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Hoover Ladies Newsletter  - FALL 2020
NEW NORMAL?  

I’m not sure about the rest of you, but I am not happy about our “new normal” since March of 
this year.  I should not complain, but I really do not like wearing a mask; I miss hugging my 
friends and sisters; I want to sit right next to people and shake hands; I feel for the thousands of 
families who have lost jobs, businesses and their income; I mourn with those who have lost loved 
ones to the virus; I hate not seeing a full house at Hoover on Sundays and Wednesday evenings; I 
despise the injustice we have seen on display towards our brothers and sisters of color; I abhor 
racism and those who perpetuate it; I loathe the mob violence, looting, and the anarchists who 
are using real issues as a means to advance their militant revolutionary ideas; I dread opening my 
social media for fear of another shooting, riot or vicious attack of innocent people; I am 
disgusted with the name calling and political polarization; and I could go on and on… These 
things are not normal.  These things are not what God intended for His people and the world He 
created!   

I think we are all yearning for things to return to normal.  But, what if the Lord has laid all this 
upon us to teach us something about “normal”?  What if our past normal has not been pleasing to 
Him?  What if we have harbored feelings of prejudice against others?  What if we had taken for 
granted the phenomenal prosperity our country was experiencing and did not give God the glory 
for it?  What if we had been complicit to the suffering of others because it “did not affect us” 
personally?  What if we have pre-judged others inappropriately? What if Jesus wanted us to 
experience some kind of persecution within the Church so that we could better empathize with 
Christians around the world who cannot conveniently meet several times a week as we always 
have?  What if God wanted us to stop going and doing nonstop every minute of every day, so He 
made us stop and shut ourselves off from the world for a time?   

I don’t know why all of these burdens have been laid upon us this year, but God does.  This was in 
His plan.  And it was in His predestined will in order to bring glory to Him.  Like the Biblical 
accounts of the blind man in John 9, and the death of Jesus’ friend, Lazarus in John 11, what 
seems to us like tragedy, trouble and strife is part of God’s eternal plan to bring glory to Him.  
And Joseph is recorded in Genesis 50:20 as saying to his brothers, “You meant evil against me, but 
God used it for good.”  Satan has thrown a lot at us this year.  He has caused much harm to so 
many, but God has and will continue to use it for good.  Somehow, some way.   

As we move into this last quarter of 2020, I hope and pray that we will consider and examine our 
old “normal”.  Maybe there are things that we really don’t need to go back to.  Maybe our new 
normal should look much different.  Much more Godly; more glorifying to Him; more thankful 
and appreciative; more empathetic and sympathetic; more loving and giving; more merciful and 
forgiving; more vocal about all injustice and sin.  If there are things that we need to change 
moving forward, I pray that we will humble ourselves and ask God to help us see with fresh eyes 
and clean hearts.  

   He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?          
   To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8              
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Christian Family Ideas and Activities 

Our Prayer Jars   
by Jamie Powell  

A tool that we have incorporated into our family prayer routine involves something that we call our “Prayer 
Jars”. Before I tell you about them, you should know a couple of things. One is that this practice has 
evolved a lot over the years. I’ve taken pieces from here and there, borrowed much from many along the 
way. Also, it was born mostly of failures in my own prayer life instead of triumphs. Developing a prayer life 
is a beautiful thing, but it doesn’t come (or stay!) without effort. If that is intimidating to you, as it has 
often been to me, maybe this will help you!

When Eli and Eden were very little, we kept a prayer notebook.  For each member of our family, we 
recorded one person outside our family for whom we wanted to pray, one thing for which we were thankful, 
and one way that we wanted God to help us personally. I found that the kids were praying for the same 
things and the same people every single day. So we began to broaden our thoughts by assigning a different 
prayer focus for each day. This much we continue to follow.

On Sundays, we pray for members of our own congregation: elders, ministers, specific prayer needs, etc. 
On Mondays we pray for missionaries (We include here families that foster and/or adopt, as we consider 
this an equally important mission field!) Tuesdays are for “the lost”, but this day has grown to include those 
who are struggling hard against Satan. Wednesdays are for Widows and Orphans (which now includes all 
the bereaved). Thursdays are for our government. (Here we include government officials, elections, laws, 
those serving in our military, etc.) Fridays are designated friends and family. (These would include friends 
that are outside of our church family and the needs of our extended families.) And Saturdays are for the 
sick.

Initially we had one prayer jar. I attended a ladies’ retreat several years ago, and we all decorated one as an 
activity. I was so excited to implement it because my brain was so weary at the time (hasn’t improved much 
since! Haha!), and I really struggled with remembering to pray for people by name. I felt so guilty when 
someone would ask for prayer, I would enthusiastically commit, then get busy with life and forget. So we 
used our one prayer jar to compensate for Mom‘s feeble mindedness. We colored sticks to designate 
between prayer groups. (Sometimes I do things the hard way. There’s an easy button for that. Now we just 
buy colored sticks!)

We crammed that little jar full of craft sticks until there wasn’t room for even one more, not even a 
toothpick. So we decided to make separate jars for each day. As we were transitioning, we realized that 
many of our prayers had been answered, and we didn’t need those sticks any more. I asked the kids what 
they thought we should do with them. One of them said, “We can’t throw them away! Answered prayers are 
gifts from God, and that would be like throwing away His gifts!” So, our original jar became the “Answered 
Prayers” jar, which is getting pretty full now, too. It’s such a beautiful reminder of God’s incredible 
faithfulness!

