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November 8, 2020 

 

Penniless 
I was getting off the interstate awhile back when I saw a man at the bottom of the exit 
ramp holding a “NEED FOOD” sign. I’m always stirred by different feelings when I see 
this—compassion, a bit of guilt, curiosity, shame. Why doesn’t he have food? Should I 
give him money? 

But it’s also interesting to recognize that this is the image Jesus used to start the most 
famous sermon ever preached. Most people in his nation thought the Messiah would 
come riding on the back of a white stallion at the front of an army of liberation. He would 
be strong, proud, and powerful, and he would restore them to their former glory. 

But his first words were nothing like what they expected. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 5:3). 

Coming to God’s kingdom, Jesus said, involves first of all admitting that we’re spiritually 
poverty-stricken. We’re powerless to attain salvation, completely dependent on God for 
everything that’s good. 

Beggars. That’s what we are. We come to Jesus without “a righteousness of our own” and 
receive “that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that de-
pends on faith” (Philippians 3:9). “In him,” Paul writes, we “become the righteousness of 
God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

What all this means is that being in the Lord’s kingdom involves emptying ourselves of 
pride, achievement, and accomplishment. We don’t bring our goodness to the table and 
exchange it for forgiveness. We don’t bring our impeccable morality and integrity to the 
Lord and hope it’s enough to be saved. 

“Poor in spirit” means recognizing that there is “none righteous, no, not one” . . . includ-
ing me. 

It means admitting that “no one understands; no one seeks for God,” that “no one does 
good, not even one” . . . including me. 

That’s hard for most of us. I’m tempted to point to something good that I’ve done. I want 
to compare myself to some of society’s dregs and take a little pride in, “Well, at least I’m 
not like that.” 

That’s why pride has always been the biggest obstacle between us and salvation. Pride 
takes our eyes off of God and puts them on us. 

You can’t be a part of the kingdom until you recognize that you’re utterly, completely, 
totally, hopelessly dependent on God for righteousness. 

Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to the cross I cling; Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless look to Thee for grace; Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die . . .  
When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for 
me, Let me hide myself in Thee (Augustus Toplady). 

—Chuck 



Today 
 

Our Chili Cook-Off is at 4:30pm with 
worship service afterwards! 
 
Since we are having the Chili Cook-Off, 
KidSing will be shown at 4:30pm but 
with a previous tape.  
 
Also, there will not be an online devo-
tional this weekend. 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 

There will be a Baby Boy Shower for 
Karisa and Walden Schlundt on Sun-
day, November 15. Please contact 
April Winningham if you would like to 
help coordinate this event. Also, Ka-
risa and Walden are registered at the 
following site: https://
www.babylist.com/baby-karisa-
schlundt.  

The AHEPA 3 Senior Thanksgiving 
Luncheon will be at noon on Sunday, 
November 22. Members, please bring 
side dishes, desserts, and drinks; Hoo-
ver will provide the meat. There are 
sign-up sheets on the back rail in the 
auditorium. 
 
The Annual Thanksgiving Food Pantry 
will be done as a drive-through pick-
up on Sunday, November 22. Cards 
are being mailed to the community. 
 
Tuesdays: Ladies’ Bible Class at 11:30 
and also on Zoom. 

 
 

American Red Cross and  
Hoover Church of Christ 

 
Please sign up to donate blood on 
Sunday, November 29, using the fol-
lowing link: https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
drive-results?
or-
der=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hc
oc 
 

 
Be the reason someone smiles today! 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in November for 
Needs: Jimmy Lyles 

 
8:00am 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Wes Blankenship 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Norman Rutland 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Jonathan Weimer 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
Closing Prayer: Daniel Warren 
 
Audio/Video: Marc Handley 
 
10:00am 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Walden Schlundt 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Steve Cotney 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Donnie Winningham 
Announcements: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: John Bowers 
 
 
 

One Word 
 

One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 45 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Justi-
fication. This is pages 273-278 of the 
One Word devotional book.                   
Sunday, November 8: Titus 1;  
Jeremiah 13-14; Psalm 125  
Monday, November 9: Titus 2;  
Jeremiah 15-16; Psalm 126  
Tuesday, November 10: Titus 3;  
Jeremiah 17-18; Psalm 127  
Wednesday, November 11: Philemon  
1-25; Jeremiah 19-20; Psalm 128    
Thursday, November 12: James 1;  
Jeremiah 21-22; Psalm 129   
Friday, November 13: James 2;  
Jeremiah 23-24; Psalm 130   
Saturday, November 14: James 3;  
Jeremiah 25-26; Psalm 131 
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Youth 
 
The next Area-Wide will be on Sunday, 
November 15, at the Decatur Highway 
Church of Christ.  
 
Please don’t forget that we need our 
Youth to help serve the Thanksgiving 
dinner to the AHEPA 3 residents on Sun-
day, November 22, at noon. 
 
