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October 18, 2020 

 

Be nice 

Several years ago one of my kids was withdrawn and quiet—a reasonably rare oc-

currence at our house in those days—so I asked him what was wrong. He hesitat-

ed, then with a little prodding told me that it was because I had spoken harshly to 

him earlier that day. 

I wish I could say it was a case of childish hypersensitivity on his part, that he was 

wearing his feelings on his coat sleeves, that he needed to toughen up . . . but it 

wasn’t that at all. I knew it was true when he said it. I had been impatient, critical, 

and unkind, and it was bothering him (as it should have). 

The Spirit convicted me with Paul’s words in Ephesians 4. 

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for build-

ing up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear . . . Let all 

bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 

along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one anoth-

er, as God in Christ forgave you (vv. 29,31,32). 

Use your words to build one another up, Paul says, and be kind. The Bible contains 

a lot of theological mysteries, stuff most of us will never really understand, and 

then there are a few things that are completely clear. One of them is this: Chris-

tians ought to be kind. 

On a blog that I read, the writer posted some comments about interviews he had 

had with people who had left Christianity. At the end of the interview he asked 

them what it would take to get them to come back. A comment he heard dozens 

of times was, “I would consider coming back if I knew people in the church would 

be nicer.” Many of them had apparently been burned by the unkindness of Chris-

tians—either as recipients or spectators. 

Maybe Paul’s words are a needed reminder. Maybe some of us treat strangers 

more kindly than we do our spouses and kids and siblings. Maybe some of us have 

forgotten that the church ought to be a safe place where everybody lives by the 

law of kindness. 

Build one another up. Be kind. Be nice. 

Christianity certainly can’t be adequately described with only those admonitions, 

but can it be described at all without them?   

—Chuck 



Today 
 

Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm with Kyle Wadley! 
 
Sunday Evening Class at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide for 
everyone to enjoy, either at home or  
with other members. 
 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 

The Ladies’ Bible class meets every 
Tuesday from 11:30am-12:30pm in 
the Senior High Room at Hoover. This 
semester the topic is on Health: men-
tal, physical, relational, and spiritual 
health. Childcare is provided by Kait-
lyn Matherly at no cost to you. And 
for those who are not able to attend, 
the class can be viewed on a Zoom 
link. Please try to arrive no later than 
11:15 so that we can visit and go over 
our prayer list.  
 
The Food Pantry will re-open on Sun-
day, October 25, from 3:00-4:30pm, 
and the food items that are needed 
this month are baked beans and spa-
ghetti noodles. 
 
The Annual Thanksgiving Food Pantry 
will be done as a drive-through pick-
up on Sunday, November 22. 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Steve and Joy Martin      October 20 
Jim and Christy Reece      October 24 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
Donna Dearien       October 21 
Mary Thomas       October 21 
Samuel Williams      October 22 
Felicia Arnold       October 23 
Lucy McKeown       October 24 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in October for Needs: 
Paul Williams, Jr. 

 
8:00am 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Chad Blackmon 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Daniel Warren 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Jonathan Weimer 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
Closing Prayer: Mike Clelland 
 
Audio/Video: Drew Spivey 
 
10:00am 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Jim Petruzella 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Donnie Winningham 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Darrell Powell 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
Closing Prayer: Steven Kitchens 
 
 
 

One Word 
 

One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 42 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of 
Shame. This is pages 255-260 of the 
One Word devotional book.                   
Sunday, October 18: Revelation 19; 
Isaiah 5-6; Psalm 109:20-31   
Monday, October 19: Revelation 20; 
Isaiah 7-8; Psalm 110   
Tuesday, October 20: Revelation 21-22; 
Isaiah 9-10; Psalm 111  
Wednesday, October 21: 1 Thessaloni-
ans 1; Isaiah 11-13; Psalm 112  
Thursday, October 22: 1 Thessalonians 
2:1-16; Isaiah 14-16; Psalm 113  
Friday, October 23: 1 Thessalonians 
2:17-3:13; Isaiah 17-19; Psalm 11  
Saturday, October 24: 1 Thessalonians 
4; Isaiah 20-22; Psalm 115 
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Hoover Church of Christ  
Fall Festival 

 
Mark your calendars for the Hoover 
Church of Christ Fall Festival which will 
take place on Friday, October 23, from 
6:00-8:00pm in our church parking lot. 
Wear your favorite costume, but no 
scary ones, please! Food will be provid-
ed by the church, and there will be 
games for the children. Members, 
please start bringing bags of candy and 
Little Debbie snacks of any kind to our 
building and place them in the foyer. 
Also, please note that this event will not 
be opened to the community as we have 
done in the past because of COVID-19. 
 
 
 

American Red Cross and  
Hoover Church of Christ 

 
Please sign up to donate blood on Sun-
day, November 29, using the following 
link: https://www.redcrossblood.org/
give.html/drive-results?
or-
der=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc 
 
 
 

Psalm 16:8-9 
 

“I keep my eyes always on the LORD. 
With him at my right hand, I will not be 
shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and 
my tongue rejoices; my body also will 
rest secure.”  
 