A new practice that we just began this summer (thanks to a great idea from Tiffany McKeown!) was the 
addition of a prayer notebook. We have divided it into sections for each day. When we pray for a person/
thing, we write it down in our notebook, along with the date. Sometimes we’ll pray for someone, and it will 
be weeks before we pray for that person again. In these instances, the notebook helps us to remember 
what specifically we’re praying in the situation, or what we prayed last time. We think about whether that 
prayer was answered, whether we need to change our prayer, whether we offer praise for an answer, etc.



Our Prayer Jars, continued 

James 5:16 says that the prayer of the righteous person has great power as it is working. I don’t claim 
to be righteous, and I don’t know how powerful our prayers have been in the lives of others. But I 
know how powerful they’ve been in mine. I know how much they’ve worked on me. I know how 
many lessons I’ve learned. I could honestly fill pages with stories from our Prayer Jars (Maybe I 
should…!). Innumerable times when we drew the same stick repeatedly to learn later that a person 
was struggling through something we knew nothing about. But He knew. Times we drew members of 
the same family from multiple jars throughout the same week only to learn that the family was 
experiencing a big transition. He is unchanging. Times when I thought, “We’ve been praying for this 
person in this situation for a LONG time. Surely the need has passed.” But I’m stubborn when it 
comes to removing a prayer need from our jars because I know I need prayers for the same struggles 
from years past. I finally spoke to the person again, told them we hadn’t stopped praying, and I saw 
their eyes spill over with tears. He never gives up. Times when my human imperfections, my 
busyness, my fill-in-the-blank gets in the way of our consistency, and when we pick back up, we are 
reminded right off the bat in some huge fashion of a need, and of our need. He is faithful. And He is 
mindful—mindful of our struggles, mindful of our lives, mindful of our temptations. In all big and 
small ways. This is the lesson I’m most grateful for.
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  Welcome New Sisters In Christ! 

The Gap
by Janie Gaither

 
She has a gap between her teeth. It’s the two on top, front and center. 
She hates it. 
A boy in third grade called her Mater from the movie Cars. He made me have unchristian thoughts. She 
made it her mission after that to rid herself of the gap. Conversations about braces were numerous. All 
the while I tried to convince her the gap was beautiful, uniquely her. I may or may not have referenced 
Madonna’s gap and the millions she’s made. My girl was not convinced. Our wonderful dentist 
(seriously, he is awesome) wheeled out the coffin for the gap and tomorrow the orthodontist (equally as 
wonderful as our dentist) will put the nails in it. Overly dramatic, I know, but it’s my baby. Those sweet 
little teeth that we celebrated coming in one by one have gone and are being replaced by larger ones in 
a much too small space. It’s life. They’re crooked. It can easily be fixed. 
It may seem a stretch to compare a cosmetic gap to a spiritual one, but we’re in the fourth month of a 
pandemic, it’s two in the morning, and these are the thoughts in my head. 
As with teeth, my spiritual life often has gaps. Well, more like huge, gaping holes. My faith and 
confidence dwindle. 
I allow doubt, grief, sadness, stress, nostalgia, and anything other than God to fill my gap. Much like I 
dwell on those baby teeth of the past, I don’t allow myself to move forward. I forget how easily those 
gaps can be fixed. The Great Physician (infinitely more awesome than any dentist or orthodontist) can 
fill all our gaps, heal our hearts, and move us forward. 
Psalm 103:3 tells us that we serve a God “who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases.” 
The gap, be it physical or spiritual, can be repaired.
Closing the gap brings us closer to Him and closer to others. The space is filled and the emptiness 
gone.  
So tomorrow morning we’ll take a picture of her sweet gap along with a few crooked, crowded teeth. 
She’ll get braces and over time, the gap will disappear and a beautiful, confident smile will be in its 
place. 
Along the way I’m going to pray that all my gaps may be “filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:11). 

Brielle Johnson
 

Julie McKeown

Tabitha Lackey

Caroline Williams

Deebe Taylor  
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From Self-Control to Perseverance 
(excerpt taken from WednesdayMorningDevotional.com)  

Every person who confesses faith in the Lord Jesus Christ will come to some huge moment in their life 
where they will have to choose to continue with God, or turn away from Him altogether.  If you choose to 
continue on with Him, you will have graduated from self-control, to perseverance. 

In John 6:66 the Bible says, “from that time many of his disciples went back and followed him no more.”  
Thousands were following Jesus because He had just performed the miracle of feeding them all.  Jesus 
let them know quickly that He was way more interested in them loving Him as opposed to loving what He 
could do for them.  They didn’t like that very much, so they walked away from Him.  Herein lies the 
problem with an overwhelming majority of American Christians. 

If you haven’t experienced it yet, it is coming.  Some prayer won’t get answered like you think it should.  
Some “minister” or other person who claims to be a Christian will say something that offends you greatly 
or hurts you immensely.  Something will happen and you will be so mad at God because He did not do 
what you thought He would do.  He will take something of yours that was “off limits” and you will be 
disappointed with Him.  Up until this moment, you have built on your faith and you have worked so hard 
in learning about Him and learning to do right and controlling yourself.  But, the next step remains:  Will 
you keep on keeping on?  Will you persevere? 
I read somewhere that the majority of the “Biggest Losers” gain the majority of their weight back.  They 
made a commitment to lose the weight, they learned about training and nutrition, and then even 
developed the self-control it took to execute the program properly.  But, real life got really difficult and 
they eventually quit living and abiding by those principles that they learned and went back to their former 
state. 

