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October 4, 2020 Our words 
As a preacher, I use a lot of words, and that’s probably part of the reason this passage has puz-
zled—and scared—me. Maybe it’s bothered you a little as well. 

I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, 
for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned (Matthew 
12:36-37). 

I’m pretty sure I use quite a few “careless” words, probably every day. Don’t you? 

Maybe an off-handed remark to your spouse or child, perhaps an off-the-cuff comment to a 
co-worker. Some of our words are carefully thought out, while many, probably most, aren’t. 
What does Jesus mean? Did he intend to imply that our innocent small talk is wrong, like when 
we’re talking about last night’s rain or next week’s game? 

I don’t think so. 

It helps to read what the Lord said just before: 

Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree 
is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure 
brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil (Matthew 12:33-
35). 

Jesus is saying that our words matter because they reflect our hearts. Good people say good 
things, while bad hearts produce evil speech. 

There’s an important implication here: we learn more about our hearts from what we say 
without thinking than we do by looking at our carefully rehearsed speech. This means that 
you’d learn more about who I really am by hearing how I speak to people conversationally 
than you do by reading this article or hearing me preach. I try to choose my words carefully 
when I speak publicly, but my “careless” words—the ones I use in normal conversation—more 
likely reflect the real me. 

What about you? Are your words too critical? Do they build up or tear down? Are they positive 
or negative? 

Our words matter, but mostly because they say something about our hearts. We don’t really 
fix our speech by learning to speak more nicely and be more honest. Our speech gets fixed 
when our hearts grow closer to Jesus. 

God cares more about what’s inside us than he does about what comes out of us. So we need 
to work on our hearts by spending time with the Lord. Loving him more, praising him more, 
wanting to please him more. 

What Jesus said should cause us to think before we speak, but it should especially cause us to 
ask him to take control of our hearts. That’s where the words—good or bad—come from. 

—Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm with Kyle Wadley! 
 
Sunday Evening Class at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide for 
everyone to enjoy, either at home or  
with other members. 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 

The Ladies’ Newsletter is now availa-
ble for viewing on the Hoover website 
and the JEWELS’ Facebook page. If 
you prefer a hard copy, they have 
been placed on the back rail in the 
Auditorium. 
 
The Ladies Bible class will begin 
meeting this Tuesday, October 6, 
from 11:30am-12:30pm in the Senior 
High Room at Hoover. We will also 
have a Zoom link available for those 
who want to participate but cannot 
meet in person. FREE childcare will be 
available for moms of little ones and 
will be provided by Kaitlyn Matherly. 
We encourage everyone to arrive no 
later than 11:15 so that we can visit 
and go over our prayer list. This se-
mester we will be focusing on Health: 
Mental, Physical, Relational, and 
Spiritual.   
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Chad & Teale Yeilding          October 4 
Bob & Joy Brooks                  October 6 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
Johnny Johnson        October 4 
Erika Sankey         October 4 
Andrew Blackmon        October 4 
Jerrick Rumph Henderson   October 7 
Wendy Wadley        October 8 
Che Abbott         October 9 
Elizabeth King         October 9 
Grant Dalton       October 10 
 

 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in October for Needs: 
Jimmy Lyles 

 
8:00am 
Call to Worship: Darrell Powell  
Scripture Reading: Paul Williams III 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Eddie Sankey 
Sermon: Darrell Powell 
Communion: Joel Abbott 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
Closing Prayer: Matt Trousdale 
 
Audio/Video: Drew Spivey 
 
10:00am 
Call to Worship: Darrell Powell 
Scripture Reading: Steven King 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Ben Vick 
Sermon: Darrell Powell 
Communion: Grant Dalton 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
Closing Prayer: Rick Williams 

 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 40 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of  
Worry. This is pages 243-248 of the 
One Word devotional book.     
Sunday, October 4: Revelation 5;  
Nehemiah 7:5-8:12; Psalm 100  
Monday, October 5: Revelation 6;  
Nehemiah 8:13-9:37; Psalm 101  
Tuesday, October 6: Revelation 7; 
Nehemiah 9:38-10:39; Psalm 102  
Wednesday, October 7: Revelation 8; 
Nehemiah 11; Psalm 103  
Thursday, October 8: Revelation 9; 
Nehemiah 12; Psalm 104:1-23   
Friday, October 9: Revelation 10; 
 Nehemiah 13; Psalm 104:24-35  
Saturday, October 8: Revelation 11;  
Esther 1; Psalm 105:1-25  
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Hoover Church of Christ  
Fall Festival 

 
Mark your calendars for the Hoover 
Church of Christ Fall Festival which will 
take place on Friday, October 23, from 
6:00–8:00pm in our church parking lot. 
Wear your favorite costume, but no 
scary ones, please! Food will be provid-
ed by the church, and there will be 
games for the children. Members, 
please start bringing bags of candy and 
Little Debbie snacks of any kind to our 
building and place them in the foyer. 
Also, please note that this event will not 
be opened to the community as we have 
done in the past because of COVID-19. 
 
