning worship service. You may 
also speak with Chad Blackmon or 
Rick Williams with any questions. 
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, 
either at home or with other mem-
bers. 

 
Family News & Events 

 
We will have a Bridal Shower for Kay-
la Herren, bride-elect to Brent 
Reaves, in the Fellowship Hall on Sun-
day, January 24, from 2:30-4:00pm. 
Kayla and Brent are registered at Tar-
get and Bed Bath & Beyond.  
 
The Food Pantry will be open on Sun-
day, January 31, from 3:00-4:30pm, 
and the food item that is needed this 
month is Canned Fruit. 
 
Additional Bible Classes for adults are 
now available. We have three teach-
ing teams made up of four teachers 
each. The teaching teams will teach in 
a particular classroom for a four-
month period, and then rotate to an-
other classroom to teach the same 
material. So, each classroom will get 
to hear from each teaching team over 
the course of 2021. The schedule for 
January is below: 

Library, Team 1: Jason McKeown, 
Torrey Clark, Ben Vick, Donnie Win-
ningham 

Downstairs, Team 2: Steve Cotney, 
Bill Rayburn, Eddie Sankey, Harold 
Rhodes 

Auditorium, Team 3: Merv Prince, 
Wade Warren, Chuck Webster, Jeff 
Melton 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in January for Needs: 
Carl Logan 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 

Scripture Reading: Jonathan Weimer 

Singing: Kyle Wadley 

Opening Prayer: Norman Rutland 

Sermon: Chuck Webster 

Communion: Daniel Warren 

Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 

Closing Prayer: Matt Trousdale 

Audio/Video: Marc Handley 

 

 
 

Bible Reading for January 10-16 
 
Sunday, January 10: Genesis 24-26; 
Psalm 9 

Monday, January 11: Genesis 27-29; 
Psalm 10 

Tuesday, January 12: Genesis 30-32; 
Psalm 11 

Wednesday, January 13: Genesis 33-
36; Psalm 12 

Thursday, January 14: Reflection 

Friday, January 15: Genesis 37-39; 
Psalm 13 

Saturday, January 16: Genesis 40-42; 
Psalm 14 

 

 

Prayer for Peace with  
Difficult People 

 
Father, I am so thankful that You love 
me—rough edges and all. Please help 
me to love others in the same way. 
Amen. 
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Youth 
 
Start planning to attend the Lads to 
Leaders Convention in Nashville at the 
Opryland Hotel on April 1-4, 2021. Reg-
istration forms are now online—please 
click on the following links: Adult Regis-
tration and Hotel Reservation Request: 
(1 adult per family needs to fill this out) 
https://forms.gle/
FT7Ej8gcGqMYHpdh7; Student Regis-
tration: (this will need to be filled out 
for each child attending convention) 
https://forms.gle/
X1XMwVy63HG1WqucA 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Allen & Debee Taylor               January 15 
  

Happy Birthday 
  

Joel Abbott           January 12 
Will Spurlin           January 12 
Virgie Banks           January 13 
Jean Owens           January 13 
Betty Taylor           January 14 
Heather Spivey           January 14 
Johnny Mac Williams          January 14 
Brenda Rayburn          January 15 
Damian Hillary           January 15 
Tyler Tippins           January 16 
 
 
 
Zephaniah 3:17: “The Lord your God is 
in your midst—a warrior bringing victo-
ry. He will create calm with His love; He 
will rejoice over you with singing.” 
The Good News: God delights in your 
salvation, and He will bring endless joy 
to those who trust in His name. 
 
It’s important to take time on your 
birthday and the birthdays of those you 
love to thank the Lord for all that He 
has given you, as well as to reflect on all 
the good things to come. God provides 
innumerable blessings, and the Bible 
reminds us that His gifts never cease.  
—Jackie Frere, Woman’s Day 
 

https://forms.gle/FT7Ej8gcGqMYHpdh7
https://forms.gle/FT7Ej8gcGqMYHpdh7
https://forms.gle/X1XMwVy63HG1WqucA
https://forms.gle/X1XMwVy63HG1WqucA


  Carelines 
 

Harold Herndon, Ashton Henry’s grandfa-
ther, has COVID-19 and is not doing well. 
Please pray for his health. 
 
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Tom, 
Sherri, Andrew, Aidan, and Mia McQuillan 
upon the death of their son, brother, and 
dad, Thomas James “T.J” McQuillan, Jr. 
T.J. passed away on January 1.  
 