Will you do the same in your walk with God?

Godliness   
(by Rick Lanning, from Northwest Church of Christ)  

Godliness comes from the Greek word "eusebia" and is used to express the idea of inner piety or 
spirituality. Vine defines this word as, "piety, which, characterized by a God-ward attitude, does that 
which is well pleasing to Him." 
I see godliness as a two-prong trait. 
The inside-out attitude of always thinking of God and with God. You are spiritually minded. You are 
always looking heavenward, always asking, “What would God think about this?” 
The outside-in activity that is forever on a divine mission to be well-pleasing to God. Col 3:17 describes 
this as: “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through Him.” 
Surely you know what a godly person looks like. Their whole life is saturated with thinking and doing 
God-like things. 
For example, what does a godly woman look like? “In like manner also, that the women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works” (1 Tim 2:9). 

Godliness is what you are on the outside and the inside. You live in the consciousness that God sees 
and knows you, and this does not scare you, but thrills you. Your thoughts, and deeds, prove you are 
truly God’s man or woman. When defining your faith, does “godliness” describe you? 

“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance 

godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.”  – 2 Peter 1:5-7 

http://WednesdayMorningDevotional.com
http://WednesdayMorningDevotional.com
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Carly Caviness   
1. Hometown:  Arab, AL
2. The place I have lived the longest:  I have lived two places mainly. 
Born in Birmingham and stayed until I was ten, then moved to Arab 
where I lived until I moved to college. 
3. Favorites:
 Color- Yellow
Holiday- 4th of July
Sport team: Alabama football or St. Louis Cardinals baseball
Meal to eat: Mexican food or Milos 
4. Hobbies: I enjoy playing tennis, doing word searches, and taking Pippa to the dog park. 
5. How did God lead me to Hoover Church of Christ?  After college, I moved back to Birmingham where I 
visited different congregations for a whole year. When I lived in Birmingham when I was younger, my family and I were 
members at Roebuck Parkway, so I felt that everywhere I visited I knew someone.  After my husband I got married we 
decided to visit Hoover consistently and felt so welcomed and loved by the congregation. I did not know as many people at 
Hoover and Beau and I really felt like it was a wonderful place for he and I to grow as a newly married couple together and 
form new relationships with brothers and sisters. 
6. Tell us a little about your family.  My husband Beau and I have been married for a little over 2 years, but dated 
for 5 years before getting married. We have a Poodle mix named Pippa and we have become total dog parents. Fun fact: 
Beau had never had a dog before Pippa so he is SUPER wrapped around her paw. 
 7. Best advice someone close to you has given to you: A quote from Maya Angelou- people may forget what 
you said or did to them, but they won’t forget how you made them feel. 
 8. What lesson has God taught you recently: to be thankful in and for every stage in life, even if it’s not what I 
expected. 
 9. How may your sisters at Hoover pray for you this quarter? I would love if you guys would pray for peace. 
I am currently enrolled in grad school and I always feel so overwhelmed even if I have completed all of my assignments. I get 
anxious even when there is no need to be anxious, so just for a calming mindset as well.  

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlights 

Joy Brooks  
1.  Hometown: Bartlesville, Oklahoma.  Baptized at the 6th and Dewey Church of 
Christ where my parents and I were members.
2.  The place you have lived the longest:  We have lived in 5 different states. 
 California; Oklahoma; Colorado; Arizona; Alabama.  We lived the longest in Arizona.
3. Tell us your favorites - 
Color:  Blue;  
Holiday:  Christmas;  
College or Sports Team: Oklahoma University and Alabama University;  
Meal to eat: Hot Taco salad from Taco Casa.
4. How did God lead you to Hoover COC?  Our daughter and grandson lived in 
Decatur, AL.  Bob was offered a transfer to a sister company to El Paso Natural Gas, 
Southern Natural Gas, in Birmingham.  We accepted the transfer to be closer to family.
5.  Tell us a little about your family.  We have two children, our son, Darren is an attorney in San Diego, CA and 
our daughter Valerie is an LPN nurse in Denver, Colorado.  Our daughter’s son Ryan was married to his Texas Tech 
sweetheart on July 12, 2020 in Denver where they now live and we were fortunate to be able to attend. Bob retired in 
2010.  We have five grandchildren.  On October 6th, 2020 we will celebrate our 57th wedding anniversary.
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April Collins  