The Good News: God will always be pre-
sent in your life, and no matter what 
happens, you should always remember 
that He is there for you. That thought 
alone should bring you happiness.   
—Sophia Caraballo, Woman’s Day 
 
 
 

Be so happy that when others look at 
you, they are happy too. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc


  Carelines 
 
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the 
family of Joe Thomas upon the death of his 
wife, Clara Thomas. Clara had been a faith-
ful member of Hoover for many years and 
was loved by many. We will miss her dearly 
and especially her hugs. 
 
Merv Prince is recovering at home from 
heart valve replacement and is doing well. 
 
Evelyn Richardson, Giana Kidwell’s cousin, 
is in the hospital in Murfreesboro, TN, with 
COVID-19 and pneumonia. She is not doing  
well—please pray for her health. 
 
Christa Smith, Sondra Moss’ mother, is 
now under the care of Hospice and is at 
Sondra’s home. Please send cards to her at 
108 Stratshire Lane, Pelham 35124.  
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mother, 
has small cell lung cancer and is now un-
dergoing  chemo and radiation treatments. 
Please pray for her strength and healing. 
 
Carol, Giana Kidwell’s sister, fell and broke 
her wrist. Please pray for her healing. 
 
Gregory Tippins, Stan Tippins’ brother, is in 
serious condition. Please pray for his well-
being. 
 
Breanna Bulger, Denia Petruzella’s niece, 
will be traveling to Colorado soon to un-
dergo more surgery for colon cancer. 
Please keep her and her family in your 
prayers.  
 
Mary Pearl Still, Doris Sankey’s mom, had 
a lumpectomy at UAB, and the surgery 
went well. Mary is doing fine and is now at 
a Troy rehab center. Please pray for a suc-
cessful recovery. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy 
Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Celeste Till, 
Geraldine Washington, Sarah Washington, 
Gail Powell, Dick Smith, Clara Thomas, Vir-
gie Banks, Sylvia Huffman, and Nancy Har-
ris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Eunice Poe (Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-law’s 
mother), Miller Rock (Deebe Taylor’s son), 
Carl Bell, Jr. (Sarah Washington’s son), and 
Denise Hillis (Melody Warbington’s sister).   
 

 

Attendance and Offering 
October 11, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship, 8:00am: 50 
Worship, 10:00am: 138 
Wednesday, 6:30pm: 106 
 
Contribution: $14,568.40 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,662.24 
Contribution to Date: $601,151.71 

 
 
  

Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 

 
 
 

Philippians 1:27 
 

Only let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel of Christ, so that whether 
I come and see you or am absent, I 
may hear of you that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, with one mind striv-
ing side by side for the faith of the gos-
pel . . . 

God Always Has An answer 
 
It is easy to get discouraged when things go 
wrong, but we must not lose heart. God is at 
work in the world, even in the midst of pain 
and trial. The next time your world is burning 
down, remember that it just may be a smoke 
signal to summon help. God has a positive 
answer for any negative thought we have.  
We say: “It’s impossible.” 
God says: “All things are possible” (Luke 
18:27).  
We say: “I’m tired.” 
God says: “I will give you rest” (Matthew 
11:28). 
 
We say: “I can’t do it.” 
God says: “You can do all things” (Philippians 
4:13).  
We say: “I’m not able.” 
God says: “I am able” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  
We say: “It’s not worth it.” 
God says: “It will be worth it” (Romans 8:28). 
 
We say: “Nobody really loves me.” 
God says: “I really love you” (John 3:16). 
 
We say: “I can’t go on.” 
God says: “My grace is sufficient” (2 Corinthi-
ans 12:9; Psalm 91:15). 
 
We say: “I can’t figure things out.” 
God says: “I will direct your steps” (Proverbs 
3:5-6).  
We say: “I can’t forgive myself.” 
God says: “I forgive you” (I John 1:9; Romans 
8:1). 
We say: “I can’t manage.” 
God says: “I will supply all your needs” 
(Philippians 4:19). 
 
We say: “I’m afraid.” 
God says: “I have not given you a spirit of 
fear” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
 
We say: “I’m worried and frustrated.” 
God says: “Cast all your cares on me” (I Peter 
5:7).  
We say: “I don’t have enough faith.” 
God says: “My word will give you faith” 
(Romans 10:17). 
 
We say: “I’m not smart enough.” 
God says: “I will give you wisdom” (I Corinthi-
ans 1:30; James 1:1-5). 
 
We say: “I feel all alone.” 
God says: “I will never leave you or forsake 
you” (Hebrews 13:5). 
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Place  

Postage  

Set Free: How the Gospel Rescues You From  
Guilt, Shame, and Fear 

 

He is our _______________________, so we have no guilt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He was ______________________, so we have no shame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He is __________________________, so we have no fear. 

Sunday Night Devotionals 
 

Sunday evenings in October: Like most churches, since the 
coronavirus derailed many of our plans for the year, we’ve 
tried different things on Sunday evenings to encourage, 
teach, inform, and unite our congregation. For the month 
of October, we’re doing something new. During the last six 
months many Christians have missed out on the “being 
together” aspect of Christian gatherings, and some still 
don’t feel comfortable coming to the larger assemblies on 
Sunday mornings. For October, we want to encourage you 
to consider getting together with a small group sometime 
each week, whether on Sunday afternoon, Sunday even-
ing, or at another time in the week if it works better for 
the group. To facilitate a devotional time, we will provide a 
short video guide with singing and spiritual encourage-
ment. The video will become available on Sunday, but feel 
free to view it whenever is convenient for you. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