 

Walk4Water 
 

Walk4Water: We’re excited to partner 
with Healing Hands International again 
this year and sponsor a Walk4Water to 
help dig clean water wells in parts of the 
world where people have no access to 
clean water. The walk will be at Veterans 
Park on Valleydale Road on Sunday 
afternoon, November 1, from 2:00-4:00, 
with a worship service at 4:00. If you’re 
uncomfortable attending the event in 
person, a virtual walk will start two 
weeks before the event itself. As always, 
if you would just like to give money to-
ward this good effort, we would appreci-
ate that as well. You’ve always support-
ed this effort so generously, and we ap-
preciate your kindness. It’s especially 
important right now, because Healing 
Hands had to cancel dozens of walks 
earlier in the year because of the coro-
navirus. Your support will come at a cru-
cial time. 
 

Romans 13:1-2 
 

“Let every soul be in subjection to the 
higher powers: for there is no power but 

of God; and the [powers] that be are 
ordained of God. Therefore he that re-
sists the power, withstands the ordi-

nance of God; and they that withstand 
shall receive to themselves  

judgment.” 



  Carelines 
 
Melony Webster was diagnosed with 
COVID-19 this week. She has improved 
throughout the week and is doing well 
at home. To avoid unintentionally shar-
ing the virus with others, she and Chuck 
will both be quarantining at home for 
the next couple of weeks. Thanks for 
your prayers. 
 
Merv Prince will have a transcatheter 
aortic valve replacement (TAVR) at 
Grandview Medical Center on Thursday, 
October 8. Please keep him in your 
prayers that he will have a successful 
outcome. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, the father of one of 
Joel Abbott’s medical assistants, had a 
cardiac arrest during his bladder sur-
gery on Wednesday and passed away. 
Please continue to pray for his family. 
 
Christa Smith, Sondra Moss’ mother, 
has taken a sudden and drastic decline 
in her health. Please pray for her com-
fort and healing. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s moth-
er, is still undergoing tests for cancer. 
The results should be in next week and 
treatment will be determined at that 
time. Please pray for her healing and to 
have peace. 
 
Eunice Poe, Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-
law’s mother, has metastatic breast 
cancer involving her lungs and is now at 
UAB. Prayers and cards are encouraged. 
Her address is 466 County Road 9, Lynn, 
AL 35575. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nan-
cy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Celeste 
Till, Geraldine Washington, Sarah Wash-
ington, Gail Powell, Dick Smith, Clara 
Thomas, Virgie Banks, Sylvia Huffman, 
and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Miller Rock (Deebe Taylor’s son), Carl 
Bell, Jr. (Sarah Washington’s son), and 
Denise Hillis (Melody Warbington’s sis-
ter).   
 

Attendance and Offering 
September  27, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship: 8:00am: 42 
Worship: 10:00am: 124 
Wednesday: 6:30pm: 103 
 
Contribution: $14,222.70 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,704.56 
Contribution to Date: $573,477.71 
 

 
  

Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

• Peru 
 
 

John 12:48 
 

“The one who rejects me and does not 
receive my words has a judge; the 

word that I have spoken will judge him 
on the last day.”  

American Red Cross and  
Hoover Church of Christ 

 
Blood Drive, November 29: The Ameri-
can Red Cross recently asked us to host 
another blood drive on Sunday, Novem-
ber 29, starting at 7:30am. In preparation 
for the Holidays and with stabilization of 
the COVID-19 response, hospitals are ba-
sically back to pre-March need for blood 
products.   
 
The Red Cross continues to enforce miti-
gations to minimize risk for virus trans-
mission, including social distancing, re-
quirement of masks, capacity limitations, 
and enhanced cleaning. All donors have a 
temperature check prior to entering the 
drive and must not have been sick or ex-
posed to COVID-19 in the 14 days prior to 
donation or have a pending test. 
 
*Most travel deferrals recently changed 
from 12 months to 3 months so prior 
travel for mission trips should not be an 
issue unless you travel within the 3 
months prior to November 29. 
 
Please use the following link to schedule 
your appointment: 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
give.html/drive-results?
order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc 
 
We have around 45 appointment slots 
this time, so be sure to sign up! Many 
medications and medical conditions actu-
ally do NOT impact your ability to give 
blood so check common eligibility ques-
tions at: https://www.redcrossblood.org/
faq.html#eligibility   
 
If you have problems booking an appoint-
ment or have questions, contact Marla 
Troughton at  
marla.troughton@redcross.org. 

 
 

 When we give blood, we are offering a 
part of our lives to save the life of some-
one else. It is one way we obey the sec-

ond greatest commandment, which is to 
love others as we love ourselves 

(Mark 12:31).  
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 Sunday Night Devotionals 
 

Sunday evenings in October: Like most churches, since the 
coronavirus derailed many of our plans for the year, we’ve 
tried different things on Sunday evenings to encourage, 
teach, inform, and unite our congregation. For the month 
of October, we’re planning something new. During the last 
six months many Christians have missed out on the “being 
together” aspect of Christian gatherings, and some still 
don’t feel comfortable coming to the larger assemblies on 
Sunday mornings. For October, we want to encourage you 
to consider getting together with a small group sometime 
each week, whether on Sunday afternoon, Sunday even-
ing, or at another time in the week if it works better for 
the group. To facilitate a devotional time, we will provide a 
short video guide with singing and spiritual encourage-
ment. The video will become available on Sunday, but feel 
free to view it whenever is convenient for you. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


