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January 3, 2021 

 

Praying for 2021 

Today is the first Sunday of a new year, and it’s hard to believe that another year has 
come and gone. For so many reasons, 2020 is one that we’re probably somewhat 
glad to see behind us. 

In the future, what will you remember about 2020? The coronavirus, certainly, along 
with the innumerable complications associated with it. 

An ugly election cycle. Masks. “Social distancing,” a phrase we didn’t know a year 
ago but that is now commonplace. “Virtual” worship. Contact tracing. Vaccine re-
search. “Essential” workers. Toilet paper shortages. 

As we look ahead, we hope and pray for a different kind of year, but now is a good 
time to reflect on what we hope for and how we ought to pray. Perhaps these re-
quests are appropriate: 

• We pray for the vaccines to be safe and effective and that they will quickly reach 
the people who most need them. 

• We pray that God will use the pandemic to teach us whatever it is that we really 
need to learn (Trust? Patience? Hope?). 

• As temporary citizens of this country, we pray that God will bring about peace, 
love, and goodwill in America, and that he will remove anger and division. 

• We pray that God will help us to encourage those whose faith has weakened as a 
result of the distancing of spiritual relationships last year. 

• We pray that God will help the church to have the kind of loving, compassionate, 
and courageous presence in our communities that he created us for. 

• We pray for those who lost loved ones in 2020, those who lost jobs and income, 
those who are suffering from depression, those who have become addicted to 
substances or to some other harmful outlet. 

• Above all, we pray that God will be glorified more in us, his people . . . That he 
will open doors for us to share his love with those who don’t know him . . .  That 
his name will be praised and that his Son will be glorified. 

Most of us have struggled some this year, and perhaps we’ve lost confidence in hu-
man institutions in certain ways. But as we begin this new year we once again put 
our future in the hands of the only One who already knows what it holds, and the 
only One who controls it. Because of that, we have tremendous hope. 

—Chuck 

 

 



Today 
 

KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, 
either at home or with other mem-
bers. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

Additional adult classes will begin to-
day. We are trying something a little 
different with teachers. We have 
three teaching teams made up of four 
teachers each. The teaching teams 
will teach in a particular classroom for 
a four-month period, and then rotate 
to another classroom to teach the 
same material. So, each classroom will 
get to hear from each teaching team 
over the course of 2021. The schedule 
for January-April is below:  
Library, Team 1: Jason McKeown, Tor-
rey Clark, Ben Vick, Donnie Winning-
ham 
Downstairs, Team 2: Steve Cotney, 
Bill Rayburn, Eddie Sankey, Harold 
Rhodes 
Auditorium, Team 3: Merv Prince, 
Wade Warren, Chuck Webster, Jeff 
Melton  
Please note that because the Library is 
particularly tight in terms of space, it 
will be first-come, first-serve, and 
masks will be required (including for 
the teachers).   
 
We will have a Bridal Shower for Kay-
la Herren, bride-elect to Brent 
Reaves, in the Fellowship Hall on Sun-
day, January 24, from 2:30-4:00pm. 
Kayla and Brent are registered at Tar-
get and Bed Bath & Beyond. If you 
have any questions about the shower 
or would like to assist with it, please 
contact Lajuana Logan, Kay Lyles, or 
Melony Webster. 

 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in January for Needs: 
Carl Logan 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Drew Spivey 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Eddie Sankey 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Torrey Clark 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Chad Blackmon 
 
Audio/Video: Marc Handley 
 
 
 

Bible Reading for January 1-9 
 
• Friday, January 1: Genesis 1-2 
 
• Saturday, January 2: Genesis 3-5 
 
• Sunday, January 3: Genesis 6-9 
 
• Monday, January 4: Genesis 10-11 
 
• Tuesday, January 5: Genesis 12-14 
 
• Wednesday, January 6: Genesis 15-

17 
 
• Thursday, January 7: Reflection 
 
• Friday, January 8: Genesis 18-20 
 
• Saturday, January 9: Genesis 21-23 
 
 
 

Three Steps to Study the Bible 
 

Step 1: Observation—What does the 
passage say? 
 
Step 2: Interpretation—What does the 
passage mean? 
 
Step 3: Application—What am I going 
to do about what the passage says and 
means? 
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Youth 
 
Start planning to attend the Lads to 
Leaders Convention in Nashville at the 
Opryland Hotel on April 1-4, 2021. Reg-
istration forms are now online—please 
click on the following links: Adult Regis-
tration and Hotel Reservation Request: 
(1 adult per family needs to fill this out) 
https://forms.gle/
FT7Ej8gcGqMYHpdh7; Student Regis-
tration: (this will need to be filled out 
for each child attending convention) 
https://forms.gle/
X1XMwVy63HG1WqucA 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Ben & Wendi Vick     December 28 
Wade & Brenda Warren     December 28 
Jason & Tiffany McKeown        January 4 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Holly Church       December 27 
Zach Warbington     December 28 
Lori Aultman       December 29 
Campbell Vick       December 29 
Henry Burnett      December 31 
Quincy Collins             January 1  
Stephen King             January 3 
Darrell Powell             January 4 
Laura Lyles             January 5 
Margaret Haley             January 6 
Alan Roberts             January 7 
Corinne Winningham            January 7 
Glenn Till, Jr.             January 8 
Giana Kidwell             January 8 
 
 
 

Ephesians 4:22-24 
 

“You were taught, with regard to your 
former way of life, to put off your old 
self, which is being corrupted by its de-
ceitful desires; to be made new in the 
attitude of your minds; and to put on 
the new self, created to be like God in 
true righteousness and holiness.” 
 