The time has come to begin registering 
for the 2021 Lads to Leaders Convention 
at the Opryland Hotel in Nashville on 
April 1-4. An email will be sent to you 
soon so that you can register online. The 
registration fee is $40.00. If you prefer 
to pay by check, please make it payable 
to the Hoover Church of Christ. The Lads 
office has assured us that a convention 
will take place. However, it may look a 
little different because of COVID-19. 
 
 
 

Psalm 37:8 (NLT) 
 
“Stop being angry! Turn from your rage! 
Do not lose your temper—it only leads 
to harm.” 
If anger has been an issue for you, go to 
God. Get His help and guidance. Begin to  
speak scriptures over yourself that 
you’re full of peace and self-control. As 
you do, you’ll begin to see that you’re 
being angry less of the time and walking 
a path toward the freedom God wants 
for your life. 
 
 

 
  

Nehemiah 8:10 
 

“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
The Good News: Acting to God’s stand-
ards and sacrificing to make Him happy 
should be what carries you through the 
day.—Sophia Caraballo, Woman’s Day 
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  Carelines 
 
Dick Smith does not have COVID-19 
and has been moved to a regular 
room. He is better, and they are now 
monitoring his kidney function. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s 
mother, is undergoing chemo and radi-
ation treatments and is feeling okay at 
this time. Please send cards to her at 
404 Brookwood Drive, West Point, GA 
31833, and continue praying for her 
strength and healing. 
 
Evelyn Richardson, Giana Kidwell’s 
cousin, has been in a hospital in 
Murfreesboro, TN, with COVID-19. She 
is doing somewhat better but still 
needs a BiPAP. 
 
Christa Smith, Sondra Moss’ mother, is 
now under the care of Hospice and is 
at Sondra’s home. Please send cards to 
her at 108 Stratshire Lane, Pelham 
35124.  
 
Breanna Bulger, Denia Petruzella’s 
niece, had surgery in Colorado for co-
lon cancer, and her surgery was suc-
cessful. She was blessed with no can-
cer! 
 
Joyce Baker, one of our shut-ins, 
sprained her upper back and has been 
in horrific pain since then. Please pray 
for her to have comfort and to heal. 
 
Carole Delker, Giana Kidwell’s sister, 
fell and broke her wrist. Please pray for 
her healing. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nan-
cy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Merv 
Prince, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, Ger-
aldine Washington, Sarah Washington, 
Gail Powell, Virgie Banks, Sylvia Huff-
man, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Mary Pearl Still (Doris Sankey’s moth-
er), Eunice Poe (Lajuana Logan’s sister-
in-law’s mother), and Denise Hillis 
(Melody Warbington’s sister).   
 

Attendance and Offering 
November 1, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship, 8:00am: 47 
Worship, 10:00am: 176 
Wednesday, 6:30pm: 102 
 
Contribution: $16,904.65 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,576.06 
Contribution to Date: $641,346.46 

 
 
 

Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 

 
 
 
 
“Ask not what your country can do for 

you, but what you can do for your  
country.” —JFK 

“Ask not what your church can do for 
you, but what you can do for your 

church.” 

Upcoming Changes to  
Worship and Classes 

 
We want to let you know about some 
upcoming changes to our weekly worship 
and class schedule. Thank you for your 
support and patience as we’ve navigated 
the uncertainties associated with this 
difficult year.  
Beginning Sunday, December 6, we’ll 
return to having only one Sunday morn-
ing worship service, and it will begin at 
10:00. We will continue to clean thor-
oughly, encourage everyone over 2 years 
old to wear masks, and try to socially dis-
tance as much as possible.  
On that same Sunday, we will resume 
Sunday morning classes at 9:00. We’ll let 
you know about the particulars as we get 
closer, but we anticipate children’s clas-
ses for all ages and also three adult clas-
ses.  
For the time being, we will continue 
providing devotionals for Sunday evening 
that you can enjoy at home with your 
family or with other families. We are 
working on adding additional service, fel-
lowship, and study opportunities on Sun-
day evenings before long and will let you 
know more soon.  
Again, thank you for being part of our 
congregation. We love and appreciate all 
of you. 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Mark Lackey            November 8 
Renee Watkins           November 8 
Frances Swallows          November 9 
April Collins           November 9 
Jennifer Lackey         November 10 
Brady Aultman         November 11 
Marla Troughton        November 12 
Buddy Morrison        November 13 
Eddie Sankey         November 14 
Carter Williams         November 14 
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Place  

Postage  

This Man Went Down To His House Justified 
(Luke 18:9-14) 

 
Thank you that I’m not like other people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God, be merciful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not guilty. 

Chili Cook-off and Worship in the Back Parking Lot 
 
We’ll have an evening devotional in the back parking lot at 
around 6:30 after our chili cook-off on Sunday evening. 
We’ll sing and pray together, and Chuck will share a short 
message. We hope you’ll be able to be here to worship 
with us. Because of this service, there will not be an online 
devotional for this weekend. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