1. Hometown:  Athens, AL
2. The place you have lived the longest: Athens
3. Tell us your favorites -  
Color:  I have two: blue and purple!
Holiday:   Christmas
College or Sports Team:   I don't get into sports much but if I have to root 
for anyone, I'm obligated to yell "Roll Tide!" My family would disown me if I root 
for anyone else lol :)
Meal to eat:  I love seafood! 
4. How did God lead you to Hoover Church of Christ?  My family were 
members of the church and I grew up only knowing about the church of Christ.
5. Tell us a little about your family: My husband Quincy is a Hoover City Schools principal.  I am an attorney 
and author. We have 4 children, Jaylen, Ava, Aryn, and Warren. We moved to Hoover from Montgomery when I finished 
law school.  We've been in Hoover 10 years and at Hoover CoC for 8 years.  We purchased farmland  one year ago and 
are hoping to build a beautiful home there in the future! I am very active in the community and involved in several civic 
and legal organizations.  My strength is service. I was recently elected to serve as the first President of the Black Women 
Lawyers Association of Alabama, an organization I helped found. I'm also a founding member of Hoover-AHEAD, an 
organization that promotes and celebrates diversity in Hoover. I can be talkative sometimes, but I would much rather 
have a conversation about what I (or we) can do to accomplish a goal rather than small talk. I am goal-oriented and love 
working towards goals that I am passionate about and accomplishing them.
6. What are your hobbies:  I enjoy traveling and especially traveling to the beach, even though I don't get to do it 
enough. Other than that, in my free time, I love spending time with my family. 
7. Best advice someone close to you has given you:  You can't pour from an empty cup. Taking care of 
yourself helps you to better care for others.
8. What lesson has God taught you recently:  He has taught me that even though his will is not what I may 
want, not what I think is best, or not what I would have planned for myself, he knows what is best for my family and me.
9. How may your sisters at Hoover pray for you this quarter?  Pray that I can continue to serve God in 
the ways he wants me to serve him.  Pray that I always show empathy to those who are struggling or hurting. Pray that I 
can continue to use my voice for the "least of these" here locally and in surrounding communities. Also pray that my 
family remains safe, healthy, and that we shine our lights in this world.

6.  What are your hobbies? Sewing crafts; puzzles; tennis; hiking and singing.  
7.  Best advice someone close to you has given you?  I spoke to my sister, Phyllis frequently over 
the years asking her for advice.  She had 6 children and 19 grandchildren and before she passed she saw 2 great 
grandchildren.  Actually she had one more child, me too.  She was the wife of an elder for some 25 years.  I’ve 
been told recently that she spent a lot of her time advising all the young mothers at church and taught all their 
children.  Her advice was that if she let all of her children’s problems and trials of their lives affect her, she 
would be upset everyday!  So, listen and help whenever possible.  The important thing is to love them and make 
sure they know that you do.
8.  What lesson has God taught you recently?  Just be thankful for everyday.
9.  How may your sisters at Hoover pray for you this quarter?  In February, 2017 I was 
diagnosed with breast cancer.  The last 2 scans were clear.  Please pray for me that this result continues. 
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Molley Melton  
1. Hometown: Elba, Alabama 
2. The place you have lived the longest: Alabaster
3. How did God lead you to Hoover Church of Christ?   
I worked with April Best who mentioned Hoover to me one day  
when I was talking about driving to Avondale COC from Alabaster
4. Tell us a little about your family:  I am the youngest of 6 girls.   
Jeff and I have 2 girls:  Brittany 31 and Kaci 22.  Jeff and I met at  
Alabama in the fall of 82 and have been together since then.  We  
also have a 15-month-old Goldendoodle grand dog named Gianni 
Versace Melton.
5. Tell us your favorites -     
Color:  Pink- how can you be sad wearing such a happy color
Holiday: Thanksgiving  
College or Sports Team:   University of Alabama and the Alabama Crimson Tide
Meal to eat:  Thanksgiving Cornbread Dressing w/ cranberry sauce
6. What are your hobbies:    Reading, decorating
7. Best advice someone close to you has given you:  Where you are now is just a transitional stop to where 
you are going
8. What lesson has God taught you recently:   No matter the circumstance, God will push, pull, or propel me 
to victory.
9. How may your sisters at Hoover pray for you this quarter?  Pray for my renewed health, less chronic 
pain, and that I will find a treatment regimen that I can tolerate for my chronic bursitis and severe rheumatoid 
arthritis.  Also, pray for Kaci’s continued healing for her ongoing health challenges.

Mary Mason Pope  
1.  Where do you go to school, what grade are you in, 
and what is your favorite subject?
A freshman at Hoover High School, favorite subject is math.   
2.  Tell us your favorites -     
Color:  light blue 
Holiday:   Christmas 
College or Sports Team:   Auburn 
Meal to eat:  Pizza 
3.  Tell us a little about your family.  I live with my mom, dad and brother, Marshall. 4 of us total, but 5 if you 
count our dog, Gigi.  Gigi runs the house.  I have lived in Hoover all of my life.  Our family enjoys going to the 
lake, being at church, and being with other family members -when we can.  I have several cousins who I 
spend a lot of time with.  We are a very close family and we enjoy spending time together.   
4. What are your hobbies:  I love to wakesurf, wakeboard, tube, basically anything at the lake.  I also enjoy 
going to exercise classes.      
5. Best advice someone close to you has given you: Be the person that God wants you to be.   
6. What lesson has God taught you recently:   A lesson God has taught me recently is patience.  The world 
around me has changed so much since the middle of March.  Church and school have been so different and it 
has been an adjustment.  The past month, I have had an ankle issue which has put me in a boot, once again.  
Walking through Hoover High with a boot on is no fun.  Patience is something I have had to work on lately.   
7. How may your sisters at Hoover pray for you this quarter? Prayers for my ankle to heal  
and to get through this school year by adjusting to all the changes.
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Melody Warbington  
1. Hometown: Born and raised in Morrison, Tennessee 