 

https://forms.gle/FT7Ej8gcGqMYHpdh7
https://forms.gle/FT7Ej8gcGqMYHpdh7
https://forms.gle/X1XMwVy63HG1WqucA
https://forms.gle/X1XMwVy63HG1WqucA


  Carelines 
 

Arnold Sanford, Brenda Rayburn’s brother, 
is in a Tuscaloosa hospital with COVID-19; 
he is not doing well.  
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-
law, has been diagnosed with breast can-
cer. She meets with her doctors next week 
to determine a treatment plan. 
 
Ethan and Brianna Bowers, John and Ka-
ren Bowers’ children, are both recovering 
from surgery. Please pray for their comfort 
and a speedy recovery. 
 
Charlene Thomas has asked her Hoover 
family for prayers to strengthen her faith 
and to walk in Jesus’ favor. 
 
Marla Troughton has contracted COVID-19 
and is doing somewhat better. Linda Crow, 
Marla’s mom, also has the virus. Please 
pray for Marla and her mom’s health. 
 
Tiffany McKeown is feeling better from the 
coronavirus, but she is now suffering with 
shingles. Also, Dolly Simpson, Tiffany’s 
mom, has pneumonia. She is at home and 
is on antibiotics. Please pray for Tiffany and 
her mother to be well soon. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mother, 
has completed her chemotherapy and will 
have a PET scan sometime this month. 
Please pray for positive results. 
 
Langston Arnold is Bob and Joan Arnold’s 
fourteen-year-old grandson who has test-
ed positive for COVID-19. Please pray for 
his health. 
 
Please pray for Lajuana Logan’s nephew 
and his wife, Tamara. Tamara’s father has 
COVID-19, and her stepmother has also 
been diagnosed with the virus.  
 
A visitor to our congregation, Sheivella 
Burkett, asked for our prayers.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Hosea Dal-
las, Dick Smith, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, 
Sarah Washington, Gail Powell, Sylvia Huff-
man, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Brax-
ton Wiedman (Anita Williams’ neighbor), 
and Mary Pearl Still (Doris Sankey’s moth-
er). 
 

Attendance and Offering 
December 27, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship, 10:00am: 155 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 98 
 
Contribution: $14,171.83 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,530.42 
Contribution to Date: $755,581.79 

 
 
 
 

Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

 
 

Resolving to Share Your  
Faith in 2021 

 
 Draw Closer to God. The more 

time you spend talking to Him, the 
easier it will be to talk about Him. 

 Listen to those around you. As you 
listen, look for entry points in the 
conversation to share your faith. 

 Serve in your church. Ask God to 
show you where He wants you to 
serve. 
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Why Do You Talk  
So Much About Jesus 

 
An old Indian chief constantly spoke of 
the Lord Jesus and what He meant to 
him. “Why do you talk so much about 
Jesus?” asked a friend. The chief did not 
reply, but slowly, deliberately gathered 
some sticks and bits of grass. He made a 
circle of them.  
In the circle he placed a caterpillar. Still 
silent, he struck a match and lit the 
sticks and grass. They watched the cater-
pillar.   
As the fire caught around the circle, the 
trapped caterpillar began to crawl 
around rapidly, seeking a way of escape. 
As the fire advanced, the helpless cater-
pillar raised its head as high as it could. If 
the creature could have spoken, it would 
have said, “My help can come only from 
above.”   
Then the chief stooped down. He ex-
tended his finger to the caterpillar, 
which crawled up his finger to safety. 
“That,” said the chief, glowing, “was 
what the Lord Jesus did for me! I was 
lost in sin. My condition was hopeless. I 
was trapped. Then the Lord Jesus 
stooped down in love and mercy, and He 
drew me out of the horrible pit of sin 
and shame. How can I help but love Him 
and talk of His wondrous love and care?”  
Jesus died on our behalf (Acts 2:23; Ro-
mans 5:6-11; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 
2:2; 4:9-10). He intercedes for us 
(Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 1 John 
2:1). The blood of Christ makes us safe 
(Exodus 12:13; Ephesians 1:7). The word 
of God makes us sure. 
—Anonymous 
 
 
 
Romans 15:13: “May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
Him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the Holy Spirit.” 
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Place  

Postage  

RENEW 
(Romans 12:1-2) 

 
Looking for ______________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
A living _________________________________________ 
 
 

 
  
Conformed to this ________________________________ 
 
 
 
  

The renewal of your ______________________________  
 
 

. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