Arnold Sanford, Brenda Rayburn’s brother, 
is in the hospital with COVID-19, and his 
health is declining. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mother, 
will have a PET scan on Monday, January 
11. Please pray for positive results. 
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-
law, has breast cancer and will begin radia-
tion soon. 
 
Please pray for Blake Franklin and his fam-
ily, Karisa and Walden Schlundt’s friend. 
His father recently passed away and he lost 
his mother earlier in 2020. 
 
Dr. Lynn Simons, Lajuana Logan’s friend, 
passed away after suffering with cancer. 
Please remember his wife, Cindy, and fam-
ily in your prayers. 
 
Ethan and Brianna Bowers, John and Ka-
ren Bowers’ children, are both recovering 
from surgery. Please pray for their comfort 
and a speedy recovery. 
 
Marla Troughton is recovering from  
COVID-19, and her mom, Linda Crow, also 
has the virus. Please pray for Marla and 
her mom’s health. 
 
Tiffany McKeown is feeling better from the 
coronavirus, but she is now suffering with 
shingles. Also, Dolly Simpson, Tiffany’s 
mom, has pneumonia. She is at home and 
is on antibiotics. Please pray for Tiffany and 
her mother to be well soon. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Hosea Dal-
las, Charlene Thomas, Dick Smith, Joe 
Thomas, Celeste Till, Sarah Washington, 
Gail Powell, Sylvia Huffman, and Nancy 
Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Brax-
ton Wiedman (Anita Williams’ neighbor), 
and father and stepmother of Lajuana Lo-
gan’s nephew and his wife, Tamara.  
 

Attendance and Offering 
January 3, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship, 10:00am: 155 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 111 
 
Contribution:  
Weekly Budget:  
Weekly Average:  
Contribution to Date:  

 
 
 
 

Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

 
 
 

Prayer for Strength and Peace 
 

Lord, when I look upon the state of the 
world, my weakness becomes appar-
ent. I ask that through my weakness 
that I may find strength and peace in 
you, and you alone. Amen. 
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Consecration Ceremonies 
 
The idea of formally setting apart certain 
things, people, days, and times was an im-
portant part of Old Testament worship. Take a 
look at Exodus chapter 29 where we see a de-
tailed process by which priests were to be con-
secrated so that they could serve. It involved a 
special anointing oil, ceremonially laying hands 
on the animal to be sacrificed, sprinkling the 
animal’s blood, and a number of other steps. 
Similar processes were followed for conse-
crating the temple’s contents. Among the pur-
poses for these acts was to remind people that 
God is Holy. So holy that anything used in His 
service is special. 
Under the New Testament, emphasis isn’t 
placed on objects and formally consecrating 
people and times. It’s now up to each individu-
al to be set apart. “Present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God  
. . .” (Romans 12:1). “Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your 
own, for you were bought with a price. So glo-
rify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
The only reason, however, that our offering 
can ever be acceptable is that a perfect sacri-
fice has been offered in our place. “For if the 
blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of 
defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how 
much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself with-
out blemish to God, purify our conscience form 
dead works to serve the living God.” As those 
imperfect priests were made pure by the di-
vinely prescribed acts, the blood of Christ con-
secrates us. 
It’s right and good that we’re used to focusing 
on the setting apart of the WHOLE person . . . 
heart, mind, and body. But here’s an extra 
thought regarding our possessions. I’m not 
presenting this as a command from God, but as 
something I’m trying to do that might just help 
you too. What if we formally set apart for 
God’s service EVERYTHING we ever bought or 
otherwise acquired? When I buy a car, I’ll take 
a moment to pray over it and commit to God 
that I am dedicating it to His service. When I 
get my paycheck, I hold it in my hands and 
promise the Lord that He will be first in all my 
decisions regarding how I spend it.   
If I don’t feel like I can set something apart for 
God, why not? Is it something I really need? Is 
it worth my time or money? This process helps 
me to remember that my belongings are not 
my own, but have been loaned to me by God. 
Then, in those moments when I’m tempted to 
misuse my blessings, maybe that extra second 
of thought will be the difference between sin 
and virtue. —Darrell 
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Place  

Postage  

In the beginning 
(Genesis) 

 
In the beginning . . . 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
 
 
The foundation of a beautiful story . . . 

. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