2. The place you have lived the longest: Lived in Morrison for 25 years. 
Nashville 5 years, Atlanta/Macon, Georgia for 13; and Birmingham for 20.
3. How did God lead you to Hoover Church of Christ? When we moved 
to Birmingham from Macon, Georgia, in 2000, we visited several churches in the area. 
The first time we visited Hoover, I told Sam after the service that it felt like home, 
especially with several kids in Zach's age group.
4. Tell us a little about your family.  I have a large extended family with two 
sisters, tons of aunts and uncles and cousins, 2 nieces, 4 nephews, and 16 great nieces
and nephews. I knew all of my grandparents, and one of my great-grandmothers who 
all lived in middle Tennessee. Sam is the baby of 3. He has an older sister and had an older brother. He was raised in 
Tuscaloosa, but spent many holidays in Texas with his dad's side of the family. He has 6 nieces and nephews and 5 greats. 
Sam and I have been married almost 33 years, have the same birthday, and both work in commercial real estate. We have 
one son, Zach, who is almost 30 and lives in Birmingham. My mom is our only living parent. She turns 90 in October.
5. Tell us your favorites - My favorite color is gray. Favorite holiday is Christmas. I love Italian food and country 
cooking. My favorite dessert was the caramel pie my grandmother made for my birthday every year - from scratch on a 
wood stove without a recipe. I went to Lipscomb, but we had no football team. I am a Volunteer4Life but I'll cheer for 
Alabama except for one game in October.
6. What are your hobbies: I love to read, travel, go on the occasional hike or kayaking, and listen to all kinds of 
music. Sam and I used to scuba dive, but we stick to snorkeling now.
7. Best advice someone close to you has given you:  Growing up, my dad always told my sisters and me 
"Remember who you are." It was a reminder to us to remember that we are children of God, and that the choices we 
make reflect on our church family and our earthly family.
8. What lesson has God taught you recently: God has taught me over the last few months to not take our 
blessings for granted. Sam and I have been fortunate to work for companies that transitioned to working from home 
without interruption. We are blessed to be in relatively good health, and I am extremely grateful that my mom is still able 
to live at home and take care of herself with moderate help from my sisters. I am also thankful to have a support system 
of family, friends, and a church family I can rely on, especially for prayers. It is so encouraging and comforting to know that 
when I ask for prayers, that call is more than met.
9. How may your sisters at Hoover pray for you this quarter?  I always appreciate prayers for my family, but 
especially prayers that Zach will turn his life over to Christ sooner rather than later.

We Congratulate  

Pam and Wes  
Blankenship  

 on the birth of 

Maralise Kate      

September 2nd 

Alana Lamar and Josh Purdy  

    Married  

September 12 



We are asking for certain donations during 
particular quarters. We hope that this will allow 
you to donate even more throughout the year 
and not only when its close to time.  

Fall quarter(September, October, November): Toiletries, feminine products, diapers, medicines, 
first aid tools, etc. 

Please make sure that all of the items donated are NEW in package products.  Jamie Starnes 

Four years ago on Election Day 2016, Denia Petruzella and I wrote prayers for our nation, which we 
used to petition our Father God.  We prayed every hour, from 8:00 am – 7:00 pm.  Along with other 
Christians, we prayed heartfelt, nonpartisan prayers to keep ourselves anchored in God’s word, and 
mindful that no matter the outcome, God is the Supreme Ruler of our nation. We were comforted 
as we lifted our voices collectively in prayer for things such as: 

• Praise of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit for all material and spiritual blessings 

• Forgiveness for our sins as individuals, for our failings collectively as a Church and all sins 
committed by our nation as a whole. Asking for mercy and forgiveness and not the 
punishment we deserve. 

• God be with everyone at the polling sites, and respect and civility be shown by Christians 

• Justice and true equality in our nation 

• Prayer for the spreading of the Gospel 

• Love for each other and all men 

• Acceptance and peace regarding the outcome of the election 

• Prayer for our new leaders whoever they turn out to be 

We will once again be posting these prayers on November 3rd, Election Day 2020. We would 
love for you to join us as we spend Election Day in prayer for our nation. Prayers will be posted 
hourly on our individual Facebook pages and also on the JEWELS Facebook page. If you are not a 
Facebook user, but would like to receive these hourly prayers via email, please send a request to 
Denia at dpetruzella@aol.com.  We are excited and encouraged to have another opportunity to 
beseech our Father God with you, on behalf of our country. God bless America! 

Felicia Arnold 

Sisters join together for  
Election Day Prayers  
November 3, 2020

mailto:dpetruzella@aol.co
mailto:dpetruzella@aol.co
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A Prayer for Unity 
by Wendy Wadley

Our Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you and praise your name for the High and Holy God you are! We are in need of you every 
moment that we live.  Especially now, in a time when unity and peace in the body of Christ are being threatened, 
we come to you, our Prince of Peace. As your daughters, we need your help to seek peace and pursue it. We are 
mindful of how our dear Savior’s final wishes were not for our happiness, comfort, success or even safety, but 
for unity in the body of Christ, that we all may be one, as You and the Son are one, that we may be one in You, that the 
world might believe. May we honor His final wishes, remembering how important the unity of the brethren is to 
you, with each of us doing our part in keeping it. Your word teaches us that unity in the church is based upon 
the inherent, timeless unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and the foundation undergirding your 
unity is not based upon selfishness, a desire for power, or control, but upon your perfect, eternal love for one 
another. Thank you for loving us enough to demonstrate and share this most glorious aspect of who you are!
 You have taught us that unity creates belief, disunity fosters disbelief. How will the world believe? Not if 
we agree with each other concerning every point. Not if we solve every controversy. Not if we are unanimous 
on each idea; or never make an error in behavior, judgement or doctrine.  Rather, the world will know by 
whether or not we love one another.  Satan’s master strategy has always been to divide and conquer the church. 
Help us to be wise to this. Please awaken and increase our desire to love one another as You have loved us, so that 
the world will see that we are your disciples, by our love for one another! 

Forces about us are powerful dear Lord. At times it seems impossible to not be swayed. Our spirits are 
sometimes weak, and they easily ebb and flow with whatever is happening at the moment.  As the saints in 
Hebrews 11 stood, help us to stand, and keep us from being swept up by the current that is the spirit of this 
world. It unites, ranks or divides people based upon anger, fear and a host of prejudices; the dividing and ranking 
of our fellow mankind, beings made in your image, breaks your heart and demeans us all when tempted to do the 
same. The prince of the power of the air, the spirit who works in the sons of disobedience, and the forceful voices 
around us spew words of hatred and envy, lies and half-truths, of chaos, confusion and fear in order to pit us 
against each other. There are seemingly unending displays of violence being celebrated, encouraged, and even 
justified. Disregard and contempt for law and order is on the rise, while justice, regard for life, and common 
human decency are exchanged for people doing whatever is right in their own eyes.               

In every generation on the timeline of history, God’s people have faced great challenges; we are being 
greatly challenged now in our own time and place. Will we uphold your design and desire for unity?  Deafen our 
ears to the voices who try to divide us. May we not follow them and partition ourselves off as black brethren or 
white brethren, Asian or Latino, liberal Christians or conservative Christians, educated brethren or uneducated, 
young or old. Open our ears to your promise that we have everything we need pertaining to life and godliness. As you 
did for the Israelites, we know you will go ahead of us, fight our battles, and give us strength to not be overtaken 
and drift apart. Help us to not sink into the abyss of fear, but remember the time you told Joshua to take courage 
and do not fear. Help us to hold the lines of our hearts with what Paul told the church in his time and place, “… 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus…” Gal. 3:28-29; “…that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” I Cor. 1:10.

Forgive us for grieving you when we cause obstacles and divisions to be established within the body of 
Christ. Forgive us of our unbiblical prejudices and unChristian principles. I continually examine my own heart as 
I encourage all of us to do the same. Clear the eyes of our hearts so we can discern how to personally respond. 
Strengthen our spirit of gratitude, while meditating upon your goodness. Purify us by your Word, allowing your 
voice to subdue all surrounding voices into their proper places. Pull harder on the reigns of our hearts, thicken 
and firm up the hedges. Revive and anchor us with the spirit of Christ!

Collectively, may we stand together and not allow temporal forces to divide us. You have given us eternal 
and unending love to stand upon together.  Remove our blindspots, and awaken a consuming desire to unify and 
be bound together by the Way, the Truth and the Life that is your Son.  We love you!

In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen 
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faith in action - July 
Hoover families rallied and supplied over 200 

hygiene bags to the BackPack Buddies program 
to help children in the Birmingham area.  

The encouragement team  

has been busy with three projects:  
 hot chocolate cups for the members  

Making and taping hearts on the doors of members  
and crafting homemade bookmarks and notes of 

encouragement.  



Each quarter we will highlight some faith-based books or 
movies our ladies have read or seen.  If you’d like to submit a 
book or a film review, please email Denia Petruzella.  Include 
a short description of the book/movie, and what you learned 
from it. 

the hideaway 
by lauren k. denton

Christian fiction
 

We are heading into fall, but if you need one more beach read 
before you say goodbye to summer, then The Hideaway might be 
just what you’re looking for.  The author, Lauren K. Denton, lives in 
Homewood, so she’s practically our neighbor.  In her comments 
about her debut novel, Mrs. Denton said, “Every day as I sat down 
to write The Hideaway, I asked God to guide my hands (and words) 
and the give me continued inspiration.” The book’s setting of Sweet 
Bay, Alabama creates a wonderful backdrop for the story of Sara 
and her grandmother, Mags.  For many years, Mags has run a quirky 
Bed and Breakfast with more permanent guests than vacationers. 
When she bequeaths in the inn to her granddaughter, Sara must 
leave her life in New Orleans to decide what to do with the 
property and the people who call it home.  The story builds as Sara 
finds a box that belonged to her grandmother, and its contents give 
her a surprising view into her grandmother as a young woman whose 
life is filled with struggles and mistakes.  As the novel switches 
between the narration of Sara and Mags, it reveals the story of two 
women in different generations and the home that binds them 
together.  By Jennifer Dalton 

Sunday, November 29, starting at 7:30am. In preparation 
for the Holidays and with stabilization of the COVID-19 
response, hospitals are basically back to pre-March need for 
blood products. 
 
The Red Cross continues to enforce mitigations to minimize 
risk for virus transmission, including social distancing, requirement of masks, capacity limitations, 
and enhanced cleaning. 
All donors have a temperature check prior to entering the drive and must not have been sick or 
exposed to COVID-19 in the 14 days prior to donation or have a pending test.
  
Please use the following link to schedule your appointment.
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc
 
We have around 45 appointment slots this time so be sure to sign up! Many medications and medical 
conditions actually do NOT impact your ability to give blood so check common eligibility questions 
at: https://www.redcrossblood.org/faq.html#eligibility  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc
https://www.redcrossblood.org/faq.html#eligibility
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hcoc
https://www.redcrossblood.org/faq.html#eligibility
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Finding Grace in Nineveh and in 2020
by Melody Warbington 

Thinking about a topic for this, I chose "What is 
Truth?"  but  Chuck  stole  my  thunder  last 
Sunday morning, so here I am, as is often the 
case when we make our own plans, going in a 

different direction. A friend recently asked me a question that’s been on my mind since. 
She  may  have  had  something  different  in  mind,  but  here  are  my thoughts.  "Have  we 
become a nation of Jonah’s?"

No  doubt  there  are  varied  opinions  and  thoughts  about  2020  and  everything  we've 
experienced, individually, as a church family, and as a country. Early on, the quarantine 
sparked a revival of comedy, and most folks had a renewed sense of humor. You couldn’t 
open  Facebook  without  being  bombarded  by  a  dozen  memes  about  homeschooling, 
teachers,  moms  living  with  dads  at  home  24/7,  cats  and  dogs  living  together,  the 
adventures of working from home, kids dealing with parents being their teachers, and so 
much more. We met and talked with neighbors. Lack of traffic was a beautiful thing, and 
road rage ceased to exist. Superheroes in the form of shoppers lived among us (you know 
who you are).  They went to the magic land of  Costco and delivered to your doorstep 
groceries and other goodies you couldn’t get your hands on like toilet paper, Clorox wipes 
and spray, all-purpose baking flour and yeast (like you’d ever needed that before). We 
were unified against COVID-19 a/k/a The Corona, our common enemy. We were going to 
beat it – together.

Then, nerves began to fray, tensions were high, and sadly, all good things must come to an 
end. Well, not all good things, but certainly frustration reared its head, and cats and dogs 
went back to fighting. Suddenly, without warning, very real problems seemed to magnify, 
and in the wake of worrying about kids in isolation, losing jobs and businesses, the virus, 
the  toll  on  elderly  parents,  our  opinions  took  up  all  the  space  occupied  by  all  that 
togetherness not so long ago, leaving little room for differences, much less respect. The 
masks we wore began to slip (pun intended). We joked about skipping the rest of 2020 and 
moving right to 2021. Okay, maybe we weren’t joking, especially when it seemed things 
went from bad to worse.  One one hand, injustice,  civil  unrest,  and violent,  unjustified 
rioting and looting tore people apart. On the other, neighbors helping neighbors, tender 
displays of love when Zoom was the only way you could see your family, and peaceful, 
justified protests brought people together. Encouragement in the form of hot chocolate 
and marshmallows found its way to your porch. If that’s not enough, it's an election year, 
but I’m not going to talk about the elephant in the room (no pun intended).

What does all that have to do with Jonah? It’s not as if we’re stuck in the belly of a fish, 
however, I would posit that we have more in common with Jonah than we might like to 
think. What did Jonah do when God told him to go to Nineveh, home of his enemies, of 
people he hated?
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Finding Grace continued

First, Jonah ran away. How many times this year have we done just that? Turned away from an 
opportunity to listen or teach or consider the other, different opinion? Dug in our heels and 
showed our stubborn self to God? How many times have we read the story of Jonah, taken a 
look at the people of Nineveh, and whispered to ourselves that Jonah had a point. God was 
pushing him out of his comfort zone, and I can tell you, I don’t like being pushed out of mine 
anymore than Jonah did, but God told him to go, and he tells us to go. In Mark 16:15, "Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to all creation." Not just to people we like. 2 Timothy 4:2 
says, "preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
great patience and instruction."

Second, Jonah didn’t want to listen. He didn’t like the Ninevites, and he didn’t mind letting 
God and everyone else know. They were not his people, and they were evil sinners. How many 
times do we whisper to ourselves, as if God can’t hear us or see into our hearts, that the child 
molester, the shedder of innocent blood, the liar, the thief, the rapist, those who hate and sow 
discord,  the  coveter  -  those  who  are  guilty  of  all  the  bad  sins  -  don’t  deserve  our 
compassion? When Jonah finally made it to Nineveh, I picture him walking around, shaking his 
fist in the air, yelling out, "You heathens and pagans better repent or else." (Jonah 3:4). Do we 
listen? In a time when there’s so much noise, it’s likely more difficult for us to "Be Still and 
Know God." (Psalm 46:10). (Google this verse and read the different translations. I hear God, 
like a parent, saying stop it, cut it out, don’t make me come down there.) When Jonah finally 
did listen, it was when he was stuck in fish. Much like Israel, he repented only after a time of 
affliction. 

Lastly, Jonah let his anger take over. In Jonah 4:1-3, he all but tells God, "I knew you were 
going to let them off the hook, so why did you even send me to preach?" As if Jonah thinks 
God doesn’t have enough grace and mercy to go around. It is natural for us to want justice 
meted  out  swiftly  and  equitably.  Still,  how often  are  we  like  Jonah  in  that  we  are  more 
interested in  seeing our  enemies punished instead of  loving them enough to show them 
Christ through our attitudes and actions? Proverbs 21:15: "When justice is done, it is a joy to 
the righteous but terror to evildoers." Amos 5:24 says "But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream." Yet, Jesus also tells us in Matthew 5:43-44, 
"You have heard that it’s been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy. But I 
tell you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them who despitefully use you and persecute you." Proverbs 24:17 tells us "Do not 
rejoice when your enemy falls, and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles. That’s 
hard. Then, just when we think we might have it all figured out, spend some time in Psalm 37: 
7-8, "…Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries 
out  wicked  schemes.  Cease  from anger  and  forsake  wrath.  Do  not  fret,  it  leads  only  to 
evildoing." Jonah let his anger and his desire to see the people of Nineveh punished for their 
wickedness get the best of him, to the point he preferred to die rather than play a part in 
convincing the people to repent and see them be saved. If anyone ever had a right to wish 
sinners,  a/k/a everyone on earth,  would get  what they deserve,  it  was Christ.  A full  and 
complete understanding that the only way for us to avoid getting exactly what we deserve is 
through God’s mercy and his grace, and that will help us with all of the above. Don’t be a 
Jonah when you can be like Christ.

Footnote: One of the best pieces I read in putting my thoughts together was from Jack Wilkie at Focus 
Press. I urge you to read it as you think about grace and what it should look like in 2020. https://
www.focuspress.org/2020/04/29/its-a-good-time-to-give-each-other-some-grace/

https://www.focuspress.org/2020/04/29/its-a-good-time-to-give-each-other-some-grace/
https://www.focuspress.org/2020/04/29/its-a-good-time-to-give-each-other-some-grace/
https://www.focuspress.org/2020/04/29/its-a-good-time-to-give-each-other-some-grace/
https://www.focuspress.org/2020/04/29/its-a-good-time-to-give-each-other-some-grace/
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The Art of Maddy Dungan! 

Maddy’s friend Bethel Grove wrote a book 
called 'Beyond Your Wardrobe'. Its a book 
about dressing modestly and how this 
honors God. She asked Maddy to do  
accompanying coloring pages. There are 
8 in all but these are just a few samples.

Maddy’s window with flowers painting 
was published by Brio, a Christian girls 
magazine, back in the Spring of this year. 
It is a publication of Focus On The Family.
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DEAR DEBORAH
Question: "What does the Bible say about interracial marriage?"  
 
Answer: The Old Testament Law commanded the Israelites not to engage in interracial 
marriage (Deuteronomy 7:3–4). However, the reason for this command was not skin color or 
ethnicity. Rather, it was religious. The reason God commanded against interracial marriage for 
the Jews was that people of other races were worshipers of false gods. The Israelites would be 
led astray from God if they intermarried with idol worshipers, pagans, or heathens. This is 
exactly what happened in Israel, according to Malachi 2:11. 

A similar principle of spiritual purity is laid out in the New Testament, but it has nothing to do 
with race: “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 
6:14). Just as the Israelites (believers in the one true God) were commanded not to marry 
idolaters, so Christians (believers in the one true God) are commanded not to marry unbelievers. 
The Bible never says that interracial marriage is wrong. Anyone who forbids interracial marriage 
is doing so without biblical authority. 
 
As Martin Luther King, Jr., noted, a person should be judged by his or her character, not by skin 
color. There is no place in the life of the Christian for favoritism based on race (James 2:1–10). 
In fact, the biblical perspective is that there is only one “race”—the human race, with everyone 
having descended from Adam and Eve. When selecting a mate, a Christian should first find out if 
the potential spouse is born again by faith in Jesus Christ (John 3:3–5). Faith in Christ, not skin 
color, is the biblical standard for choosing a spouse. Interracial marriage is not a matter of right 
or wrong but of wisdom, discernment, and prayer. 
 
A couple considering marriage needs to weigh many factors. While a difference in skin color 
should not be ignored, it absolutely should not be the determining factor in whether a couple 
should marry. An interracial couple may face discrimination and ridicule, and they should be 
prepared to respond to such prejudice in a biblical manner. “There is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him” (Romans 10:12). 
A colorblind church and/or a Christian interracial marriage can be a powerful illustration of our 
equality in Christ. 

Taken from www.GotQuestions.org

  
  

Tuesday mornings -               

Ladies Bible Study and Fellowship 

We Study from 11:30 to 12:30,  

close in  prayer together. 

Afterward most ladies go to lunch 
together.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%25207.3%25E2%2580%25934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%25202.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%2520Cor%25206.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%2520Cor%25206.14
https://www.gotquestions.org/Dr-Martin-Luther-King-Jr.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%25202.1%25E2%2580%259310
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%25203.3%25E2%2580%25935
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%252010.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%25207.3%25E2%2580%25934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%25202.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%2520Cor%25206.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%2520Cor%25206.14
https://www.gotquestions.org/Dr-Martin-Luther-King-Jr.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%25202.1%25E2%2580%259310
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%25203.3%25E2%2580%25935
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%252010.12
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10 Days of Thanksgiving for Moms and Kids 


